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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
In 2023, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world; for example, school and home life, family and friends, interests and aspirations. The majority of students engaged freely in a general conversation about their personal world, discussing, for example, their future profession, school and subjects studied, hobbies and interests, friends, home life, pets and family
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth. High-scoring students provided highly relevant responses which included an excellent range of information, ideas and opinions presented clearly and logically. For example, students demonstrated enthusiasm in discussing topics related to learning Russian in Australia, preserving Russian traditions within their families and recipes of their favourite dishes during traditional celebrations. The role of grandparents, especially a grandmother, was highlighted when describing the process of Russian language acquisition in Australia
clarified, elaborated on and defended ideas and opinions. High-scoring students engaged in a spontaneous discussion with the assessors and were able to clarify, elaborate on and defend ideas and opinions about their personal world, answering questions such as ‘Why did you choose a particular hobby or a subject at school?’, ‘What would you do if … ?’, ‘What would happen if … ?’, ‘What would you say if … ?’. One of the detailed answers to the question why students chose to learn Russian was «Русский язык даёт мне возможность общаться с большим количеством людей и читать произведения классиков русской литературы» (‘Russian gives me an opportunity to communicate with a lot of people and to read classical Russian literature’)
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate strategies as needed. Students were able to include appropriate strategies in order to advance the conversation, for example, asking questions such as ‘Could you repeat the question, please?’ or ‘Could you clarify what you mean?’ or using phrases such as ‘You probably know that …’, ‘Everyone knows that …’ and ‘You may not agree with me but …’
used appropriate vocabulary. Many students used idioms, proverbs and winged phrases, including верить на слово (take on trust), попасть в точку (hit it just right), на носу (around the corner), ложь во спасение (a saving lie). Higher-scoring students used sophisticated vocabulary and structures accurately and appropriately and were usually able to self-correct. They also used an excellent range of vocabulary, structures and expressions, and consistently used highly appropriate style and register
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. These were real strengths in most students this year.
Areas for improvement
In preparing for this exam, students could:
ensure adequate preparation to the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. Students should avoid pre-learned answers as they could disadvantage them if they are not relevant to the question being asked. It is important that students support their responses with real-life examples, personal experiences or facts where necessary. Students should not provide short, simple answers and rely on the support of the assessors to continue the conversation. They are required to advance the conversation spontaneously and without additional support
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation. Students are required to elaborate on a range of questions relevant to one topic. For example, after speaking about their favourite sport, students should be prepared to talk about how to maintain a balance between study and sports training, how sport influences their personality, what arguments they could list to persuade their friends to take up this particular sport, etc.
build confidence through practising interactions in Russian
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax. Students are encouraged to avoid simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers and should practise using complex sentence structures and syntax where appropriate. The most common mistakes in complex sentences included incorrect usage of participles, gerunds and the pronoun который (which) in appropriate number, gender and case. An example of incorrect usage is «Вещи, которых вы не задумывались» instead of «Вещи, o которых вы не задумывались» (‘Things about which you did not think’)
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. If students do not understand exactly what the assessor is asking, they should ask the assessor to repeat the question, rephrase it or to clarify it
revise grammar. The following areas of grammar can be improved:
the usage of nouns, pronouns and adjectives in different cases: for example, in genitive case students used для взрослые и дети instead of для взрослых и детей (for adults and children), and нет любимых художники instead of нет любимых художников (no favourite artists); in dative case, меня восемнадцать лет instead of мне восемнадцать лет (I am 18 years old); in accusative case читать Достоевский instead of читать Достоевского (read Dostoevsky); in instrumental case, стать учителём instead of стать учителем (become a teacher), and с электричествой instead of с электричеством (with electricity), я интересуюсь искусство (instead of я интересуюсь искусством; ‘I am interested in art’), and using я занимаюсь рисование instead of я занимаюсь рисованием (I’m drawing); in prepositional case, о вреду instead of о вреде (about the harm), and читал в Интернету instead of читал в Интернете (read on the Internet), and using в маленьких городов instead of в маленьких городах (in small towns) 
