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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the Bengali study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2024 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed
used appropriate vocabulary. Most students’ use of words or phrases such as প্রাথমিক শিক্ষা (primary education), অধ্যয়ন (study), জীববিজ্ঞান (biology), পল্লিকবি (folk poet) and সংস্কৃতি (culture) was appropriate
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expressions, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
build confidence through practising interactions in Bengali
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. Some students used English words such as ‘even’, ‘try’, ‘obviously’ and ‘accurate’ as part of their conversation in Bengali. The use of English words should be avoided if possible. For example, if the word ‘accurate’ is uttered by mistake, a student can correct it by adding the equivalent Bengali word, which is শুদ্ধ or সঠিক
revise grammar. Students should avoid using incorrect verb forms. For example, হচ্ছি and হচ্ছে are different verb forms, so আমি হচ্ছি (I am) is correct, but আমি হচ্ছে is incorrect
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. Simple conversational words are fine, but using words such as দোনোটাই to mean ‘both’ is part of the ancient usage of Bengali; students should use দুটোই or দুইটাই, instead
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. There were noticeable errors in some pronunciation, such as pronouncing ইটা instead of এটা (this) and উটা instead of ওটা (that)
practise reducing their reliance on habitual words, which reduces the quality of conversation. For example, some students repeatedly used words such as যেমন (like) and আচ্ছা (okay), which impeded the flow of good conversation.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2024 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic chosen for their detailed study in less than one minute, alerting assessors to any objects brought to support the discussion of the subtopic
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic
used the image to support the discussion of the subtopic. Most students brought objects (or visuals) such as pie charts and bar diagrams related to the subtopic chosen for their detailed study. This helps facilitate the discussion greatly and enable students to feel more confident when referring to them
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion. Students who scored highly maintained eye contact with the assessors and listened carefully to the questions asked by the assessors
used appropriate vocabulary. Some students showed an excellent range of vocabulary, such as মন্ত্রমুগ্ধ (spellbound), অভিজ্ঞতা (experience), প্রজন্ম (generation), ভারসাম্য (balance) and দৃষ্টিকোণ (viewpoint) 
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expressions, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
prepare with an appropriate number of quality sources, for example, a combination of aural and visual sources, as well as written texts, to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth. Some students did not use enough primary and secondary sources of information when preparing for the discussion, and therefore could not answer in enough depth
make reference to the sources or texts studied for the detailed study. Many students did not read or make reference to a text source
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
convey information learnt from sources but also express an opinion with an original perspective on the subtopic 
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question


practise using repair strategies
prepare a summary of their findings in their research with a view to continuing the discussion phase of the assessment. Some students were not as well-versed with their own notes as they should have been. However, it should be noted that the main criteria of assessment are the quality of the discussion in Bengali, including the ability to maintain and advance the exchange appropriately and effectively, present information, ideas and opinions, and the accuracy of vocabulary and grammar, rather than the quantity of information contained in the notes, or the success of the research. Spontaneous, informed and skilled discussion results in higher scores.
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