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General comments

Overall, students’ performance in the 2023 Tamil written examination was good. Most students identified the
keywords and phrases within the questions and the texts in Sections 1 and 2 by highlighting or underlining
them. They used the allocated space to take detailed notes from both the listening and reading texts. They
then applied the appropriate ideas and information into their responses with correct structures and syntax.
However, some students, despite having noted the important information from the listening texts or having
underlined the correct information from the reading texts in the allocated space, did not include them in their
answers. Teachers and students are advised that the examination will not consist solely of questions that
require translation or a simple recall of information. While some simpler items may be found, there will also
be some items pitched at a higher cognitive level, requiring analysis, inference, prediction, synthesis or
evaluation. Students should practise ‘reading between the lines’. In Section 1 and Section 2 Part A, students
should not use their general knowledge.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Students who scored highly extracted and used the correct information in their responses. They understood
the texts and responded accurately. Students who did not score well missed the keywords in the questions
and simply translated the parts they had listened to or read. Students should remember to utilise their
reading time wisely, to read the questions carefully and identify the keywords. It is important to find the
information relevant to the questions, and to manipulate the words and phrases appropriately, with starting
and concluding clauses.

It is important that students look carefully at the key words in the questions to ensure that they address the
question correctly. For example, ‘benefits’ in Questions 1 and 8; ‘compare’, ‘9u0Gs’ in Question 6.

Question 1

e They can hire a licensed, experienced handyman at a reasonable price.

e People can buy home-grown fresh vegetables and fruit every morning, or exchange them for something
else, barter-style.

e They can have a chat in the court and enjoy free Italian coffee every Saturday.

Some common incorrect responses were:

e The new neighbour has ten years of experience of cooking as a chef.
e They sell fresh organic vegetables at the front of their house every Saturday.
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Question 2a.

e One side of the roof of the house burnt down.
e The doors and windows were delayed in quarantine storage.

Most students were awarded full scores for this question.
Some common incorrect responses were:

e Due to the heavy rain that occurred three days ago. This storm has created a flood and has torn apart
one side of the house and ripped off the windows and doors.
e The grandmother could not take leave for three weeks.

Question 2b.
e The house that was built with the same design as the house that Father lived in his home town
(overseas).

e The doors and windows were transported from that same house.
e The dream of building this house started 30 years ago.
e The housewarming will take place on Dad’s birthday.

Question 3

e Using LED lights will reduce coal and carbon dioxide emissions.

e The LED lights use a small amount of electricity.

e LED lights are free.

¢ Need to trust Mathavan, who is Tamil and has been carefully selected by the government to attend.

o Many people in the neighbourhood will benefit as well, as they will see Mathavan changing the exterior
bulbs and will accept his offer.

e He uses the example of his sister distributing census forms and how that was a positive experience.

An example of an incorrect answer was ‘It is government law that everyone must use LED lights’.

Question 4

®  gUIHHIGEETTSST Dlevevg Qurll CuaLeuTEeNG lemPLLEST Dbl &elend CaTenebud) DOPLLESET &HsOneusHL WD
SNovg @sveong Gured. (The number of calls from scammers/unregistered numbers will decrease/stop.)

L] Ao LIPléam Hlamaid o emienouled Deulser eTaiar aBlenaulled QHESIDTTEET eTaTUmE AouTsEhL & QT Gudufsd
Gusuaiiast o emrésmiqusts @mssn. (Even if other people say something different, those speaking to them
via the phone call will be able to determine their true state of mind.)

o o flu g FPurtw  eflmeuled Qurmlsaer surhssoro. (Things can be bought for the correct / a
reasonable price.)

Some common incorrect responses were:

o It is cheap, only $98.
o You can use it in mobile phones and in computers.

