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2017 VCE Maltese written examination 
report 

General comments 
Some students did not understand some questions and did not analyse the information as 
required. In some cases, some students’ answers to Questions 9, 10 and 12 were shorter than the 
required number of words. Some students demonstrated very little skill in the expansion of ideas or 
the manipulation of vocabulary and language structures. Basic grammar rules such as agreement 
between pronouns, verbs and adjectives were ignored in some cases. Some students presented 
sound arguments in their writing and used more complex phrases/sentences such as ‘brimba kbira 
daqs pala ta l’idejn’ (a spider as big as the palm of the hand) and ‘ssewdilha qalbha’ (her heart is 
saddened).  

Specific information 
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 
Part A – Answer in English 
Text 1 
Question 1 

Candidates who are eligible for the scholarship need to: 

• be between 18 and 20 years old 
• have studied Maltese at secondary school level 
• be interested to work as a nurse in Maltese hospitals 
• obtain a reference from the school principal 
• have a health certificate. 

Text 2 
Question 2a. 

The information the woman wanted from the man was how to go to Triq il-Gdida. She was going to 
visit her friend who she hadn’t seen for a while. 

Question 2b. 

It was difficult to obtain that information because: 

• the information office was closed 
• it was a holiday and the shops were closed 
• her mobile phone was not charged, so she couldn’t ring or contact her friend directly. 
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Question 2c. 

Evidence in the text suggests that the man was generous because: 

• he offered his mobile phone to her so that she could ring her friend, even though she was a 
stranger he had never met 

• he was generous with his time and tried to help her by suggesting potential solutions. 

Text 3 
Question 3a. 

Changes that Karmnu Borg saw in the manufacturing and selling of ice-cream were: 

• instead of having a barrel with ice and salt to produce ice-cream, he had machinery (a 
refrigerator) 

• instead of a cart, he had a van 
• before, he only had one flavour, vanilla, but now there were many more flavours 
• whereas before an ice-cream was a rare treat, now it can be an everyday treat. 

Question 3b. 

Karmnu Borg was dedicated to his business because: 

• in winter, he uses the off-time to paint the van and clean the machinery 
• when he is on holidays, he goes to Italy to learn more about ice-cream making as Italy is the 

best country in the world for ice-cream production 
• he has been in this business for more than 50 years. 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 
In this section, students must provide clear and detailed responses that demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of the text.  

Text 4 
Question 4a. 

According to the advertisement, the special event taking place next week in Malta is Fashion 
Festival Week.  

Question 4b. 

Words of enthusiasm used by the speaker in the advertisement are: 

• ‘I urge you’ (twice), ‘wonderful fashion parade’, ‘very popular’ 
• emphasis on the fact that the models are ‘international’ 
• ‘Bring your friends’, ‘Hope to see you there’ (said very enthusiastically) 
• ‘elegant clothing’. 

Text 5 
Question 5a. 

The woman was happy because: 

• she had always wanted a ride in a luzzu and now her wish was being granted 
• she wanted to record everything on her camera to remember the experience 
• she appreciates that she had this talk with the man. 
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Question 5b. 

The modern luzzu differs from the traditional one because: 

• it is made of fiberglass, not wood 
• the oars have been replaced by a diesel engine 
• modern luzzus can work in winter as well as they have a cabin that can provide shelter in a 

storm 
• modern luzzus do not need much maintenance. 

Text 6 
Question 6a. 

Paul’s opinion of the film industry in Malta is: 

• that Malta is too small to have a film industry 
• that only small films that are not important are made in Malta. 

Question 6b. 

Mary proves her point regarding this industry by:  

• pointing out that Malta has many historically unique places like the Neolithic temples and the 
knights’ palaces (good for filming) 

• stating that the film Titanic was filmed in a specially built basin in the sea around Malta 
• reminding him that Malta is benefitting from the film industry with funding from the government 

and the European Union (EU) 
• being confident that there is more information on the internet. 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding 
Part A – Answer in English 
In this section, students need to understand the aspects of the text by comparing, contrasting, 
summarising, evaluating and/or conveying the information appropriately. 

Text 7 

Most students did not explain fully why the building was described as ‘abandoned’.  

Question 7a. 

The word ‘abandoned’ is used in the title because: 

• the building had broken windows and the walls were covered with graffiti and paint 
• even though it had been a church, it was being used to store carnival floats. 

Question 7b. 

Christine is full of admiration for the women who lived in the monastery because: 

• they were hard-working, intelligent women 
• they knew how to manage money, owned property and had saved for their old age 
• they kept exact records of their expenditures. 

Text 8 
Question 8a. 

In her acceptance speech of the award, Sylvia imparted the following knowledge about Gozo lace: 

• She said that Gozitan lace has a unique pattern only worked in Gozo. 
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• She said that Father Joseph Diacono had opened a school in Xaghra, Gozo so that young 
girls could learn lace-making. 

Question 8b. 

Sylvia still has a mystery to solve because: 

• she does not know anything about the woman who originally made the wedding dress  
• the writer asks herself several questions about the woman: Who was she? Did she make the 

wedding dress for herself or for her daughter? Was the dress an order she had filled? 
• She also wonders about the mystery of the dress itself by asking: How did the dress end up in 

a plastic bag in a shop in Australia?  

Part B – Answer in Maltese 
Question 9 

Students had to write an email in Maltese persuading the public relations manager that they would 
be an excellent candidate to take part in a television program. Only information from the text 
should have been used. 

The different pieces of writing showed various degrees of depth in the knowledge of vocabulary, 
correct language structures, organisation of information and sequence of ideas. Some students did 
not reach the required number of words (approximately 150 words) due to limited ideas. 

Section 3 – Writing in Maltese 
Question 10 

This was the most popular question in this section. Students needed to imagine themselves 
walking in the Maltese countryside and hearing a voice calling. They discovered it was an olive tree 
that called. It proceeded to narrate its life story. Students were to write the story as told by the tree 
for a school magazine dedicated to short stories.  

Question 11 

In their final school year, students were asked by their teacher to visit a museum or an art gallery. 
They were to write an evaluative report about their visit for the Maltese school’s newsletter. 

Question 12 

Students needed to write an informative formal letter to the Maltese Tourism Authority, 
recommending ways in which the fortress could serve as a tourist attraction. A picture of the 
fortress was included as part of the question. This writing style required knowledge of the 
appropriate salutations and address. 
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