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2024 VCE Tamil written external 
assessment report 

General comments 
Overall, students performed well in the 2024 VCE Tamil written examination. Most students highlighted the 
keywords and phrases used in the questions in Section 1 and ensured they addressed them appropriately in 
their responses. They took detailed notes of the facts and information from the listening texts, using the 
provided space, and answered the questions correctly. Some students made necessary notes in the given 
space, but did not provide them when answering questions. Students are advised that no marks are given for 
correct points in the note-taking space. To obtain full marks, students should think of the keywords and 
phrases of the question, rework the information from their notes, and write down their responses using 
appropriate starting and concluding clauses. 

The following words and phrases played major roles in the examination this year: 

• ‘points’ in Question 2 
• gw;Wr;rPl;Lf;fs; (receipts) in Question 8  
• ikj;Jdu; (cousin) in Question 9 
• md;whlg; gof;f tof;fq;fs;> eilKiwfs; (everyday habits and customs) in Question 11. 

When answering questions in Section 1 Parts A and B, it is important that students use the specified 
language. This year a significant number of responses lost marks for using the wrong language. Some 
students wasted time crossing off answers in the wrong language and rewriting them in the correct language.  

When answering questions in Section 1, students should wait for the second play of the listening text to 
organise their notes and then write their response. Additionally, they should not use the same piece of 
information to answer more than one question; for example, some students gave the same information in 
Questions 3a. and 3b.  

For each question, the allocated marks and the answer space provided are good indicators of how long the 
answers should be. In Section 1 and Section 2, many responses needed to be brief and to the point; 
however, some students produced large paragraphs to get only 2 marks, such as for Question 8b., 
explaining how nkha;tpUe;J (Moivirunthu) is still in practice even after the development of technology. In 
cases where extra space is required, students would be better to use the blank space beneath the lines 
rather than squeezing their response into the answer space.  

In Section 1 Part A, responses should not include any part of the question to start or complete an answer as 
this wastes valuable time that may be needed for longer responses. Additionally, the provided spaces allow 
only for brief answers. Responses can be started with only one or a few words, such as ‘Because’, ‘The 
reasons are’ or ‘As the first speaker said’. 

It is important that students should extract the facts, information and ideas from the texts themselves. 
Students should not give their own ideas and facts from their general knowledge to answer any questions in 
Section 1 or Section 2 Part A. 

Several students who responded well in many questions in all three sections left some questions 
unanswered in both Section 1 and Section 2. Leaving questions unanswered should be avoided. It is always 
preferable to attempt an answer than to leave a blank space. 
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When answering questions in Section 2 Part B and Section 3, students must use the knowledge and the 
skills from pages 40–42 of the VCE Tamil Study Design from 2024, about the main characteristics of different 
kinds of writing and of common text types. Many responses that demonstrated fluent writing in Tamil and 
confident use of grammar and syntax were not awarded full marks because they did not use the required 
structures and language features of the relevant text type and kind of writing.  

Specific information 
This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise 
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.  

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual 
information. 

Section 1: Listening and responding  
This section assessed the students’ capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts by 
identifying and analysing information and conveying the information accurately and appropriately. 

Some responses in this section scored highly with well-written paragraphs.  

Students should not give their own ideas or information from their general knowledge to answer questions in 
this section.  

Question 1 
The evidence was as follows: 

• They are about to travel together and chat/joke around for 8 to 9 hours. 
• They cook each other’s favourite foods and share them.  
• They are about to stay over at a sibling’s house for another sibling’s wedding. 
• Both pairs of siblings live close to each other. 

Many responses obtained three marks out of four for this question. They missed the last point of information. 

Students should not use the same point of information more than once to answer the question. For example, 
some low-scoring responses supplied three sentences about sharing food only. Repeated information will not 
gain marks. 

An example of a high-scoring response: 

They are close because two siblings with their families are going to travel 8-9 hours to attend another 
sibling’s wedding having fun on the way. They are making and sharing their favorite food. These two 
siblings are invited by another pair of siblings to stay in their houses. Both pairs of siblings live closer to 
each other. 

Question 2 
The points were as follows: 

• The teachers and principal will oversee the project and change the timetable to suit. 
• Creating a link between three of the subjects and learning practically. 
• The food prepared by the canteen will be cheaper and healthier for all students. 
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• Making use of vacant land at the rear of the school and harvest rainwater. 
• Elected students in rotation are responsible for running the project (the farming students growing the 

crops, the home economics students preparing the food, and the business students selling the products). 

Some responses, without focusing on the word ‘points’ in the question, described the speaker’s politeness 
and gratitude. 

Question 3a. 
• There are many elements in her books that motivate children to enjoy reading. 
• Reading skills increased exponentially. 