Question 5a.

o Au auwgled Quiroalsismaiuby HHs JATeuribsrewmnig HESTT. shesuny Asromoaa(hEgs Hussiu@nd
eflenetur @ GwrlLnl euewiy., efwrerd, susemd (paellusuhenn eurhas) eflestur_&QsrQES(HESTT. Nl sargi
urLgreneued SInpdsle(HhEg QusGL eNeneturl Hésefled eN(HUusHL &1 FHULIG(HESTT. (When she was young,
she developed an interest in robots. Her father bought her a remote-controlled toy car, boat and planes.
Then at her school she was keenly involved in remote-controlled games.)
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o ussTD auelUld g Qstiiurer Geusmen Sigueud Quppimisny. (She did her work experience in this field in
Year 10.)

¢ Caumouguaudgssel Ourpiiuts Gmis <65 effleyenurerfl b ulL iugdsuyd shpry. (She had a lecturer
with whom she completed her work experience.)

o wWEHNILOUTPLNWE sHp st Sleumenw QewpPl’ L ss66 o safyfpsry. (Ahilan, who learned mechanical
engineering, helped her with her projects.)

Many students scored three marks for this question. They did not supply one of the last two points. Some
students gave the same idea in different ways in separate bullet points.

For example:

o Aflu awdd Qsgimpulsd afmiub Qstesrry, ([She] was interested at a young age)
*  CGugb Qésmpulsd Jreundsresny... ([she] became further fascinated later)

Some students gave vague responses which did not address the question. For example:

o uLisTd au@lNed Gaueme Sigusud QupPpisty. (She did her work experience in Year 10.)

Question 5b.

BT sog srgesr uppl Wpeesld CuisrerfiLld &Ml seog Qerpsssreows soLHEs aussburg (Wpsorsug sl
sTern Bleweneoulles Q\(Hbs Cuéeneny, FHweviuSeyb@GE Tl flsemsQuriudll L gel(HEg BILST Sog LLTLSWTETE
sOMTGH GrewiLMeug STWNE ghHslCuTeusne epaiproud sTOWSD Bleneowd@ eubgiersn,

(When Narmatha first told the speaker about her lover, the speaker helped to get consent from
Narmatha’s own mother; so the speaker was in the position of first’ mother. When the speaker signs as a
witness at the marriage registration, she takes the place of the ‘third’ mother as Narmatha will accept her
mother-in-law as her second mother.)

Only some students scored full marks for this question. They clearly explained as follows: giwsr ses
Cupurjensuwnsteny BHOU, so1G &1560 allusnrsms euf 0w (psesled & Dy, ey GupurjeeuwnerCy isuengi
Qenpsssrunhé@s AsfeNsdmbsty. 2s6e ... (Narmatha trusted her supervisor and told her about her love
affair first. Then the supervisor told Narmatha'’s parents, so...)

Question 6

SO sHed, slleops sfluner o FefllyLar Cuase, sUlHE smrFsmrsamsl NETUHMISH sTaTLsuDBD Gl(HeuHLD
@555(HESIOL LTS Q(HESDITEE. A FHOS, B shsaMed aHSID SSTETWSISHEUTI Gur pienwwrs, Siuns,
HpTQelglain Sensst eTemreubenpyd weaalsHid sarareblonng @GOLUIQUTmIiYL &1 susrCoussiL eTaTm Blenerss,
gruny efrpd glellad Osreti salsgIb GuauTsabd QsubuL &amiqw Quetieoms cusyGoueGLd 6TaT ol

Blener &S,

Both share similar views. When it comes to studying the Tamil language, they would like their daughter to
develop proper pronunciation and practise Tamil culture.

However, the father would like his daughter to watch TV, especially serials, and compare the heroines and
villainesses. As a result of doing so, Vaani will follow and mimic the good behaviours (forgiving, kind, patient)
of the heroines rather than the behaviours of the villainesses.

The mother would like her to watch only selected programs portraying courageous, determined and high-
achieving women that she can follow in their footsteps rather than watching villainesses or cruelty.

