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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]General comments
Overall, students performed well in the examination, displaying a commendable level of preparedness. Their familiarity with the examination format and requirements was apparent, enabling them to effectively manage their time. Additionally, it was evident that students employed note-taking strategies to aid in structuring their responses. However, there is room for improvement in terms of precision and directly addressing the specific questions posed. Different questions necessitate varying approaches; some call for a clear outline of information, while others require, among other things, comprehension and deductive reasoning. The examination setting allowed students to express themselves effectively in Section 3: Writing in Hebrew. They not only exhibited their proficiency in the language, but also showcased their cognitive abilities and creative thinking.
Specific information
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.
Section 1: Listening and responding
Question 1
The correct answer included three out of four points:
it is an original present
there is a book for any person / everyone can find a book
a book can excite and put a smile on the receiver/reader
it can be meaningful / to an extent it might fulfil a wish.
Most students were able to identify these points. 
Question 2a.
The correct answer included four out of five points:
it is held on the weekend (when most people are not working)
people can choose when to come from a range of hours between 10 am and 4 pm
it’s free 
objects can be mended there and then, and other items may be left there to be fixed
there is access to professional services.
Responses that scored highly did not merely repeat the information mentioned in the text, but detailed why the service was convenient to community members. 
Question 2b.
The correct answer included the following points:
Personal – people’s sentimental/nostalgic and loved objects will be kept for longer 
Social – gatherings in the local community centre strengthen community ties 
Environmental – advocating for conservation and re-use instead of polluting the environment.
When addressing this question, students needed to apply the information they heard and match it with various aspects mentioned. Many students found it challenging to identify the personal aspect.
Question 3a.
In identifying the purpose of the exhibition, the correct answer needed to include the following two points:
to showcase the important work of volunteers in the Nature Authority / institute/organisation
to thank/appreciate the work of the volunteers. 
Mention of the organisation needed to appear either in relation to the first bullet point or the second. Most students did not translate the organisation accurately.
Question 3b.
The correct answer needed to identify the following three points:
you need to be a volunteer in the Nature Authority / institute/organisation
the photo must capture the experience of volunteering / the atmosphere/vibe of the volunteer group in nature/outdoors
the photo must be creative.
Some students identified and elaborated on only one point, neglecting to identify all points. They focused solely on the requirement of being a volunteer, professional, or amateur photographer, who is taking a photo either with a phone or a professional camera.
Question 4
Full marks were awarded to students who identified six out of seven benefits as follows:
חוויה ממקור ראשון באתר ארכיאולוגי/ להשתתף ולעזור בחפירות עצמן ולא רק לראותן מבחוץ
משהו שונה לעשות בארץ כתייר/ טיול או חופשה מיוחדים ושונים
דרך להכיר חברים חדשים
דרך לבלות זמן איכות עם בני משפחה  
דרך לפתח קשר אישי להיסטוריה של ארץ ישראל 
דרך לתמוך במורשת ישראל
דרך ליהנות מלימודים ארכיאולוגים
individuals could have first-hand experience of archaeological sites / participate and assist in archaeological work and not only look at excavation sites from outside
it provides a different and unique holiday or trip / something different to do in Israel as a tourist
it’s an opportunity to meet new friends
it’s an opportunity to spend time with family
it’s a way to develop a connection with the history of Israel 
it’s a way to support the legacy of Israel
it’s a way to enjoy archaeological study.
The majority of students successfully identified at least three points. However, achieving full marks required accuracy in information and language proficiency.
Question 5
רחל או דוברת 1	
משפחתית/ ביתית - אוהבת לבלות עם משפחה  
שמרנית/ לא לוקחת סיכונים – אוהבת את המוכר והידוע
מעשית/ פרגמטית/ רגליים על הקרקע/ מציאותית– רחל מכוונת את מיכל לרעיונות מעשיים