The following is an example of a high-scoring response:  

She won best childrens literature award because her published books have been written in such a way 
that they motivate children to read them. They have increased children’s reading skills according to the 
judging panel. 

Question 3b. 
• She remembers events from when she was small and writes about them. 
• She makes sure there is a lesson in each story she writes, based on her experience as a kindergarten 

teacher. 
• Books are available in print and audio form, making them accessible to a variety of users. 
• Children connect to characters in her books that are based on family members and pets. 

Some lower-scoring responses provided students’ own ideas to answer this question, such as that she 
included illustrations in her book and used language suitable for children.  

Question 4 
The lessons were: 

• tpiuthf epj;jpiuf;Fr; nry;yy; (to go to bed early) 
• ed;whf czT cz;Zjy; (to eat well) 
• cau;jukhd capu;fhg;Gj; jpwd;fSk;; gyif Kjyhd kpjg;G cgfuzg; gad;ghLk; (high-quality lifesaving skills 

and use of flotation devices such as boards) 
• rpwe;j ePr;ry; El;gq;fs; (better swimming techniques). 

Most responses scored full marks for this question.  

Question 5 
The reasons were: 

• mDgtk; kpf;f jkpohrpupau;fs; jk;gjpfshf mioj;Jr; nry;fpwhu;fs;.-ghJfhg;ghf ,Uf;Fk;. (Couples who are 
Tamil teachers and have experience would accompany you (safety aspect).) 

• ,isQu;fs;> ghlrhiy tho;f;if epiwitf; nfhz;lhl xU tha;g;G. (Youths get to celebrate the end of 
schooling.) 

• ngw;Nwhu; gpwe;jehl;ilg;ghu;f;fTk; ez;gu;fspd;; ngw;Nwhu;fs; gpwe;jehLfisg; ghh;f;fTk; xU re;jh;g;gk;. (A chance 
to see the birth countries of parents and friends.) 

• jkpo;tFg;Gf;fspy;; fw;w fyhr;rhuKf;fpaj;Jtk;ngw;w ,lq;fSf;Fr; nry;y. (Visit culturally significant places that 
you have studied in Tamil classes.) 
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• flTr;rPl;ilkhj;jpuk;; nfhLj;jhy; NghJk;. Vida xOq;Ffs; kpff;Fiwe;jnrytpy;; nra;ag;gLk;;. khzth; my;yJ 
ngw;Nwhu; jUk; gzj;ijtPzhf;fhky;> kpfkypthdtpiyapy; tpkhd> NgUe;Jg; gazq;fs; xOq;Fnra;ag;gLk;. 
(Everything is organised for you; affordable travel arrangements including buses and flights, while 
ensuring that all money that is contributed by the student and/or parents is used efficiently. Only have to 
submit your passport.) 

Most responses scored four marks out of five for this question. Responses generally missed the first point of 
information.  

Students are reminded they should not use the same point of information more than once to answer the 
question. For example, some responses provided the same information about ‘cheap transport’ in three 
different sentences. Repeated information will not gain marks. 

Question 6 
• mtuJ Gifg;glj;ij cs;@u;r; nra;jpj;jhspy;; ntw;wpr; nra;jpAld; gjpg;gpUe;jhu;. (She published his photo in 

the newspaper with the winning news.) 
• tpz;zg;gpg;gjw;Fj; Njitahd vl;Ntl;bd; tpguq;fis epidtpy;itj;J mtUf;fhfj; jhNd tpz;zg;gj;ij 

mDg;gp … (memorised all his details and filled in the application on his behalf …) 
• Xl;lg;Nghl;bf;Fupa fhyzpiaAk; miutpiyf;F thq;fCf;Ftpj;J … (encouraged him to buy new running 

shoes at half-price …) 
• vg;NghJNk vl;Ntl; RWRWg;ghf ,Uf;f Cf;Ftpj;J … ( always encouraged him to be active…) 
• jhNd mtiuj; jdJ kfpOe;jpy; nfhz;Lnrd;W mtu; gjw;wj;Jld; ,Ue;jjhy; jhd; mq;NfNa ,Ue;J ftdpj;J 

… (dropped him at the running track, stayed and supported him as he was nervous …) 
• vl;Ntl; Xl;lg;Nghl;bapy; Kjyplk; ngwf;fhuzkhf ,Ue;jhu;. (He was the reason Edward came first in the 

race.) 

Most responses scored five marks for this question, missing the first piece of information, which was 
mentioned when Edward was welcomed.  

Section 2: Reading and responding 

Question 7a. 
• It is a difficult course / she has to study a new subject and different courses.  
• She has no experience in 3D design. 

Question 7b. 
• She can speak in two languages. 
• She is a competent student. 
• Her knowledge of sculpture/carving from her parents will benefit her. 