Many students did not write what both parents agreed on, and only wrote about the different opinions they
held.
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Section 2: Reading and responding

Question 7

e More than thousands of years ago, it was the main gravel road used by bullock carts, ponies and
pedestrians to travel long distances. Between the shady trees were freshwater tanks/lakes and load-
bearing stone stands. Places of worship would distribute free food and drinks daily.

e Over time, the road was paved with tar and widened as more people and vehicles began using it and
travel time was reduced.

e The sides of the road had buildings and shade-providing trees. Small shops were seen on the side of the
road and vehicles would stop and park in front of the shops. There were also illegally set up teashops,
fruit shops and residents. Dogs and people would jaywalk.

e The highway now has separate emergency bays for the vehicles to stop; they cannot stop in front of the
shops.

e Now it looks like roads found in developed countries. There are felled trees and stumps and dilapidated
buildings on the sides making it look unsightly.

Students who scored highly described different stages in different paragraphs with specific features in each
stage. They organised the information found in the text suitably in their responses.

Some students merely translated some sentences without considering the various ‘stages in the history of
the road’.

Question 8

e Previously, the elephants ate and destroyed the farmers’ crops, resulting in loss of income for farmers.

e It does require wasting money. For example, to purchase traps and set up electrical fences.

¢ Now, with new specific plants being planted for the elephants, farmers will not lose their crops and
income. It is also environmentally beneficial to keep bees, and people can collect and sell the honey and
get another form of income.

e |t does not waste time. No constant surveillance is required. For example, in the past, farmers would stay
up at night, light fires and make loud noises to try to deter the elephants.

o Elephants are not harmed. Elephants retreat in a calm manner having eaten plants they like (Acacia
trees). They will not get hurt by the traps or by the electric fences.

Some students merely translated some sentences without considering the benefits. Examples of low-scoring
responses were:

¢ Instead of shooting the elephants and causing harm, they reintroduced an old method such as loud
noises and creating smoke, which elephants don'’t like. This has the benefit of deterring elephants from
farmland without destroying the crops.

e This text explains that the farmers used to feed elephants well with healthy plants, and collected their
poo for fertiliser. This method is beneficial for farmers as it is a natural method to keep elephants away.

A few students did not mention that the old method didn’t harm the elephants or that farmers did not need to
waste their time during the day or night.
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Question 9

Students were asked to write an email to demonstrate their understanding of the stimulus text, and to
address the requirements of the task, by conveying the relevant information from the text that is appropriate
to the audience, and in the prescribed writing style and text type.

They were asked to write an email responding to their manager’s request, soliciting the views of employees,
and seeking suggestions on how the workplace could be improved.

Students who score highly were able to successfully include the ‘communication problem’ and the fact that
‘many employees did not want their names mentioned’ in their responses. They used the appropriate
structure of the email text type, and created suitable email addresses, using the sender’s and receiver’s
names. They did not rely heavily on the words and phrases from the stimulus text but manipulated the
language to provide suggestions on how the workplace can be improved.

Many students were able to demonstrate their knowledge of Tamil with well-planned and well-written pieces
that were coherent and varied in vocabulary and sentence structure. Some students’ responses were
accompanied by the skillful and apt use of proverbs, vocabulary, grammar and syntax and demonstrated
relevant ideas appropriate to the text type and the ability to use their knowledge effectively.

The following are typical of high-scoring responses:

o Fhsea Csl(s0sTetiLsaiug Brer seNlul L (penpulle; ...(as you asked, | personally...)

o Quuenss spbeussimid eTanGs (G sG JPwaiBled QBEs shHbgbsmas amplaise ([they] asked me not
to mention their names and reveal their thoughts)

o Igiysten wflur, Bass QsrOds Cousmevenws AplunssQsig (P ssial O Sioy sMmoaug o Bsd aseeo ...
(Dear Maria, | have successfully completed the task you gave me. The solution is in your hands ...)

o e NG CslLspe Wés peg ... (thank you very much for trusting me and asking me ...)

