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2019 VCE Chinese First Language written
examination report

General comments

In general, students performed well in the 2019 Chinese First Language written examination. Most
students used their time effectively and attempted all questions. A small number of students
demonstrated excellent skills in language application and problem analysis. Others showed a lack
of preparation and some students did not attempt all the questions.

In Section 1 — Listening and responding, very few students answered all questions correctly or
demonstrated very strong language skills. Most students could answer Questions 1a., 1b. and 1d.
accurately. Some students had difficulty finding the correct answer for Question 1c. Some students
did not use full sentences to answer questions and some used many incorrect Chinese characters.

In Section 2 — Reading and responding, some responses demonstrated a full understanding of the
texts provided and used them accurately. A few students did not understand the task and could not
extract information from the given texts accurately to complete the task. Low-scoring responses
ignored either one or both texts or copied out the text and used it as a response without
demonstrating any understanding of it. Many students found the key information needed, but did
not use the content appropriately to form an effective response. Many responses did not include
precise or correct key sentences. Analysing the task and the texts provided is crucial to the
satisfactory completion of the task.

In Section 3 — Writing in Chinese, most students chose Question 4, followed by Question 5 and
Question 3. Some students chose Question 7 and very few chose Question 6, both of which
required students to write an imaginative story. Some students who chose imaginative writing
failed to produce a response that demonstrated the characteristics of the required text type. Most
students showed clear understanding of text types, although some students were confused about
them.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1 — Listening and responding

The assessment criteria for this section were:

¢ the capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts
¢ the capacity to convey information accurately and appropriately.
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Question 1a.

BFZME S DR R, AR F B SRS , EERPEAE RN, A RER
FIET AT ™i#. (Works of science fiction are based on science — they are deductive and
fictional stories created with artistic means, pursuing the rationality of science. The
rigorousness of the stories is not a concern.)

AEEFIRKE) GRIRHBERY) 58X 2RIEM . (The newly popular Wandering Earth is one
example of a work of science fiction.)

ALIVE MR R 2 A R B e, R, HARRRE. (Works of fantasy describe
the world of fantasy with stories, and they are not scientific.)

AR B, (WS (PEIFC) (EE ) (F ) #8 T ar4IfEm). (The
ancient myths and legends of China are works of fantasy (including Journey to the West, The
Romance of the Gods, and Strange Tales from a Lonely Studio).

Question 1b.

F-RBLAFBEELDY), RERFRSUEERGEARE, (2 TRZSUFEH I, K.
The first ‘science fiction fever’ was at the beginning of the last century, when the trends of
Western culture, science and democracy entered China, which promoted the development of
scientific literary works.)

BB COH BRI RN UEY T 1904 “EMH . (The first work of science fiction, Lunar
colonial novel, was published in 1904.)

CorEALE, ) N—55 =8, B8N TIERE R, KAEMNEREN. ([After the
People’s Republic of China was established], China went from a very poor country to a country
with a complete system of industry, with great changes taking place.)

W B BSOS IRBRAI R ROCFEZHBSOCHIRIZ) /N CAHIERE KR 2RI AR
fE. (The new era triggered the second ‘science fiction fever’, with From Earth to Mars as its
masterpiece written by Zheng Wenguang, who was an astronomer at that time.)

B =00 B 70 AR, A BRSO TR I g . B R BN AL, AR SATR R L) AR #
154 &%. (The third fever was in the 1970s in the previous century, when China opened up to
the outside world.)

(S gty (hRmigiEAR) EHE. i, 2 AMEE. (The tremendous changes of
the country stimulated the creativity of science fiction writers who created unforgettable works
in book or movie form such as The Dead Light on the Coral Island, Roaming the Future etc.)
SV EAAE 90 FEAREIIAE,  EREACINZS 1) il K Je T Bk R(BILIEZR XN (=
1KY A E 5 (AbErE) ) (The fourth fever started in the 1990s in the previous century
and is still going on. The rapid development of the internet directly related to this phase.)

Question 1c.

BREWEZXZERREY (=) Tl s5 /) (dbadr&) (The Three-body by Liu Cixin and Folding
Beijing by Hao Jingfang)

KRG T A BLIEAR T VRS 2 R RS 22” (were awarded the Hugo Award which is known
as the Nobel Prize in the field of science fiction.)

Question 1d.

‘RO RASFEEREENERENER, EAMBERBR—MNEXRBEHESHND BN
2 ; (Works of science fiction reflect the path (trajectory) of a country's scientific and
technological progress, so countries that have made progress in these areas are the countries
in which science fiction flourishes.)

HBERIRX P ER N AR TEMNES - KRR FEREAE S0 © (Science
fiction also shows a great responsibility-taking of a country towards the future of human race
and demonstrates a country’s great curiosity towards the exploration of the universe.)
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Section 2: Reading and responding

The assessment criteria for this section were:

the capacity to identify and synthesise relevant information and ideas from the texts
appropriateness of structure and sequence

accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar (including punctuation and,
where relevant, script).

