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General comments

The 2021 Greek examination assessed the VCE Greek Study Design 2020-2024 and examination
specifications. It is important that students and teachers familiarise themselves with the specifications for oral
examinations, available on the VCE Greek examinations webpage. Students and teachers are also reminded
that a series of videos has been produced to help with preparation for the oral examinations.

It should be noted that during the oral examination:

e students may be asked a variety of questions of varying levels of difficulty. Questions may also be
asked in a different order from the one that students anticipate

e assessors may interrupt students to ask questions during either section of the examination; this should
be regarded as a normal process in a discussion

e assessors may also repeat or rephrase questions

e normal variation in assessor body language is acceptable.

Most students demonstrated a sound level of understanding and an ability to maintain and advance the
exchange with assessors effectively and confidently.

Some students were able to handle simple grammatical structures quite well, but they had not mastered the
appropriate vocabulary, grammar and sentence structures required to have a successful exchange with
assessors, which limited their performance. They made errors such as:

e incorrect stress (o rammroug pou; my grandfather) and incorrect pronunciation of some words

e incorrect words used, for example €éxoupe T6on xwpa (we have a lot of country) instead of xwpo (we
have a lot of space) and oAU onuavTikn (very important) instead of onuaacia (importance)

e incorrect use of articles, for example atré o TTaTéPAG You, WE N UNTEPQ Pou, TO AKPOTTOAN, Ta TTaPaAieg

e incorrect plural form of adjectives and nouns / lack of agreement between adjectives and nouns
(Trayk6opia TTOAEpOI, TTOAAOUG AvBpwTTOI, TO TIPWTN QYOPES, Eva Gdeia, TTOAOUG avBpwITOl)

e errors with common verbs, for example £Tpemav va @Uyouv, XpeIadw va TTaw

e incorrect verb tenses and verb endings, for example piAfw (to be speaking) instead of piAdw (I speak),
Ta TTOUAICel (to be selling) instead of Ta TTouAdw (I sell), TTavTpetouve (they marry them) instead of
mavrpevovTaithey (they get married), eATTiw va Tnyaivw, Y’ apéoel T autokivnra (I hope to be going, |
like the cars)

. use of English words ‘and’, ‘like’

e literal translation from English, for example 1o TTpwi £épaya otnv EAAGSa (the morning | ate in Greece)
instead of Ta TTpwivda éTpwya otnv EAAGSa, BEAW va KAvw KaAd (in the morning | was eating in Greece, |
want to do well).
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Specific information

Section 1 — Conversation

Section 1 of the examination involves a general conversation between the student and the two assessors
about the student’s personal world and their interactions with the Greek language and culture as learners. It
is an organic conversation about the student’s personal world.

Most students were well prepared and were able to converse on a variety of subtopics. Responses that
scored highly provided a range of information and students were able to maintain and advance the
conversation with confidence and spontaneity. They used a wide range of vocabulary and structures well
and provided highly relevant responses.

Responses that did not score well relied on simple vocabulary and structures. Students were not able to
elaborate on their ideas and opinions and carry the conversation forward.

Section 2 — Discussion

Following the conversation, the student is required to discuss their chosen subtopic and the supporting visual
material that they have brought with them.

The specifications require the student to explore aspects of the subtopic, including information, opinions and
ideas. It is important to carefully consider the choice of subtopic and supporting image when preparing for
this section of the examination. Images that included rich information provided more opportunity for students
to be able to offer a greater depth and range of information, ideas, opinions and reflections about the
subtopic. While the quality of the visual stimulus was not assessed, students who selected images that were
easy to share with the assessors found it easier to communicate their ideas.

Students are reminded that it is not the image that is being assessed — it is the quality of the discussion.
Students should therefore select an image that adequately enables them to integrate that image into a
discussion about their selected subtopic.

Students covered a wide range of subtopics for the discussion from the prescribed themes ‘The Greek-
speaking communities’ or ‘The world around us’. It is important that students choose a subtopic that they are
interested in, which is also appropriate to their abilities. Some students had subtopics that required technical
vocabulary far beyond their ability and thus they were not able to have a successful exchange with
assessors.

It is also important that all students use a range of resources to explore their chosen subtopic, as this will
enable them to present successfully a range of information, ideas and opinions and have a productive
exchange with the assessors.

Discussion that scored highly demonstrated a thorough understanding and appreciation of the subtopic.
Students had prepared a range of resources. They used their image creatively and effectively to enhance the
discussion; some students even made references to the symbolic nature of certain elements in the image.
These students had a great command of the language and grammatical structures needed to successfully
elaborate and defend their own opinions with evidence.

Responses that did not score well demonstrated insufficient preparation. Students did not come prepared
with enough information on their selected subtopic to enable them to elaborate on information, ideas and
opinions. These students relied too much on the image and used it as the main focus of the discussion. They
began their presentation with the image, merely describing it, instead of incorporating it skilfully in their
discussion. It is important that students choose an image that will allow them to explore ideas; an image of a
single item or person does not lend itself to this.
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Some students did not bring an image, while others had the image on their mobile phone, which could not be
brought into the examination room, or brought a very small photo that was hard for the assessors to view.
Although there is no specification as to how small the image can be, students should ensure that the
assessors will be able to see it clearly.
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