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Section 1: Listening and responding 

Part A – Responding in English 
Most students responded fairly well in this section and were able to understand the texts and to 

answer the questions appropriately and correctly. There were some instances where the answers 

were not completed to get the full marks. Some responses included information in the text that was 

not relevant to the question. 

Text 1 

Question 1 

Relevant answers included: 

• able to enjoy a special Sri Lankan herbal drink

• able to join chefs to prepare one’s own meal

• children can eat as many chocolates as they like from a chocolate mountain built there

• able to enjoy Calypso and Baila music when leaving the restaurant.

Some students wrote that customers can celebrate their birthday parties for free in the 

restaurant. Although this was mentioned in the text, it was not considered as a correct response.

 Text 2 

Question 2a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• The irrigation technology in Sigiriya which still transfers water to the pond on top of the rock and 
the fountains at ground level. The water system is very advanced.

• The natural colours used in painting the frescoes remain unfaded.

• The structure of the mirror wall has remained intact for nearly 2000 years.

Some responses mentioned that the ponds on the rock never became dry. This was not considered a 

correct answer because it was not mentioned in the text. 
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Question 2b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• According to history, King Kashyapa built Sigiriya fortress as a hideout from his brother Mugalan

(after forcibly expelling him and ascending to the throne).

• According to Dr Obesekera’s book, Sigiriya used to be the palace of King Kuwera, and was
named ‘Alakamandawa’ (as mentioned in the 5000 years old Sanskrit epic ‘Ramayana’).

Students need not have written the complete answer, including all the text within brackets, to 

get one mark for each view. 

Text 3 

Question 3 

Relevant answers included: 

• story books available (suitable for all age groups) at a cheaper price

• story-writing sessions run by famous authors for young writers

• ancient recipe books for youth who are interested in cooking (healthy meals)

• drama workshops based on famous stories for young people

• new and second-hand schoolbooks at discounted prices for school children

• tickets bought online offer a youth discount.

Most students identified the first five points from the text but only a few mentioned the sixth point. 

Part B – Responding in Sinhala 
It was evident that most students were able to understand the texts and write the answers in Sinhala 

clearly and appropriately. 

Text 4 

Question 4a. 

Relevant answer include: 

• msßñka i`oyd jQ ógr 10000 ;r`.fhaoS wka;suhd jk nj oek oek;a ;r`.h w; fkdyer wjidk

b,lalh lrd osùu' (He completed the race despite the fact that it would normally be over with the

winner having completed the event.)

Most students responded correctly to this question.

Question 4b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• cmdkfha mdi,a fmd;a j,g Tyqf.a l;dj we;=,;a l<d' (They included his story in school texts.)

• krUkakka wik j,ska ke.S isg mS%;sf>daId mj;ajd Tyqg Wmydr l<d' (The audience watching the

game gave him a standing ovation and a thunderous cheer.)

• cmka cd;slhka Tyqf.a fkdmiqng W;aiyh w.hlr f.!rjhla f,i  Tyq ^ks, we`ÿu wxl 67& ùrfhla

f,i kï l<d' (The Japanese, who valued his determination, named him [‘Uniform 67’] as a

hero.)
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Text 5 

Question 5a. 

Relevant answers included: 

• ßhÿrdf.a Wi" w;a iy ll=,aj, os. wkqj ßhÿre wiqk" lkakdâh hkdosh iajhxl%Shj ilia ùu'

(Driving seat and mirrors get automatically adjusted according to the driver’s height, length of

legs and hand position.)

• jdykfha whs;slref.a uqyqK y`ÿkd .ekSfuka muKla jdykh mK .ekaùug yelsùu' (Face-

recognition technology is required to start the engine.)

Most students responded correctly and clearly in Sinhala. 

Question 5b. 

Relevant answers included: 

• fjk;a jdyk" f.dvke`.s,s iy bkaOk msrjqïy,a jeks ia:dk iu`. ikaksfõokh  l< yels

fikai¾'wkd.; ld¾ j,g we;=,;a úh yela hehs is;Su' (Future cars will have sensors that will be

able to communicate with other vehicles and objects such as buildings and petrol stations.)

