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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In 2023, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. Most students were able to support their personal reflections by referring to their personal world, providing an excellent range of information and ideas
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. Overall, students engaged enthusiastically in the conversation and responded to questions effectively with detailed, interesting and relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions. Most students were well prepared and able to converse effectively with assessors about interesting and in-depth ideas and opinions. They demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily, communicating confidently and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity. Many of the students who scored highly led the conversation and often offered a segue into further topics where they were able to appropriately answer questions from the assessors
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including use appropriate repair strategies as needed. Most students were able to elaborate and reflect on the information they provided, making interesting comments that were logically developed. Some students not only maintained the conversation but advanced it with confidence and spontaneity. When needed, most students had good repair strategies, which enabled the conversation to continue naturally
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures. Many students offered a wide array of Hebrew vocabulary and grammatical structures, applied them appropriately and used them to make their language varied and complex. Some students also included Hebrew metaphors and idioms appropriately, thus adding additional flavour to their language
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparing for this exam, students should:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. For example, students should be aware that they may be asked to elaborate on information they have mentioned. They should avoid mentioning facts that they are then unable to discuss further. They should practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation
build confidence through practising interactions in the language assessed
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax. Students should take care not to overuse Hebrew idioms or use them in the wrong context, as this can impede the flow of the conversation
revise grammar. For example, students should pay particular attention to subject–verb agreement, all verb conjugations, word order, noun genders and adjectival endings
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world. For example, students could develop a more extensive vocabulary in order to express meaning correctly
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo. Students should practise Hebrew sounds carefully.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In 2023, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic chosen for their detailed study in less than one minute, alerting assessors to any objects brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. Students discussed their chosen subtopic and their supporting visual material. The focus of the discussion was on exploring aspects of the language and culture of communities in which Hebrew is spoken and the students were expected to make reference to texts studied. Students responded effectively to questions on their subtopic and supporting visual material
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. Some of the highest scoring discussions featured subtopics that the students appeared to be passionate about
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion
used appropriate vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparing for the exam, students should:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit ability and interests and to which they can relate. Selecting a subtopic carefully allows students to best demonstrate their abilities and thus be awarded marks. The subtopic should also allow for a fruitful and extended discussion, rather than a mere, and often limited, description. Otherwise, in extreme cases, students may run out of things to say quite quickly, making it difficult to carry the discussion forward. It is essential that students choose subtopics that have sufficient scope for discussion and are neither too specific nor too general. It is also important to remember that discussions are expected to include evaluations and opinions, and the subtopic needs to have scope for such elaborations
prepare with an appropriate number of quality sources, for example a combination of aural and visual, as well as written texts, to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth. Some students appeared not to have studied their subtopic in depth by researching a variety of resources. Therefore, they were unable to elaborate on and discuss their opinions and ideas with complexity
make reference to the sources or texts studied for the detailed study
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
convey information learnt from sources but also express an opinion with an original perspective on the subtopic
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Some students seemed unsure as to how to select and use the image to support their discussion. A carefully chosen image will have a strong link to the subtopic and can illustrate it, and can be used to enhance the quality of the discussion, for example, by leading to a new and higher-level aspect of the topic. The voluntary introduction of the image by the student at an appropriate time during the discussion would be considered an effective and skilful use of the visual material. A simple description of the image, on the other hand, would be considered no more than an average use. Note that only limited writing on the image is acceptable
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Some students were less prepared for the discussion and needed assistance from assessors to carry the conversation forward. They were only able to provide general comments and could not elaborate on or defend ideas. They relied on what appeared to be memorised responses and tended to provide superficial answers
practise using repair strategies
revise grammar
build vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected for the detailed study
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo
be aware that students’ language is expected to be more complex in Section 2 given they have had time to extensively research a specific subtopic and its specific vocabulary and language.
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