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General comments

Overall, students performed well in the 2024 VCE Tamil written examination. Most students highlighted the
keywords and phrases used in the questions in Section 1 and ensured they addressed them appropriately in
their responses. They took detailed notes of the facts and information from the listening texts, using the
provided space, and answered the questions correctly. Some students made necessary notes in the given
space, but did not provide them when answering questions. Students are advised that no marks are given for
correct points in the note-taking space. To obtain full marks, students should think of the keywords and
phrases of the question, rework the information from their notes, and write down their responses using
appropriate starting and concluding clauses.

The following words and phrases played major roles in the examination this year:

e ‘points’ in Question 2

o  LHmIES Béser (receipts) in Question 8

o  mwigiers (cousin) in Question 9

o  SEpTLl LSS aupssEssT, FeoL (weepsa (everyday habits and customs) in Question 11.

When answering questions in Section 1 Parts A and B, it is important that students use the specified
language. This year a significant number of responses lost marks for using the wrong language. Some
students wasted time crossing off answers in the wrong language and rewriting them in the correct language.

When answering questions in Section 1, students should wait for the second play of the listening text to
organise their notes and then write their response. Additionally, they should not use the same piece of
information to answer more than one question; for example, some students gave the same information in
Questions 3a. and 3b.

For each question, the allocated marks and the answer space provided are good indicators of how long the
answers should be. In Section 1 and Section 2, many responses needed to be brief and to the point;
however, some students produced large paragraphs to get only 2 marks, such as for Question 8b.,
explaining how Qurienmig (Moivirunthu) is still in practice even after the development of technology. In
cases where extra space is required, students would be better to use the blank space beneath the lines
rather than squeezing their response into the answer space.

In Section 1 Part A, responses should not include any part of the question to start or complete an answer as
this wastes valuable time that may be needed for longer responses. Additionally, the provided spaces allow
only for brief answers. Responses can be started with only one or a few words, such as ‘Because’, ‘The
reasons are’ or ‘As the first speaker said’.

It is important that students should extract the facts, information and ideas from the texts themselves.
Students should not give their own ideas and facts from their general knowledge to answer any questions in
Section 1 or Section 2 Part A.

Several students who responded well in many questions in all three sections left some questions
unanswered in both Section 1 and Section 2. Leaving questions unanswered should be avoided. It is always
preferable to attempt an answer than to leave a blank space.
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When answering questions in Section 2 Part B and Section 3, students must use the knowledge and the
skills from pages 40—42 of the VCE Tamil Study Design from 2024, about the main characteristics of different
kinds of writing and of common text types. Many responses that demonstrated fluent writing in Tamil and
confident use of grammar and syntax were not awarded full marks because they did not use the required
structures and language features of the relevant text type and kind of writing.

Specific information

This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise
stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual
information.

Section 1: Listening and responding

This section assessed the students’ capacity to understand general and specific aspects of texts by
identifying and analysing information and conveying the information accurately and appropriately.

Some responses in this section scored highly with well-written paragraphs.

Students should not give their own ideas or information from their general knowledge to answer questions in
this section.

Question 1

The evidence was as follows:

o They are about to travel together and chat/joke around for 8 to 9 hours.

e They cook each other’s favourite foods and share them.

They are about to stay over at a sibling’s house for another sibling’s wedding.
Both pairs of siblings live close to each other.

Many responses obtained three marks out of four for this question. They missed the last point of information.

Students should not use the same point of information more than once to answer the question. For example,
some low-scoring responses supplied three sentences about sharing food only. Repeated information will not
gain marks.

An example of a high-scoring response:

They are close because two siblings with their families are going to travel 8-9 hours to attend another
sibling’s wedding having fun on the way. They are making and sharing their favorite food. These two
siblings are invited by another pair of siblings to stay in their houses. Both pairs of siblings live closer to
each other.

Question 2

The points were as follows:

o The teachers and principal will oversee the project and change the timetable to suit.
o Creating a link between three of the subjects and learning practically.
e The food prepared by the canteen will be cheaper and healthier for all students.
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¢ Making use of vacant land at the rear of the school and harvest rainwater.
o Elected students in rotation are responsible for running the project (the farming students growing the
crops, the home economics students preparing the food, and the business students selling the products).