• ^;dlaIKsl oshqKqj;a iu`.& ñksia weia fjkqjg leurd u`.ska iajhxl%Shj ;SrK f.k .uka lrk jdyk

tAù hehs weh úYajdi lsÍu' (She believes new technology is coming that will rely on cameras

rather than human eyes to allow the vehicle to make navigation decisions.)

• wkd.; ld¾j, jdykfha .uka lrk .ukau iQï ;dlaIKh mdúÉÑ lsÍu" Bfï,a heùu jeks

myiqlïmjd u`.Skag ,efí hehs is;Su' (There will be various services available for passengers,

such as Zoom and email.)

Most students identified the correct answers to this question. 

Text 6 

Question 6 

Relevant answers included: 

• me,a lú - f.dúhka ;u f.dhu I;=kaf.k /l .ekSug ;ksju me,g ù ? t<sjk;=re .dhkd

lrk ,o lú'(Verses from the watch-huts were sung by the farmers who had to spend nights in

their huts protecting the crops from animals.)

• mdre lú - u.Skag fukau mdre mojkakdg o úfkdaohla ,ndoSug ^.x bjqrej,g  ù u.Ska tk;=re n,d

isák& mdremojkakka úiska .dhkd lrk ,o lú'  (Raft verses were sung by raftsmen to entertain

passengers, who were waiting on the shore, while rowing the boats across the river.)

• f.dhï lú - f.dhï me< isgqjoaoS iy f.dhï lmoaoS we;sjk uykaish ksjd .ekSug$ Tjqkaf.a isf;a

we;sjk I;=g m%ldY lsÍug f.dùka úiska .dhkd lrk ,o lú' (Verses of paddy were sung by

farmers to get rid of tiredness OR to express their joy while working in the paddy fields.)

One mark was awarded for giving the name of the verse and one mark for explaining the situation in 

which it was sung. If the explanation did not match the name one mark was awarded for the name of 

the verse. Most students responded correctly using the language appropriately. 
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Section 2: Reading and responding 

Part A – Responding in English 

Text 7 

Question 7 

Relevant answers included: 

• any age group can enjoy these as they present Jataka and historical stories in a simplified way

• some stories include innocent jokes and advisory or important (didactic) messages which teach

how to respect and be kind to one another

• viewers get an opportunity to watch this unique cultural heritage of puppetry performances

• watching puppet shows allows the villagers to have fun and relax together

• it enables them to build and strengthen social relationships.

Many students identified all five points for the answer. Very few students identified only 3 to 4 correct 

points. 

Question 8 

Relevant answers included: 

Ecological benefits of the mangrove ecosystem 

• Acts as a windbreak and reduces beach erosion caused by high winds.

• The nutrients added from the plants and animals living there provide a very good source of food

for fish and other aquatic animals.

• The roots of mangrove plants release oxygen and absorb toxins dissolved in water, thus

providing a good breeding place for fish and other aquatic animals.

Economic benefits of the mangrove ecosystem 

• Beaches with mangroves are very attractive places for the tourism industry due to their scenic

nature.

• An abundant fish population supports those who do fishing as a profession.

Most students achieved full marks and were able to write the answers correctly under ecological and 

economic benefits.  
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Part B – Responding in Sinhala 

Text 9 

Students were asked to write a letter to a friend about their experience participating in a working bee 

to restore the Malwathu River. 

• Text type: informal letter

• Kind of writing: personal

• Audience: friend

Elaboration of personal experiences: 

• Th fomi we;s rlaIs; jkh mßlaIdlr úkdY ù we;s .ia fjkqjg w¨f;ka me, frdamKh lsÍu

md<s,`oj ,enQ w;aoelSï (helping to check the forest reserve around the lake and planting seedlings 
to replace the destroyed trees)

• Th wjg tl;= ù we;sl=Kq li, bj;a l< wdldrh (assisting in removing the garbage around the 
lake)

• ie,aúkshd bj;a lsÍug meñKs lKavdhug lEu îu j,ska ix.%y l< wdldrh (serving food and drinks 

to the specially trained team that came to clear the salvinia weed).