מיכל או דוברת 2	
הרפתקנית/חסרת פחד - מחפשת ריגושים 
סקרנית  - רוצה לחוות חוויות שונות כמו לרחף בחלל
בעלת חוש הומור 
Rachel or Speaker 1 
Family orientated – loves spending time with family
Conservative/risk-averse – prefers the familiar and the known
Practical/pragmatic / feet on the ground / realistic – Rachel directs Michal towards practical ideas.
Michal or Speaker 2 
adventurous – looks for excitement
curious – wants to experience different experiences such as floating in space
humorous.
Relevant answers included four out of six options listed. Answers did not have to be two points for each speaker, but rather four points overall. Answers did not have to include the speakers’ names. 
Students were tasked with identifying the traits of the speakers based on the information provided, and then deducing which trait best reflected each speaker. Many students found this requirement challenging, resulting in few students achieving full marks.
Question 6
Correct answers included the following five points:
היא רוצה לעטוף את הרהיטים בבד במקום בפלסטיק
למובילים שלה יש משאית קטנה חסכונית בדלק
היא בחרה בחברה שמשתמשת בחומרי ניקוי ידידותיים לסביבה
היא רוצה לארוז בתיקים ישנים או במזוודות 
היא תבקש ארגזים או ארגזי משלוח מבני משפחה 
she wants to wrap her furniture in fabric rather than plastic
her removalists’ small truck saves petrol
she chose a company that uses eco-friendly cleaning materials 
she wants to pack things in old bags or suitcases 
she will ask for boxes or delivery boxes from family members. 
Most students were able to identify at least three points. Responses that scored highly were able to convey all relevant information with clarity and accuracy. 
Section 2: Reading and Responding
In this section students were required to demonstrate their understanding of both the main ideas and specific details presented in the written texts. Higher scores were obtained when answers directly referenced the text, showcasing students' comprehension of its content.
Question 7
Any four of the following factors were required for a full and correct answer: 
immigrants brought new dishes and flavours
travelling to far-away countries such as the East brought new flavours into Israel
development of technology and Israeli society allowed Israeli cuisine to expand and grow
traditional recipes and Kashrut remain but are merged with modern trends
economic considerations impacted food choices.
Less-successful responses involved translating entire segments of the text instead of directly addressing the question.
Question 8
The following six points were required for a full and correct answer:
	
	Cognitive benefits
(e.g. related to thinking, language and memory) 
	Physical benefits
	Social -emotional benefits

	Benefits for the elderly
	reduced/delayed forgetfulness
	improved physical mobility 
OR
standing and walking more and even dancing
	meaningful to pass personal knowledge to the younger generation

	Benefits for young children
	improved language skills
	improved ability to sit and listen
	learn tolerance and patience 
OR
improved self-confidence


Question 9
This question required students to write an email to a family relative, persuading them to either allow their young child to learn a musical instrument or oppose it. 
Suggested points students may have included were:
שפה משכנעת, אשר מתמקדת בהיבט אחד בלבד, בעד או נגד
שפה אישית שמעידה שיש קשר משפחתי
מבנה של אימייל, ולו התחלה, טיעון מרכזי וסיום ברורים 
נקודות בהן אפשר להשתמש בעד: פיתוח סבלנות ומחויבות, תירגול מעודד הרגשה שלווה, שיפור יכולות מתמטיות או אנגלית, פיתוח בטחון עצמי, לא כולם יודעים לנגן – יכולת וכישרון מיוחדים, ניגון בלהקה היא פעילות חברתית ומהנה. כל זה צריך להאמר בהקשר לבן המשפחה, לא סתם כעובדות. 
נקודות בהן אפשר להשתמש נגד:  כולם יכולים ליהנות מלהקשיב למוזיקה ולרקוד לקצבה וזה יותר חשוב מלנגן, תחרותיות ודגש על מצוינות מגיל צעיר מלחיצה, דרישה למשמעת עצמית גבוהה מובילה לסגנון חיים לא בריא, כך גם שעות ארוכות של נגינה בבית לבד במקום לבלות עם חברים. כל זה צריך להאמר בהקשר לבן המשפחה, לא סתם כעובדות.