Some responses, without focusing on the word ‘points’ in the question, described the speaker’s politeness
and gratitude.

Question 3a.

e There are many elements in her books that motivate children to enjoy reading.
e Reading skills increased exponentially.

The following is an example of a high-scoring response:

She won best childrens literature award because her published books have been written in such a way
that they motivate children to read them. They have increased children’s reading skills according to the
judging panel.

Question 3b.

e She remembers events from when she was small and writes about them.

e She makes sure there is a lesson in each story she writes, based on her experience as a kindergarten
teacher.

e Books are available in print and audio form, making them accessible to a variety of users.

e Children connect to characters in her books that are based on family members and pets.

Some lower-scoring responses provided students’ own ideas to answer this question, such as that she
included illustrations in her book and used language suitable for children.

Question 4

The lessons were:

o  alleorouns KaHlemré@E Geses (to go to bed early)

o paiprs o ewey o ewramsed (t0 eat well)

o o wisrorer e uisriys HpSEEHd uvens waeone Wshy e usrenl uwsiur@ (high-quality lifesaving skills
and use of flotation devices such as boards)

o  Apps pesed U ukser (better swimming techniques).

Most responses scored full marks for this question.

Question 5
The reasons were:

e Siguaud WEs sPTANWTsST sDUSEME ewpdHF QFo@E\pTTs~UTSISTIUTE §)(H&GLD. (Couples who are
Tamil teachers and have experience would accompany you (safety aspect).)

*  QemeTErTEsT, UTL ETemeL auThéens Klenpenous OamewmriLm @@ surhiy. (Youths get to celebrate the end of
schooling.)

o QuipCpry NphsErl e lurjssard peoujseisr QubCoriser MpbstEsmerl urréseabd g, shsiiub, (A chance
to see the birth countries of parents and friends.)

o PG LLEsad shp soTEFETESlusSIubOudy QLEsEnsEE Osdeo. (Visit culturally significant places that
you have studied in Tamil classes.)
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o sLaEf oLrEglrd Qst@ssmd Curgid. goaTu QUGS WssGmpEsdsmalld Gslwlu@b. wremel Heoong
QupGpry s usTEmEaTTTESEMM, WsWaloutaafameaulsy eflorer, CumBgl UuETTAGH QERE0FLUILELD.
(Everything is organised for you; affordable travel arrangements including buses and flights, while
ensuring that all money that is contributed by the student and/or parents is used efficiently. Only have to
submit your passport.)

Most responses scored four marks out of five for this question. Responses generally missed the first point of
information.

Students are reminded they should not use the same point of information more than once to answer the
question. For example, some responses provided the same information about ‘cheap transport’ in three
different sentences. Repeated information will not gain marks.

Question 6

o g UmsluL s o aienié Qelgssralsd Qeupmléd Qeigdly o uHifmisty. (She published his photo in
the newspaper with the winning news.)

o  aflewiemiNiugh@s Caemeuwnear o1 Couliqar afluhisenst Blaoaafmeouds Douhbanss srlar aflevamiusans
Sl ... (memorised all his details and filled in the application on his behalf ...)

o UL lGur’yéEflu srussllouuyl Sorefloanss aumksersEalss ... (encouraged him to buy new running
shoes at half-price ...)

o ailurgibo UGl smemiurs Qmés ms@alsg ... (always encouraged him to be active...)

o  giGer Slousmrs sog WLH(YESO CsTETIGOEH QI JleuT USHPESIL & Q(HESSTH ST JIEEECW Q(HES Souasg
... (dropped him at the running track, stayed and supported him as he was nervous ...)

o UBaul @ULiCurliguller Wsellb Oupssmremions @ mbsty. (He was the reason Edward came first in the
race.)

Most responses scored five marks for this question, missing the first piece of information, which was
mentioned when Edward was welcomed.

Section 2: Reading and responding

Question 7a.

e ltis a difficult course / she has to study a new subject and different courses.
e She has no experience in 3D design.

Question 7b.

e She can speak in two languages.
e She is a competent student.
e Her knowledge of sculpture/carving from her parents will benefit her.