Question 2

Students were required to write, from the perspective of a student of psychology, a speech to
address a local community group on the topic of ‘A wisdom and a method for achieving a happy
life’. The following are possible areas that could have been discussed in the article.

Bx AR EBERZ, EANNEEEBAT EKIRS (Contemporary society is
becoming faster and faster and everyone is stressed.)

EX T AZTRD : BT - AZRH - ZHRAREN )T - BREERNSE - #8
REM BB AESE (Only by possessing ‘the power of unresponsiveness’, can a person
become a true talent. So-called ‘unresponsiveness’ is not slowness. It is an attitude that one
takes to overcome surrounding disturbances and distractions, and march forward
courageously. One should have an ‘unresponsive’ and strong attitude in one’s life.)
TIPSR R AR NFR KR, = thin A S AN, st EER SR B )" (To properly
handle complicated and changeable interpersonal relationships, and enjoy a happy and
meaningful life, we must cultivate ‘unresponsiveness’.)

ILBECEERWE - A/ - BIEESBBMARERY - XAaaT B0 @& (Making
oneself ‘go slow’, not dwelling on trifles, can not only help us get along well with people around
us, but also benefits our own physical and psychological health.)

(20) BEIFE  RBEASEA—EHE/NSMAAEN - =0 7 BRR ~ RAZIEIRE
1% (Giving examples - When encountering contradictions, many people will become
depressed by some trivial things, which can affect their feelings towards friends and relatives.)
ST - MARBR/NSEHANET] ERFNEFIECHIESE - RIFREFHNOE (Being
too sensitive with trivial things will become a pressure. People can better control their own
moods, and maintain a healthy mental state.)

REREE - W H - EEMSTEFTFPEY (As long as we can ignore and minimise stress, life
will be full of sunshine.)

FERHNIADHWER £ - NEEXNEEFrRIEIT 5% (One should adopt an ‘unresponsive’ and
strong attitude in one’s life)

B 7M1 - AERANBEIENEE - REEHFEENFEFMEZ (One can then calmly face
the setbacks and the grief in one’s life, while moving forwards. This is ‘a wisdom and a method
for achieving a happy life’.)

Section 3: Writing in Chinese

Question 3

Students were required to write an article for a magazine, A Corner in the Society, from the
perspective of a university student of contemporary society. They were required to analyse the
positive and negative influences of the sharing (collaborative) economy on society.

Context: contemporary interest in the sharing economy

Audience: general readers

Text type: article (for a magazine)
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Kind of writing: evaluative.
Responses may have included the following points.
Advantages:

¢ making the most of unused resources
e lowering the cost of trade.

Disadvantages:

e improper management can lead to waste
e security issues.

FI:

o ERAXEMARZEERR
o REBFIMA

ik -

o BEALUSEMRFRS
o TFHEZZEOMA
Question 4

Students were required to prepare a talk from the perspective of a secondary school teacher
speaking at a conference on education. They were required to give a talk about the influences of
video- and music-sharing apps on students at school.

Context: the impact of one form of social media
Audience: people interested in education

Text type: talk

Kind of writing: evaluative.

Responses may have included the following points.
Advantages:

e can enhance students’ creativity
e can increase students’ knowledge
e can bring students pleasure.

Disadvantages:

e students can become too involved in these apps and neglect their studies
e students can also be influenced by poor information or negative information.

Hl:

o« HERBFEMLET]
o T AZEERIRE
o AEFEWRRAK

o FHEUERIIBEDPMRER F
o ZFARRINMENALBERFN
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Question 5

Students were required to write a letter to The Historical Magazine from the perspective of a history
enthusiast. They needed to write about the benefits and losses in permanently closing the Great
Wall of China to the public.

Context: the benefits and losses of permanently closing The Great Wall to the public
Audience: people who are interested in history and the readers of the magazine
Text type: letter

Kind of writing: evaluative

Benefit: saving the Great Wall for future generations

Losses:

e preventing local and international people from experiencing this great wonder
o affecting local tourism and weakening the economy as a result.

AFAA:

o FERMEURE, FINGHKTIUEE

AL

o BAREKEINNLTHRESMZIFTUNNS
o FMIHMAIRIIFI, SBEFIBKNWER
Question 6

Students were required to write from the perspective of a businessman who went from Chang An
through the ancient Silk Road to ancient Rome. They were required to write a story about what
they experienced along the way, which will be published in A collection of short stories.

Context: contemporary interest in stories about the past

Audience: people who like to read short historical fiction narrated from a ‘first person’ perspective
Text type: story

Kind of writing: imaginative

The story needed to have a strong sense of being in the past but its success was not judged on the
detailed accuracy of historical knowledge.

Question 7

Students were given the following scenario, “You are an explorer to the South Pole. You found a
delicate box containing antique artefacts from 300 years ago’. They were required to write a diary
entry about their work recording their experience of finding the box.

Context: explorers and the exploration of the Earth's poles
Audience: the self

Text type: working diary entry

Kind of writing: imaginative

Students needed to create a strong sense of ‘place’ and a sense of excitement and wonder as the
artefact they found was old and may be very unusual.
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