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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
[bookmark: _Hlk104560739]What students did well
In 2023, most students had prepared thoroughly and were familiar with the specific requirements of this section of the examination. It was evident from their responses that they had practised effectively and were able to respond to questions and comments. Students performed well in the following areas:  
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparing for this exam, students should:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
build confidence through practising interactions in the language assessed
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo 
avoid one-sentence answers and using English words, e.g. uni (sianghleirun), music (ringawn), holiday (dinh caan), train (tlanglawng), court (biaceihzung).


Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In 2023, students chose a range of subtopics, including migration and its impact, impact of technology on lifestyles, and identity and culture.
Most students had prepared well and practised effectively for the discussion and did well in all three areas –communication, content and language. Students performed well in the following areas: 
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic chosen for their detailed study in less than one minute, alerting assessors to any objects brought to support the discussion of the subtopic
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion 
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparing for this exam, students should:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit ability and interests
prepare with an appropriate number of quality sources, for example a combination of aural, visual and written texts, to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth
make reference to the sources or texts studied for the detailed study
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
convey information learnt from sources but also express an opinion with an original perspective on the subtopic 
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question
practise using repair strategies
build vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected for the detailed study
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo 
avoid using English words, e.g. priority (papek deuhnak), practical (a tak), migrant (mipeem), like (cu bantuk).
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