. ... ussoAWreny @(Heufler s DOINUG & DICUSTEOITED ST (LPSIETD sluQeorerBler Blemeoulled o 66T 6TLOGI B MICUSTS08E
868 sowgle urgstés GslLshe... (AS one of our employees said, to save our organisation, like a
sinking ship, you asked just at the right time ...)

o o equrs aumAe sL& Qubpreugl... (immediately organising a bank loan ...)

o  aflranss SrésCaustiou sULtwsdo Qmse8prd. ... ([we are] in a situation that must be solved
immediately ...)

*  QeaBeur eS8 GelioushE ey prevesls @m &l Lsmséamy ... (before spending or investing,
convene a meeting tomorrow and ...)

o omgluh Gursrg s CErdems SilussNsEpniser; (the wages are not enough to justify the sacrifice of their
time)

o  Gameismubawus Gopiug Genwuswbwursg ... (reducing the workload is essential ...)

o  (wabaprisEE auauGish... (will lead to development ...)

o mroisL QBsl Nridmaseie LesLeeuss Ll ulmasléper (I have also experienced these problems
many times.)

o Ao Bausmeownlsst efewasliCureusamed B niouarsens epL Ceuswtngud eugeord AsCeu o L srquns... (as some
employees are leaving, the company may close down, so ...)

*  shEd o Leng BFLougsmsemw aHTLMIS@GD, Gussomoal Gusled (the group leader, Kumuthini, who expects
your rapid response)

Some students copied many sentences from the text, did not include the communication problem in the
workplace, and used a formal letter format. Some students mentioned the names of employees who had
requested anonymity. They included some idioms/proverbs in their writing that were not suitable for the
actual context.

Many students who demonstrated a high ability to present information, ideas or opinions, and used a broad
range of vocabulary and grammatical structure, did not obtain full marks for Question 9 as they did not
include the characteristics of the text type.

© VCAA
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Students should familiarise themselves with the structures and language features of different types of texts,
and different kinds of writing, which are clearly explained in the Tamil study design on pages 50-52, and
page 8 of the updated section.

Teachers could remind students that the knowledge and skills about different types of texts and different
kinds of writing derived from other school subjects are also relevant to writing in Tamil.

According to the final criterion, appearing at the top of Section 2 Part B of the examination, students are
expected to use correct spelling in their writing. Assessors noticed a number of spelling mistakes in students’
writing this year. Some students incorrectly copied words given in the questions.

Accuracy in the use of language, including spelling, is essential.

Section 3: Writing in Tamil

Many students wrote well-planned and coherent pieces that were accompanied by the skillful use of
vocabulary, sentence structures, grammar and syntax. However, many students did not use the
characteristics of the different types of texts and different kinds of writing.

Question 10

Students were asked to write a text of an imagined interview with a new student from a Tamil-speaking
country who describes their school and village to the school captain.

Students who scored highly produced an introduction to the audience and, after introducing the interviewee,
began by asking the student about the differences between the Australian school and the school in their
homeland. The student was able to provide detailed answers by describing the differences and expressing
thoughts and emotions.

The following are ideas and phrases included in high-scoring responses:

o o WEEHST LNLEEESIES aupgaCaar... (Came to the other side of the world ...)

e  Qpfsene uaLelled SIQPTL e UTemnsulled G ressr® LoswolGSwmeod LML Emenevd @l Lwesseh0FliwbCur g
e et 6k Q& L Geuewsrig wer Geusbeumsupenpud ererehsiig aN@Gsusr. (While travelling on a crowded bus to school
for two hours on a rough road, | used to memorise whatever was needed for my studies.)

o  Qsmauses0sm Gsmuesdr... (in every road there are temples ...)

