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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1 – Conversation
What students did well
In 2023, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world; for example, school experiences, subjects studied, future study plans, and hobbies and interests. Students who scored highly responded readily to questions and elaborated on and defended their opinions
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth, and it was evident that they had prepared thoroughly for the conversation. For example, students confidently discussed topics related to learning Dutch in Australia, the importance of maintaining Dutch traditions, and their personal connection with The Netherlands
did well in clarifying, elaborating on and defending ideas and opinions. For example, students who scored highly carried the conversation on a particular topic forward independently, presenting a breadth of ideas and information logically and clearly, and explaining their opinions
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity 
were able to advance the conversation and used appropriate repair strategies as needed. For example, they asked questions such as ‘Could you repeat the question, please?’ or phrases such as ‘I’m sorry, I don’t understand what you said’ or ‘I don’t enjoy sport. I prefer watching shows on television, such as …’ 
used appropriate and sophisticated vocabulary, including idioms such as over koetjes en kalfjes praten (to talk about cows and calves) and met de mond vol tandjes staan (stand with your mouth full of teeth)
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. For example, students spoke clearly and at a natural pace, ensuring good understanding and communication.
Areas for improvement 
Students should:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. For example, some students answered in short, simple sentences. Students should practise elaborating on topics without relying on the assessors to prompt them
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. For example, when speaking about their school subjects, students should be prepared to talk about their favourite subject and why they like it, the relevance of their subjects to their plans for the future and whether they would recommend a subject to another student
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax. For example, students are encouraged to avoid simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers. The most common errors in complex sentences included the position of the verb, and subject-verb agreement
revise grammar. For example, the use of incorrect tenses, inflection of adjectives, word order and the correct gender of nouns
build vocabulary specific to their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. For example, some students had difficulty with naming and discussing school subjects in Dutch and would resort to using an English word.
Section 2 – Discussion
What students did well
In 2023, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic in less than one minute, alerting assessors to any objects brought to support their discussion
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic and presented an excellent range of information clearly and logically, providing highly relevant responses to discussion questions
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. For example, students who scored highly were able to express a variety of views and defend and justify their opinions with examples and evidence
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas, referring to information from the texts (including statistical data) to do so
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion
used sophisticated grammar and sentence structures, including relative and subordinate clauses
used correct positioning of verbs and verb clusters and correct use of conditional verb forms
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, natural intonation, stress and tempo, generally speaking clearly and fluently.
Areas for improvement 
Students should:
prepare with an appropriate number of quality sources, for example a combination of aural and visual, as well as written texts, to explore the subtopic in depth. Some students had not prepared as well as they could have, by not reading or watching all the sources. An interest in the chosen subtopic without studying sources is not sufficient 
make reference to the sources or texts studied for the detailed study and be able to explain the main points of each source, as well as elaborate on how each source contributes to their understanding of the subtopic
convey information learnt from sources but also express an opinion with an original perspective on the subtopic. Students must be aware that they will be asked to elaborate on information they have provided, so they should avoid introducing facts that they are unable to discuss further.
use the image effectively to support the discussion on the subtopic
practise using repair strategies
build vocabulary specific to their selected subtopic by taking more time studying the sources and judicious note-taking. Some students were unable to explore their subtopic in the depth required due to lack of vocabulary.
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