Question 8a.

e Members of the community provide a helping hand in the form of cash to a farmer who is struggling.

e The farmer would serve a feast and community members would give the farmer an amount they can
afford to give after socialising and eating. The amounts are recorded, and that farmer would then repay
this amount (same or greater) to each person that donated when they held their own Moivirunthu.

o When rules are broken, a complaint is made at a panchayat, which is like a village court comprising
group members from the same community.
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Some responses, without knowing the meaning of uh mi&f- Géssr (receipts), used ‘cheques’ and ‘online
payments’ in their answers.

Question 8b.

e There are more ways to share the details of a Moivirunthu.
¢ Invitations are printed in modern format, messages are shared via mobile phones and receipts are
printed via computers.

Some responses included lengthy paragraphs explaining how the Moivirunthu is still in practice even after
technological changes and urbanisation, which was not required in the answer.

Question 9

Some students produced excellent evaluative letters with appropriate structure and language features,
demonstrating strong writing skills. They considered both sides of the issue when responding to the given
stimuli. However, some students responded to only one or two stimuli. Some students started their letters
with ‘wssiers’ (cousin) and used ‘sCsrsri’ (brother/sister) as the farewell.

The following phrases and sentences are from typical high-scoring responses:

o Arroiyps seoLsealid Jlevewg eiFCwrrhseis QUL sener eunhisl LewrCL 2 seyLb.
(Only currency is used to purchase from village shops or by the side of the roads.)

o gl asmemisens gHMISOSTETT AL Geneml LWSTURSHID (Peop &) HlusnruNsreneo,

(So far, there are no ways to donate ‘daksina’ (donate money to a guru or a priest) by card.)

o afilige HAPwCouemevsamnemdy QelLTEERS &S 6dl LeTLTSC6n Q&THESSUUL CousstiBILD.

(The wages must be given in cash for the people who do odd jobs.)

¢ sL& SlenLeowl LwETUGSS) B eurhGLOUT(HET o eTenLoulled o @I WHLM ETHUENS EhTUEILRSS s T6. ©
@ QUTHEET UTEGMEHETE] UsTimss C5ES SllueTsmss Qer@sg HIGQUTHeT 6k EHEUTS
AL &G F(HUSOW o ewremowner E(mUg.

(Actually, the item you buy using a credit card is not yours. Remember it. The real satisfaction is you
save your money to buy a thing and buy it using that money.)

e o @bl Ngds g Jleudlwwrer QurhHener, Lsrslonrs Blenoulpid euThss: sLaTl el o gea|lb.

(When you do not have money, but you want to buy something you need or you like, a credit card will be
useful.)

e sl ewhssT QUUGlu QHEGD eTaTm BOUEER LIS, GOUImT eubd sl tubd saé@ efmbilu CEIb & L@,
(Do not believe that the rates will stay the same. Kubera bank will increase the rates whenever they
wish.)

®  eThESH ULy & mieugIGuTeL WL sTemall 16y HAESEsE Gsweordmi.

(As our grandmother says, do not step without knowing the depth of water think and act.)

Section 3: Writing in Tamil

Many students wrote well-planned and coherent pieces that were accompanied by the skilful use of
vocabulary, sentence structures, grammar and syntax. Responses included many spelling mistakes. One of
the criteria used to assess in this section was how well students demonstrated their vocabulary in Tamil.

Question 10

Students were asked to write a personal, reflective piece in the form of a journal entry. The topic was how
the structure of Tamil families has evolved over time, particularly in the changing world of women.
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The following is from a typical high-scoring response:

usbeoruflgld  eu(BLEiGeTTE Femoweenpuiled AL BH&HL_ b Guediast QumamLYL T Couemad@FOaa mi FbUTESSIS
SHS6T GHHLL (PSTCTINSHIEE & S6US\ DTSN,

(The women who have been confined to the kitchen for thousands of years now go to work, earn and
support to develop their families.)

Some students who selected this question demonstrated a very good understanding of the text type ‘journal
entry’ and created suitable scenarios to start their writing.