verbal government: for example, играю компьютерные игры instead of играю в компьютерные игры (I play computer games), разговариваем на телефон instead of разговариваем по телефону (talking on the phone), я это добьюсь instead of я этого добьюсь (I will achieve this) 


the usage of pronouns: for example, ихняя среда instead of их среда (their environment), and я обожаю его (книгу) instead of я обожаю её – книгу (I love it, the book); the usage of prepositions: for example, в сайте instead of на сайте (online); comparative forms of adverbs and adjectives: for example более эффективней, довольно безопаснее instead of эффективнее, безопаснее (more efficient, safer); and numerals: for example двое собак instead of две собаки (two dogs)
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. While many students were confident in using vocabulary specific to their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture, it is important that students are aware of the appropriateness of style and register. For example, words and phrases such as кайф (a buzz), прикольный (cool), классный (top-class), прикольно (fun), круто (super), приколоться (to have fun), тупить (be slow-witted), блин (effing), вкусняшки (goodies), забивать на …(not to care about something), ну как его (well, what was that), типа (sort of) may be appropriate in daily colloquial Russian, but they should be avoided in the exam and replaced by their neutral equivalents. Greetings привет (hi), пока (bye) and words such as знаешь (you know) are also not appropriate when addressing the assessor
avoid usage of anglicisms, for example: делать сёрфинг (to do surfing), я делаю инженеринг (I do engineering), у меня есть стресс (I have stress), коммуницировать (to communicate), написать фантазию (to write a fantasy), and наука меня стрессует (science stresses me)
use appropriate verbs. Examples of verb-choice errors include: мы кушаем русскую еду (we eat Russian food), приобрёл факты в статьях (I acquired facts in articles), он перешёл в Санкт-Петербург (he moved to St Petersburg), and я одеваю костюм (I put on a suit)
practise pronunciation, intonation, stress, and tempo. If students speak too fast, assessors may not hear and understand word endings. During the oral examination clarity of expression is important. Incorrect stress usage included stress errors in plural forms of nouns, for example плюсЫ instead of плЮсы (pluses); stress errors in nouns in different cases, for example в мЕстах instead of в местАх (in places); stress errors in proper nouns, for example, фильмы Леонида ГАйдая instead of фильмы Леонида ГайдАя (films of Leonid Gaidai).


Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In 2023, students:
clearly introduced the focus of the subtopic chosen for their detailed study in less than one minute, alerting assessors to any objects brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. Students were able to clearly introduce their subtopic in less than one minute when prompted by the assessors to indicate the subtopic of their detailed study. Students discussed topics relevant to history and historical figures, art, music, education, and current ecological and economic problems with reference to the texts studied. In 2023, students also discussed stimulating subtopics such as the use of insects in the food industry and the influence of AI on our daily life
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic. High-scoring students chose an engaging subtopic for their discussion and presented an excellent range of information clearly and logically, with highly relevant responses to discussion questions
used the image to support the discussion on the subtopic. Some students used an image of a painting, a photo, a diagram or a drawing to support their discussion on the subtopic
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions. Higher-scoring students were able to express a variety of views and clearly justify their opinions with reasons, examples and evidence
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas. High-scoring students made use of opinions from scientists and experts and relevant statistical data
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion
used appropriate vocabulary. High-scoring students accurately used appropriate vocabulary as well as terminology related to the topic being discussed. Examples of well-chosen vocabulary based on the subtopic of third-level education were бакалавриат (undergraduate studies), специалитет (specialist program), прослушанные лекции (lectures attended), по окончании университета (after graduating from the university), отток профессиональных кадров (outflow of professional staff). Other successful choices included compound words, for example нейролингвистический (neurolinguistic), кораблестроение (shipbuilding), лесотерапия (forest therapy)
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo. In general, clarity of expression, such as pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo, was the strong point in students’ discussions.