Question 8a. 
• Members of the community provide a helping hand in the form of cash to a farmer who is struggling.  
• The farmer would serve a feast and community members would give the farmer an amount they can 

afford to give after socialising and eating. The amounts are recorded, and that farmer would then repay 
this amount (same or greater) to each person that donated when they held their own Moivirunthu. 

• When rules are broken, a complaint is made at a panchayat, which is like a village court comprising 
group members from the same community. 
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Some responses, without knowing the meaning of gw;Wr;rPl;Lf;fs; (receipts), used ‘cheques’ and ‘online 
payments’ in their answers.  

Question 8b. 
• There are more ways to share the details of a Moivirunthu.  
• Invitations are printed in modern format, messages are shared via mobile phones and receipts are 

printed via computers. 

Some responses included lengthy paragraphs explaining how the Moivirunthu is still in practice even after 
technological changes and urbanisation, which was not required in the answer.  

Question 9 
Some students produced excellent evaluative letters with appropriate structure and language features, 
demonstrating strong writing skills. They considered both sides of the issue when responding to the given 
stimuli. However, some students responded to only one or two stimuli. Some students started their letters 
with ‘ikj;Jdu;’ (cousin) and used ‘rNfhjuu;’ (brother/sister) as the farewell. 

The following phrases and sentences are from typical high-scoring responses:  

• fpuhkg;Gwf; filfspy; my;yJ tPjpNahuq;fspy; nghUl;fis thq;fg; gzNk cjTk;. 
(Only currency is used to purchase from village shops or by the side of the roads.) 

• jl;rizfis Vw;Wf;nfhs;s ml;ilfisg; gad;gLj;Jk; Kiw ,Jtiuapy;iy. 

(So far, there are no ways to donate ‘daksina’ (donate money to a guru or a priest) by card.) 
• tPl;by; rpwpaNtiyfisr; nra;gtu;fSf;Ff; $yp gzkhfNt nfhLf;fg;glNtz;Lk;. 

(The wages must be given in cash for the people who do odd jobs.)  
• fld; ml;iliag; gad;gLj;jp eP thq;Fk;nghUs; cz;ikapy; cd;Dilajy;y vd;gij Qhgfg;gLj;jpf;nfhs;. eP 

xU nghUis thq;Ftjw;fhfg; gzj;ijr; Nrkpj;J mg;gzj;ijf; nfhLj;J mg;nghUis thq;Fk;NghJ 

fpilf;Fk; jpUg;jpNa cz;ikahd jpUg;jp.  
(Actually, the item you buy using a credit card is not yours. Remember it. The real satisfaction is you 
save your money to buy a thing and buy it using that money.)  

• cdf;Fg; gpbj;j my;yJ mtrpakhd nghUis> gzkpy;yhj epiyapYk; thq;ff; fldl;il cjTk;.  

(When you do not have money, but you want to buy something you need or you like, a credit card will be 
useful.) 

• fl;lzq;fs; ,g;gbNa ,Uf;Fk; vd;W ek;gf;$lhJ. FNguh tq;fp fl;lhak; jdf;F tpUk;gpa Neuk; $l;Lk;.  

(Do not believe that the rates will stay the same. Kubera bank will increase the rates whenever they 
wish.)  

• vq;fs; ghl;b $WtJNghy Mokwpahky; fhiytplhNj rpe;jpj;Jr; nrayhw;W.  

(As our grandmother says, do not step without knowing the depth of water think and act.) 

Section 3: Writing in Tamil 
Many students wrote well-planned and coherent pieces that were accompanied by the skilful use of 
vocabulary, sentence structures, grammar and syntax. Responses included many spelling mistakes. One of 
the criteria used to assess in this section was how well students demonstrated their vocabulary in Tamil. 

Question 10 
Students were asked to write a personal, reflective piece in the form of a journal entry. The topic was how 
the structure of Tamil families has evolved over time, particularly in the changing world of women.  
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The following is from a typical high-scoring response:  

gy;yhapuk; tUlq;fshf rikayiwapy; mlq;fpf;fple;j ngz;fs; ngUikAld; Ntiyf;Fr;nrd;W rk;ghjpj;Jj; 

jq;fs; FLk;g Kd;Ndw;wj;Jf;F cjTfpwhu;fs;.  
(The women who have been confined to the kitchen for thousands of years now go to work, earn and 
support to develop their families.) 

Some students who selected this question demonstrated a very good understanding of the text type ‘journal 
entry’ and created suitable scenarios to start their writing. 

