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2024 VCE Punjabi oral external 
assessment report 

Refer to the VCE Punjabi study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this 

study and how it is assessed. 

Section 1: Conversation 

What students did well 
In the 2024 examination, students: 

• engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, for example, school and home life, family 

and friends, interests and aspirations 

• were able to communicate their points effectively, and demonstrated capacity to maintain and advance 

the exchange of ideas and views 

• provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth 

• responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including through the use of 

appropriate repair strategies as needed 

• used appropriate grammar and sentence structures, and expressed their views using a range of 

appropriate vocabulary 

• used traditional Punjabi-language words, sayings and idioms to express their command over the spoken 

language. Most students showed clarity of expression in their spoken language.  

Areas for improvement 
In preparation for the examination, students could: 

• practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. A few students needed 

some assistance to maintain the conversation. Additionally, students should work on responding directly 

to questions rather than talking from their own experiences 

• include the use of synonyms to strengthen their ideas and opinions while using grammatically correct 

sentence structure 

• practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed; for example, to correct words 

spoken in English or Hindi 

• practise pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo; for example, pronunciation of commonly used 

words 

• practise appropriate vocabulary to avoid the use of slang 

• build vocabulary specific to their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as 

learners. A few students gave very brief responses to the assessors’ questions, indicating a lack of 

vocabulary in the Punjabi language and command over the spoken language 

• use correct sentence structures; for example, myrw ipqw dw Brw should be spoken as myry ipqw dw Brw (my 

father’s brother). 
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Students should note the following: 

Incorrect use Correct use Translation 

DMnXwvwd DMnvwd  thank you 

coqw prw Cotw Brw  younger brother 

dwdUqy cwcU dwdw Aqy cwcw  grandfather and uncle 

gwey gW  cow 

pRIKSw pRIiKAw  examination 

Section 2: Discussion 

What students did well 
In the 2024 examination, students: 

• introduced the focus of the subtopic chosen for their detailed study in less than one minute, alerting 

assessors to any objects brought to support the discussion of the subtopic 

• chose a range of subtopics, including 

− the migration of Punjabi people 

− Punjabi music  

− Punjabi sports  

− Punjabi festivals (Vaisakhi, Diwali and Lohrhi) 

− the geography of Punjab 

− the challenges faced by Punjabi migrant women 

− the Punjabi-speaking community (Dr Surjeet Patar) 

− Punjabi great personalities (Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia, Baba Banda 

Singh Bahadur, Bibi Rajni, Nirmaljit Singh Sekhon, Amrita Pritam, Kartar Singh Sarabha, Gadri 

Babbey and Maharani Jind Kaur) 

− Punjabi historical places such as Sri Mukatsar Sahib, Saragarhi and Amritsar  

− the 1947 Division of Punjab 

• displayed the capacity to maintain and advance the exchange appropriately and effectively 

• presented the information, ideas and opinions on their chosen subtopic, showing deep understanding 

and relevant breadth and depth of knowledge 

• presented their content using accurate vocabulary and grammar. 

Areas for improvement 
In preparation for the examination, students could: 

• choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and interests 

• practise maintaining the conversation while remaining focused on their chosen subtopic. Some students 

could not maintain their discussion due to a lack of in-depth knowledge about their subtopic  

• prepare their subtopic thoroughly, such as by including relevant information about the subtopic from 

different resources. They should practise their oral presentation in class or before someone who is an 

expert in Punjabi language and grammar, so tthey can receive feedback on areas for improvement  
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• research their subtopic and practise commonly used words and specific terms and vocabulary related to 

it  

• practise using Punjabi sayings or idioms that are relevant to the subtopic to emphasise their ideas and 

opinions in the discussion. Students should avoid the use of English and Hindi words as well as slang. 

They should make use of tkswlI bolI (textbook language).  

Students should note the following:  

Incorrect use Correct use Translation 

by-GrI hueI by-GrI hoeI  became homeless 

BivSX Biv`K  future 

bVHq A`gy hoxw  leads by 

mMmw – pwpw mwqw – ipqw  mother – father 

Kwxw il`qw Kwxw ilAw  took food 

swvx dw mhInw swaux dw mhInw  the name of a Punjabi month 
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