Areas for improvement
In preparing for this exam, students could: 
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit ability and interests. While most of the subtopics were well-chosen and allowed students to express their opinions, others limited students in reaching an in-depth understanding about the topic. For example, topics that stimulated productive discussion included «Анна Павлова – душа русского балета» (‘Anna Pavlova – the soul of the Russian ballet’), «Крещение Руси» (‘The Christianisation of Rus’), «Безработица и как она влияет на население страны и на качество жизни» (‘The impact of unemployment and its influences on population and quality of life’), «Русский портрет – это явление русское или европейское?» (‘Is a Russian portrait a Russian or a European occurrence?), «Насекомые как пищевая продукция: перспективное решение или нарушение экосистемы?» (‘Insects as food: an innovative solution or a disrupted ecosystem?’)
choose a subtopic that is not general but has a focus. For example, instead of a subtopic «Большой Барьерный риф» (‘Great Barrier Reef’) a more detailed title could be: «Большой Барьерный риф: влияние глобального потепления» (‘Great Barrier Reef: the influence of global warming’)
ensure that the subtopic is succinct. Some subtopics were very long, for example, «Является ли книга “12 стульев” шедевральной сатирой на советский строй или случайной успешной комедией?» (‘Is the book “12 Chairs” a masterpiece satire on the Soviet system or an accidental successful comedy?’), «Болонская система образования в России – это качественное и комфортное образование или иллюзия высокого уровня подготовки студентов?» (‘Is the Bologna education system in Russia a high-quality and comfortable education or an illusion of a high level of student training?’, «Картина “Чёрный квадрат” Казимира Малевича – это шарлатанство, возведённое в культ, или проявление гениальности?» (‘The painting “Black Square” by Kazimir Malevich: is it charlatanism elevated to a cult, or a manifestation of genius?’). While all these subtopics allowed students to discuss multiple perspectives during their discussion, it could be beneficial to shorten the title so that students are clear about the focus of their subtopic
prepare with an appropriate number of quality sources, for example a combination of aural and visual, as well as written texts, to explore the subtopic in sufficient depth. Some students thought that a genuine interest in the topic without consulting sources (including online, printed and visual) is sufficient. It is important to prepare for the subtopic in advance
make reference to the sources or texts studied for the detailed study. When listing the sources used to prepare the topic, it is not necessary for students to spell out the website URL. Naming the title of the article and the author is sufficient. It is important for students to compare sources and to establish how relevant they were to the topic studied and which source was the most (or least) interesting and useful.
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view, or presenting general knowledge as research
convey information learnt from sources but also express an opinion with an original perspective on the subtopic
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question. Students need to be able to carry the conversation forward with some original input and not rely on support from the assessors to allow a natural flow of information exchange
practise using repair strategies
revise grammar. Common errors during discussion included the usage of nouns, pronouns and adjectives in genitive case: for example с помощью химикаты и маслы instead of с помощью химикатов и масел (using chemicals and oils), and using много газах instead of много газов (a lot of gases); in accusative case: вырубают дерев instead of вырубают деревья (trees are being cut down), нaрушало нашего природного баланса instead of нaрушало наш природный баланс (disrupt our natural balance); in prepositional case: в этот фотографии instead of на этой фотографии (in this photo). Numerals declension was another common error during the discussion, for example using от двухста страниц instead of от двухcот страниц (from two hundred pages)
build vocabulary specific to the subtopic selected for the detailed study. Lexical mistakes were common in this part of the exam, for example, using мы делаем сложнее жить instead of мы усложняем жизнь (we are making life more difficult), and мы кушаем пластик instead of мы употребляем в пищу пластик (we are consuming plastic); and difficulties in using appropriate terminology correctly, for example биоразнообразность instead of биоразнообразие (biodiversity). Anglicisms should not be used, for example сурсы instead of источники (sources), критицизм (instead of критика (criticism), популяция стала больше instead of население увеличилось (population became larger)
be aware that the support material must have minimal or no writing on it (a heading or title of the discussion subtopic only).
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