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2018 VCE Maltese written examination 
report 

General comments 

Most students who sat the 2018 Maltese written examination demonstrated competence in the 

language, with marks ranging from above average to excellent. These students expressed 

themselves well in the breadth and depth of information, the appropriate use of language 

structures, vocabulary and grammar. Their style of writing was engaging because their ideas 

flowed through their writing in Section 3. However, a few students did not demonstrate 

understanding of the requirements of some questions and used poor language structures and 

grammar to support their writing in Questions 9, 10 and 11. 

In some cases, students appeared to have disregarded or not fully understood the requirements of 

a question. A translation of the provided text is not enough to correctly and fully answer a question. 

Students are reminded that writing a formal letter is different from writing comments on social 

media, and therefore appropriate conventions must be used to reflect knowledge of various text 

types. 

Specific information 

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless 

otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

Section 1 – Listening and Responding 
Part A – Answer in English 

Text 1 
Question 1 

To apply for the position advertised, people: 

 must be between 18 and 20 years old 

 must have studied Maltese to a high level. 

Text 2 
Question 2a. 

According to Emma, the project might fail because: 

 the soil is very poor (so nothing grows) 

 there isn’t enough rain (to water the plants) 

 desalination uses too much energy (power). 

Question 2b. 

Mr Grima convinces Emma that the project will be a success because: 
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 organic fertilisers have been used to enrich the soil 

 desalinated water is used 

 solar panels provide energy (power) so the energy is cheap and clean. 

Text 3 
Question 3 

Michael 

 does not want Johnny to go overseas 

 the time overseas will disrupt his studies (he could lose his place) 

 a year is too long to be away 

 the comforts of home will be replaced by horrible hotels 

Lina 

 is in favour of Johnny going overseas 

 a year goes by quickly 

 Johnny is sensible and will catch up with his studies when he returns 

 he will gain independence and even if he experiences some discomfort, it may not be such a 

bad thing 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 

In this part, students’ responses were clear and detailed, demonstrating thorough understanding of 

the text.  

Text 4 
Question 4a. 

He is worried about electric trucks and that they will not have a driver. 

Question 4b. 

Karmena shows that she is positive about the future because: 

 she thinks that technology will be developed properly before it is made available to people 

 her tone is very positive and enthusiastic when she says, ‘The truck will become its own 

driver’. 

Text 5 
Question 5 

The evidence that suggests that Elena is a very committed student is: 

 She has come to Malta specifically to study English. 

 She is studying in summer, even though it is very hot. 

 While the other students are at the beach, she uses that time to revise the lesson that she had 

in the morning. 

 She prefers classroom teaching to the internet. 

 She would like to study to be a doctor and then continue studying psychology. 

Text 6 
Question 6a. 

Victor’s concerns are:  

 whether or not the government will support the project (financially) 

 that his application may take a long time to be approved. 
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Question 6b. 

Rena’s responses to Victor’s concerns are:  

 In some cases, the government can help by providing human resources. 

 The application must comply with the criteria. 

 The government will connect him with researchers on aquaculture at the university. 

 The application will not take too long if all the rules are followed. 

Section 2 – Reading and Responding 

In this section students had to understand general and specific aspects of the text by comparing, 

contrasting, evaluating and conveying the information appropriately. 

Part A – Answer in English 

Text 7 
Question 7 

Jeremy Boissevain’s prediction was that festas would cease to be important. However, festas 

became more important because the increased affluence gave rise to more fireworks, more band 

marches and more street decorations. People, especially young people, participated more. The 

exuberance/joy/enjoyment pleased everyone. 

Students generally answered Question 7 clearly and accurately.  

Text 8 

There was very little indication of evaluation in students’ answers. 

Question 8 
Positive aspects 

 The preparation for the festa can benefit people by giving them skills that they can use in the 

future.  

 The festa can offer an opportunity for the family to gather. 

 The festa can be seen as a way of keeping past traditions alive for children. 

Negative aspects 

 Festas create a great deal of noise pollution from bands, fireworks, shrill noises from young 

people, bells ringing continuously, and garbage 

 Roads are closed. 

 Bad behaviour from young people, for example, throwing water bombs at each other. 

Part B – Answer in Maltese 

Question 9 

Students had to write a formal letter in Maltese to their Year 12 coordinator to persuade her to 

allow them to join the Maltese Cross Band, even though they are already in the school orchestra.  

Some students used the correct text type required for a formal letter. There was some range in the 

organisation and sequence of ideas, persuasive language and use of grammar. This piece of 

writing required a more formal style than the casual style used in social media and email. 
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Section 3 – Writing in Maltese 

Question 10 

This was the most popular question in this section. Students had to write two reflective diary 

entries describing their experiences and emotions during two weeks where they had no access to 

social media. 

Most students included reflective ideas in the second diary entry, which showed progression of 

thought.  

Question 11 

Students had to write an informative article for an in-flight magazine, encouraging tourists to have a 

ride in a karozzin when they are in Malta.  
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