For example, the following is from a high-scoring response:

30-09-2024 Qeray, poIE eflarha) (Wewwrs gHonisQsTeas® WHCUTHonGSlD WEPEAWTS euT(D DILDLODLOTEL &
Sl saorg Glenbauwdler eTeleuetey SLGUUTHSERL 6T auTpEany eTaLemssCael Gall @ aublser. suflufled SibLoreafler
Bouenvg sl Sleurg efleréssms Tosmar AeaOsmflonaisst Gl O&0sTawTIg (HBSTIHE THUmSWD

Ui SNl @ subg Aium Femwds erlurlen & Tl G 6, @) FsbUsuRS6T sTaTEOT ...

(30/09/2024 Today, | heard from my grandma, who is living in a nursing home with understanding and
acceptance, how much restraint she had to live with in her young age. On the way, | saw how many male
employees listened to my mother’'s demonstration at her workplace. Then | had my dinner prepared by
my father. These events made me ...)

Question 11

Most students chose this question, which required students to write a speech to persuade the audience to
continue the habits and customs that have been followed for thousands of years.

Some responses described pride or the greatness of Tamil language and culture instead of everyday habits
and customs. Some responses appeared to have been prepared or memorised for the Discussion section of
the oral examination and did not relate to the requested task.

The following phrases and sentences are from typical high-scoring responses:

e Erb uPEsTL Couisemer LLNESTLOL DleupmiL &1 Gemeworbgl sumpCeoussirLD.
(We should not forget our ancient roots and coexist with them.)

o Giug 2 £éG (W eT(PES Camod CUTHSM, 2 FWETLESIEGSI QUTHESLTET UTL semars CaLL 6 eTaTLeT, LeTLd
SeoH AU JAsudlubrarenel, GPIIuTs, dnleuiss ef g QpbsTed Jleufsdr LTSI UPs CeusHiHLD.
QubCprister sweyQelig ®ouaNuybsst.

(Waking up before sunrise, making ‘kolam’, listening to songs suitable for dawn, all these are necessary
for peace of mind. Especially, if children are at home, these are very essential they need to copy.
Parents, attention please.)

®  QsrLnmwe euewtidsEh0slisen
(Greeting without touching)

o b AEHICow FErlgeNHES JESobluseusmd Brb JEECowrrdal (g wrs.

(We cannot change into English people by speaking English in English-speaking countries.)

* o RsMG saflBeud CurieN®L, PhssT wrlrsug o msEnsCs Osflurosd CuTheNHLD.

(Your peculiarity will be gone. You will not know who you are.)

e o @sen UeenenseEr o1 Brasst RUCUTG s Custellgd DeujseEnmlw amaseEné@SL SLOD
QaflwroeCur@d GiugCw o Bisem uFbumrsls Qsfluros CurieN@w. CsL &Ca sousmen surafevsmsown !

(If you do not speak Tamil with your children now, their children will not know Tamil. Then simply your
generation will not know Tamil. Don’t you feel sad?)

*  spuH0s UTseGaETS &PH MG
(Removing footwear at the door)
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Question 12

Students were required to write a blog post about how artificial intelligence is changing the way we live and
learn. Most students who chose this question responded very well.

Students who selected this question demonstrated a high level of understanding and depth of treatment of
information, ideas and/or opinions, and vocabulary relevant to artificial intelligence. However, most
responses turned into strong persuasive or evaluative articles.

The following sentences are from typical high-scoring responses:

o  Qerfldmlu eusmiEdwred wésd LIl o 2 055851605 Qea n0sTaIg (HESDTTSET.
(Because of the development of technology, people are moving to a different world.)

e I em&sdsrenaubudluller afbllusupenns Cs@sp@EGL afleTbursTyisst 6TwéEE@ eNHUULTIE (Hé&&&EEm G 6Tam
aflLwhisener AglyousH@GSh Qewbhens wewvssrsCon LwETLESDG) .
(Artificial intelligence is used to search our favourite things and the advertisers to send things that they
think we may like.)

Following are some examples of incorrect use in this year’'s examination. Corrections are provided.

Incorrect Correct Translation
o evtenflesr o &l your
LIEEH60 LDDESD forgetting
sueDLWLD eflwib matter
SIPESSETLH TOSSIEETH example
51518 66t o & em6n you
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