For example, the following is from a high-scoring response:  

30-09-2024 ,d;W> ed;F tpsq;fp KOikahf Vw;Wf;nfhz;L KjpNahupy;yj;jpy; kfpo;r;rpahf thOk; mk;kk;khTld; 

mtu; jdJ ,sk;tajpy; vt;tsT fl;Lg;ghLfSld; tho;e;jhu; vd;gijf;Nfl;Ltpl;L te;Njd;. topapy; mk;khtpd; 

Ntiyj;jyj;jpy; mtuJ tpsf;fj;ij vj;jid Mz;njhopyhsu;fs; Nfl;Lf;nfhz;bUe;jhu;fs; vd;gijAk; 

ghu;j;Jtpl;L te;J mg;gh rikj;j rhg;ghl;ilr; rhg;gpl;Nld;. ,r;rk;gtq;fs; vd;id … 

(30/09/2024 Today, I heard from my grandma, who is living in a nursing home with understanding and 
acceptance, how much restraint she had to live with in her young age. On the way, I saw how many male 
employees listened to my mother’s demonstration at her workplace. Then I had my dinner prepared by 
my father. These events made me …) 

Question 11 
Most students chose this question, which required students to write a speech to persuade the audience to 
continue the habits and customs that have been followed for thousands of years. 

Some responses described pride or the greatness of Tamil language and culture instead of everyday habits 
and customs. Some responses appeared to have been prepared or memorised for the Discussion section of 
the oral examination and did not relate to the requested task. 

The following phrases and sentences are from typical high-scoring responses:  

• ehk; goq;fhy Ntu;fis kwf;fhky; mtw;Wld; ,ize;J thoNtz;Lk;. 
(We should not forget our ancient roots and coexist with them.)  

• #upad; cjpf;F Kd; vOe;J Nfhyk; NghLjy;> cjafhyj;Jf;Fg; nghUj;jkhd ghly;fisf; Nfl;ly; vd;gd. kdk; 

mikjpngw mtrpakhdit. Fwpg;ghf> rpWtu;fs; tPl;by; ,Ue;jhy; mtu;fs; ghu;j;Jg; gof Ntz;Lk;. 

ngw;Nwhu;fNs jaTnra;J ftdpAq;fs;. 
(Waking up before sunrise, making ‘kolam’, listening to songs suitable for dawn, all these are necessary 
for peace of mind. Especially, if children are at home, these are very essential they need to copy. 
Parents, attention please.) 

• njhlhky; tzf;fQ;nra;jy; 
(Greeting without touching)  

• ehk; Mq;fpNya ehl;bypUe;J Mq;fpyk;NgRtjhy; ehk; Mq;fpNyauhfptpl KbahJ. 
(We cannot change into English people by speaking English in English-speaking countries.) 

• cq;fsJ jdpj;Jtk; Ngha;tpLk;> ePq;fs; ahnud;gJ cq;fSf;Nf njupahky; Ngha;tpLk;. 
(Your peculiarity will be gone. You will not know who you are.)  

• cq;fs; gps;isfSld; ePq;fs; ,g;NghJ jkpopy; Ngrhtpby; mtu;fSila gps;isfSf;Fk; jkpo; 

njupahky;NghFk; ,g;gbNa cq;fs; guk;giuf;Nf njupahky; Ngha;tpLk;. Nfl;fNt ftiy tutpy;iyah? 
(If you do not speak Tamil with your children now, their children will not know Tamil. Then simply your 
generation will not know Tamil. Don’t you feel sad?) 

• fjtUNf ghjzpfisf; fow;WtJ 
(Removing footwear at the door)  
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Question 12 
Students were required to write a blog post about how artificial intelligence is changing the way we live and 
learn. Most students who chose this question responded very well. 

Students who selected this question demonstrated a high level of understanding and depth of treatment of 
information, ideas and/or opinions, and vocabulary relevant to artificial intelligence. However, most 
responses turned into strong persuasive or evaluative articles. 

The following sentences are from typical high-scoring responses: 

• njhopy;El;g tsu;r;rpahy; kf;fs; khwptpl;l xU cyfj;Jf;Nf nrd;Wnfhz;bUf;fpwhu;fs;. 
(Because of the development of technology, people are moving to a different world.) 

• ehk; ifj;njhiyNgrpapy; tpUk;gpatw;iwj; NjLjw;Fk; tpsk;gujhuu;fs; vkf;F tpUg;gkhf ,Uf;ff;$Lk; vd;w 

tplaq;fis mDg;Gtjw;Fk; nraw;if Ez;zwpNt gad;gLfpwJ.  
(Artificial intelligence is used to search our favourite things and the advertisers to send things that they 
think we may like.) 

Following are some examples of incorrect use in this year’s examination. Corrections are provided.  

Incorrect Correct Translation  

cd;dpd;  cdJ  your 

kuj;jy; kwj;jy;  forgetting 

tilak;  tplak; matter 

mLj;Jf;fhl;L vLj;Jf;fhl;L example 

ePq;fis  cq;fis you 
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