persuasive language that focuses on one aspect only, for or against 
personal language that shows a family connection 
email structure, with a beginning, a main argument, and a clear ending 
points to be used for an argument FOR: development of patience and commitment, encouraging peaceful/calm feelings, improvement in mathematics and English abilities, development of self-confidence; not everybody knows how to play, so it’s a special talent and skill to have in life; playing in a band can be social and fun. These need to be said in the context of a family member, not just as facts.
points that can be used for an argument AGAINST: everybody can enjoy listening to music and dances, which is more important than playing; competition and over-emphasis on excellence from a young age can be stressful; a high level of self-discipline could lead to an unbalanced lifestyle; long hours practising home alone instead of socialising with peers. These need to be said in the context of a family member, not just as facts. 
Successful responses closely analysed the type and style of writing, effectively referencing and expanding upon points within the text. In contrast, responses that deviated from the text or copied full sentences demonstrated a lack of understanding of the text and the task requirements.
Section 3: Writing in Hebrew
Question 10
Students were required to write an article for the local newspaper evaluating the advantages and disadvantages of shopping centres for  the young generation.
Students needed to incorporate evaluative language, considering BOTH pros and cons of shopping centres from different perspectives specifically to the young generation.
In support of shopping centres, some points could be:
מעודד מפגש חברתי פנים מול פנים
הגדלת אפשרויות התעסוקה לבני נוער
מקום מפגש בטוח, במיוחד בשעות הערב 
מקום מפגש עם גישה נוחה
encourages face-to-face social gatherings
expanding employment opportunities for youth
a safe meeting place, especially in the evening hours
conveniently accessible meeting spot
Against shopping centres, some points could be:
מדגיש את הפער הסוציואקונומי בין בני נוער
מעודד תרבות קניות לא בריאה
מעודד בילוי פסיבי במקום סגור ולא אקטיבי בחוץ
emphasises the socio-economic gap among youth
encourages unhealthy consumer culture 
promotes passive indoor entertainment over active outdoor activities
High-scoring responses carefully addressed the question and its specifications, providing well-reasoned and expanded answers. In contrast, responses that strayed from the question or the required writing style failed to demonstrate a clear understanding of the task.
Question 11
Students were required to write a personal and reflective diary entry regarding their school’s decision to ban mobile phones at school. 
Students needed to incorporate personal and reflective language in the format of a diary entry. In their writing students were required to include different aspects: educational, social, well-being etc.
Some points could include:
descriptions of emotions – frustration, disappointment, excitement, relief
some frustrations as smartphones are easier to operate than computers 
reflections on wishing educators and adults could trust them to do the right thing
being thankful that schools and teachers ensure the safe use of phones in class, cyber bulling
feeling more productive without the phone 
grateful to have a break from social media and phones 
Students who wrote in the appropriate tone and style of a diary entry, and described various aspects affected by the mobile phone ban, while expressing themselves clearly and appropriately in Hebrew, achieved higher scores. In contrast, responses that focused on only one area or lacked elements of a diary entry did not score as well. 
Question 12
Students were required to write an imaginative short story to be published in the school magazine focusing on a Passover Seder–related event or experience in the past or future.
Responses students may include:
show knowledge of first- or third-person narrative perspectives
use language appropriate to context, purpose and text type such as creative vocabulary, idioms
organise and sequence ideas in a compelling and effective way to create an atmosphere, a plot twist or climax, an unexpected development etc.
have a satisfying conclusion 
use stylistic techniques such as repetition, questions or exclamations 
Students who chose to challenge themselves with writing a story submitted original, imaginative and captivating stories. Their extensive responses were characterised by a descriptive style and the use of rich language, adding depth and intrigue to their narratives.
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