Every student addressed the text type, kind of writing and audience well in their response. 

Many students described the work they performed at the working bee to a great extent. Only a few 

students described the experiences they gained and expressed their feelings and opinions. Very good 

vocabulary was evident in the students’ letters. 

Section 3: Writing in Sinhala 
The students should read the text they select very carefully and make note of the kind of text and type 

they are supposed to use. 

Text 10 

Question 10 

Students were asked to write a review for a film about how the future of a student was shaped by a 

teacher.  

• Text type: article

• Kind of writing: persuasive

• Audience: youth

Description of elaboration: 

• fyd`o .=rejrfhl=f.a .=Kdx. iy ;reK whf.a wkd.;h yev .eiaùug tAjd Wojq jk wdldrh' (the

valuable qualities of a good teacher and how these qualities help the young in modelling their

future)

• fyd`o .=rejrfhl=f.a .=Kdx. úoyd olajk Ñ;%mgfha Ndú;d lr we;s úfYaIs; ,laIK yd l%u

fõohla' (features and techniques used in the film that highlighted the qualities of the good

teacher)
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• Ñ;%mgfha m%Odk k¿ ks<shkaf.a rx.kh tu Ñ;%mgfha .=Kd;aul Ndjh jeä oshqKq lr we;s wdldrh

(how the main actors’ performances enhanced the richness of the film)

Very few students selected this question for their writing. Those who did showed a good 
understanding of the text type, indicated the topic and the author, and used formal writing language. 
However, elaboration on the teacher’s qualities and the impact of those qualities on the students, and 
the persuasive language used to encourage others to see the film were not very evident. Students

should use appropriate language to suit the kind of writing required by the question. 

Text 11 

Question 11 

Students were asked to write an imaginative short story for a young writers’ competition about finding 

a large envelope in the mailbox containing an invitation to attend a Christmas celebration at the North 

Pole.  

• Text type: short story

• Kind of writing: imaginative

• Audience: competition judges

Description of the following: 

• Tn iQodkï jQ wdldrh' (how you prepared for the trip)

• Pdßldj w;r;=f¾oS Tn ,o w;aoelSï' (the experiences gained during the trip)

• k;a;, ieure wdldrh' (how Christmas was celebrated)

• bka wk;=rej isÿjQ foaj,a' (what happened afterwards)

Most students selected this question for their writing and many of the responses were quite 

successful. The students had a good idea about the text type and the language used was appropriate. 

Many responses included the preparation for the trip, experiences during the trip and description of 
the Christmas celebration. Some students wrote it as a dream they had or included a long description

of getting permission from parents for the trip and how they prepared for the trip, rather than the 

experiences gained on the trip and describing the Christmas celebration. There were also some good 

stories that covered the expected descriptions. 

Text 12 

Question 12 

Students were asked to write an article for the science section of a newspaper evaluating an invention 

that impressed them. 

• Text type: newspaper article / formal writing

• Kind of writing: evaluative

• Audience: newspaper readers

Description of the pros and cons of the new invention: 

• kj ks¾udKfha jeo.;a ,laIK" WodyrK- tu.ska l%Shdj,sfha ld¾hkaIu;djh fjkia lrk wdldrh" 

ld,h iy n,Yla;sh iqrlsk wdldrh' (important features of the new invention such as how to 
improve the efficiency of the process that it is used in, how it saves time and energy)
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• wdrïNl iy mj;ajdf.k hEfï úhou" úfYaIs; mqyqKq wjYH;djhka" úúO wjia:d j,oS Ndú;d lsÍfï

yelshdj' (initial and running cost, specialised training requirements, feasibility of usage in

different situations).

Only a few students chose this question which required the use of formal language. Students 
needed to evaluate an invention, not just list its positive aspects; this was not evident in 

some responses.  