*  Gemflep  ususglsst eTgl STEFld We&@GmPel JAs6er sUg, ULMTEGY, Saldsl® Cursip
afleoetun (ésemamu aflenstur@®8sunib. ... (there is less technology in our village, so we play games like
kabaddi, pallankuli or kilithaddu ...)

o  UEmslLBesd eTey QEeeuwssst, APlwel®, &L GESGDBULTS, wror, HaE ... (evergreen paddy fields, small
houses where extended families live together, uncles, aunties ...)

* s ey QB FEHSE, ULGLWD LsESH, SiENCWIGL &6 NS, weThal g seEr & QpoawhsEsSE CFogid
afeusmuilsst ... (the rivers running with a ‘sala’ sound, grazing cows and frolicking calves, farmers going to
the paddy fields with manveddy [spade] ...)

o LA(PEEIFEDE ETETUG GODey, GHOHEW STeh0s0n FiaNFess] ouetigas oo &reh0soin &)(Hessr
S pEsEsT auemigss ... (cars can’t be seen, people cycle for short distances and use two wheelers
or three wheelers for long distances ...)

o il eangl of Gleausmer Qslwmosd Qsaipsred suGlyse Qeusfuled giutiul @ ... (as | failed to do my
homework, | was sent out of the classroom ...)

Students who did not score well wrote an article about what the new student told them, instead of using the

correct text type (a script of an interview). Some students, even though they demonstrated a very good
command of writing in Tamil, produced an evaluative or comparative interview, rather than a descriptive one.
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For example:

o Q5L UTLETmOE@GD o HSME (PEeaTL UL snened@h o der Geumiur@ast semeu’? & miiiser! (What are the
differences between this school and your previous school? Tell us!) si8gswrs erdeorbo... (@lmost all of
them ...)

o GBaug earer Gougur@sst’... (What other differences?) ur_sremer Grim@gy Grrb... (Starting time of school,
here it is 9.00 am but there it is 7.00 am) wi_sLeGer! 7 wewnssr! (Oh my god! Is it 7 o’clock?)

Question 11

Students were asked to write a newspaper article evaluating whether it would be better to take care of elderly
parents at home, or in an aged care centre.

This was the most popular question.
The following are ideas included in high-scoring responses:

o I Lmbey Qeig @ sUET eTHudbaar suaGelg o hsd usslflensule WraNssao ([I] wrote an
article after the evaluative research, please publish in your newspaper)

*  Siguyd UTEEMBUL Sob& SUDE sonEsm o emeyssmer suph@Geuriser” (Will provide Tamil cultural food
along with love and affection)

o ‘shems sri Guewr ersTLG TG uewLTL G AiuBigiseng...([the proverb] ‘take care of father and
mother’ is deeply rooted in Tamil culture)

o Slajss selluts QbsTH euTses@ woSissh ghulGef@w (if they are alone, they will succumb to
depression)

*  soiG LNETeneT SETONE SETTES G meudSibsTUUTHOIDOUTS QuDCpry oL wb G&usens Ceulpeurmed
st wn? (Who else can give them the same joy as having their child looking after them attentively?)

o Ao WHOuITEEHE lsuisst arbelt m Aopermabure Qméen aaba... (Some elderly feel the
aged care home they live in is like a jail, so ...)

o  phasd o msam QubCprré@ QUCurgl erdmr Qel#fisCan Sensssnar aHisTosdled o Bsen LeTenerse
o msEéGE Qsbsuriser! (Whatever you do to your parents now is what your children will do to you in the
future!)

o a8 Saismed wEPFALTE mausdhHeE8or ms... (Whatever keeps them happy, that is ...)

o Gm usshsmaUD SaTsméeE oflaés Jaisaiar efimiuiug pLiuds serm (it would be better to explain
both sides to them and do whatever they prefer)

o Sy ssausliyh sal L Fssgisier o emreyid... (love, full attention and nutritious food ...)

o safsd selluts QMHEEWLEUTg Assad LILamH o sallse wrmome... (if there is a problem when
they are alone, no one will be there to help ...)

o gn&leob Osflurod Ass sefiuriss, Qumebsaurdsame asliCerégauniss... (they will face big challenges,
difficulties and get distressed without knowing English ...)

e Safsme LEDeaGsaD wiGallssad L aflenerur Géser AhCs Q(HBsTaID Ueansrsensmyd
Guriifstemarsemenyd LTTiILCs SeuFsEnéE L& PEAsmb. (even though there are many games to make them
happy and to motivate them, only seeing their children and grandchildren will make them happy)

o QumehOFdoupsiseErDd Wsa b suflueuiseEndn (WHCureny il ensudSlurmoNsEprisst, whHpeuTse
ambiermaud... (ONnly very rich and very poor people look after their children in their homes. Others, even
if they want to ...)

Some low-scoring responses included general introductions common to many articles. For example:

* sawil b el (é sewi b uTlEs Welssr Q&TH e b ol DewrL_ D UTWaTas@ 6TGl Wsh uflewrmo
sueTfEAlwenL_ 58 afledreuns LIBeahHSING . Qs LrHPHESMD. .. (This era has evolved to a level where people
who jumped from continent to continent are now able to jump from cosmos to cosmos. In these changes

)
*  3HOurg 2 sETEsET UL (WPETCaDphsmmEsET(® shs FTHSNL T WESEEE Us aurdiyéser, Gsameussr,

ouESlEeeT ouPEE) QUHSIGTDET, & FTTOIONSG HLOG BT suT(PD LTETUTSERS S, GaTfld HILUD, Seollels sheaf

© VCAA



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/

(paeone UTLESmeT SHNlLMmSS STemésmiqusts o deorgl. g 6urebsu... (NOW many countries in the world
have developed and provided many opportunities, services, and facilities for their people. For example,
they teach many subjects such as technology, computer studies. Same as this ...)

Question 12

Students were asked to write a persuasive speech emphasising that disrespectful behaviour in competitive
sports must stop.

The following are ideas included in high-scoring responses.

o aeag Guis o msalld LnmEE SQsasfusms ghudssib... (My speech may make you feel uncomfortable
2

o slewiaT GUUSGD SINCWrsaTE GHuausGh Qe ulsd el Gubdp o egubsTi L Guriigepwl urfésiGumd
SlafeesdmLus oL upn soarsemsiurisbss ... (When | went to see the football competition, a clash
between the Karnan team and the Thuriyothanan team ...)

o  Qeup@BlGur CameraGwr Sisoev (PSSWLD... FepHLD 2 AGET FLSOSOWULD LOGTULUTERMSYD Seneouilsd
meausSIsQstesrn@Ld... ( winning or losing is not important, society will celebrate your exemplary
behaviour and attitude ...)

o o mss @fimeunmed eTog Frige LHAIYS Gaopausniwb... (because of one or two of you, the reputation of
our country will be damaged ...)

o BetiL &sTeoTE TGl (PITCaTTTSET &1 EETEE Qeupplseamarud GOIIUTE Qéssmsud Bhss Geumid Sw
anigessenetl Gud... (just using bad language impacts upon the victories and the discipline that were
earned and maintained for a long time by our ancestors ...)

o emeta@ih LML sTene LeafsEhl o hismerl N&iups Bl pgsGsrsenbéurg tmser... (s children and school
students follow you as role models, you ...)

¢ pOOanssisLa eflurGssw shslLsssD Ooudsamsall mnLLBE Antsg ... (Playing a disciplined game is
100 per cent better than winning gold medals).

The following words/phrases were some examples of incorrect use in this year’s examination. The
corrections are provided.

Incorrect ‘ Correct ‘ Translation
Q(HUSI Smiugl sitting
efeoliurid eferburLb advertisement
SibLomLd QiLomd yes

G058 OQs1(hds given

Cs&@Lb BsL (gLb (will be) heard
fhss Qs L shE Phse sl L sh@ as you asked
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