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Students did well in responding to almost all questions in general this year. Areas of strength included the reading comprehension task and the selection and crafting of appropriate ideas for writing tasks, such as the diary entry. Some students struggled with some questions, including the ones where they needed to listen and take targeted notes rather than recording word for word. Question 4 was one of these questions, where students needed to select which information was important in relation to e-sports and also provide evidence from the text. 
Questions involving explanations and evidence require a deeper level of listening comprehension; students should practise similar levels of listening tasks in class. Students need to work on inferring main ideas as well as secondary ideas with competing concepts from the listening texts. That is, they should practise not just literal questions, where the answer is right there in the text, but inferential and evaluative type questions. 
Specific information
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
Section 1: Listening and Responding
Part A – Listening and responding in English
Text 1
Text 1 was a dialogue between a person selling tickets at the cinema and a visitor. Almost all students answered these two questions correctly.
Question 1a.
Acceptable answers were: 
not too close to the screen/curtain
somewhere in the middle of the hall/cinema. 


Question 1b.
Answers with appropriate explanations: 
Because:
he did not know the film is in English, not in Turkish
he does not like to read subtitles
you do not enjoy the movie when you have to read the subtitles.
Text 2
Text 2 was a dialogue between a parent and a child about recycling. The question required students to provide the five pieces of advice in the text to achieve full marks. While many students were able to find all five pieces of advice, some were not able to convey information related to the final piece of advice on recycling points at supermarkets. 
Question 2
to purchase a compost bin to recycle fruit, vegetable and green garden waste (in a shaded area)
to purchase recyclable products
to avoid single-use plastic packaging
to use reusable shopping bags instead of plastic ones
to take plastic bags to recycling points at supermarkets.
Text 3 
Text 3 was a presentation on migrant stories in class. Students were asked to provide the positive and negative experiences of Ayse’s grandparents. This was a question most students answered accurately. 
Question 3
Positives
welcomed by some members of the Turkish community at the airport
work life started and shortly after they were able to rent or buy homes.
Negatives
when they first arrived, they slept in one room with 18 others / they shared one bathroom and a toilet (at first accommodation)
experienced difficulties when shopping because they did not know English
too hard to phone the homeland/Turkiye because it was very expensive.
Part B – Listening and responding in Turkish
Part B had three texts where all students were expected to respond in Turkish. 
Text 4
Text 4 was worth four marks and Türkiye the question on it was more challenging than the previous questions. This was because students were also assessed on how well they were able to convey the information accurately and appropriately. They had to write in full sentences, not just in point form. 
Students who struggled with this question were not able to use the appropriate word or spelling for the nominal expression ‘İngiliz Milletler Topluluğu Oyunları’ for ‘Commonwealth Games’. This question required students to decide which parts in the text were more important in relation to e-sports, which  they found challenging. 
Question 4
2026 İngiliz Milletler Topluluğu Oyunları’na dahil edilmeyeceği haberinin yarattığı hayal kırıklığı (disappointment due to lack of inclusion at 2026 Commonwealth Games)
2022 İngiliz Milletler Topluluğu Oyunları’nda denenip ve başarılı olması. (Trialled in the 2022 Commonwealth Games and was successful.)
Asya Oyunları ve Avrupa Oyunları’nda yer alması. (It is an official event in the Asian Games and European Games.)
Yaklaşan olimpiyat oyunlarına dahil edilebilecek olması. (It is expected to be included in the upcoming Olympic Games.)
Text 5
Text 5 was a script of a job interview. The question required explanations and reasons for selecting the interviewee for the job. Students had to include six different reasons and needed to meet the criteria for ‘a very thorough understanding of the text by conveying all relevant aspects of the text accurately and appropriately to be awarded the full six marks.
Question 5
Correct answers were:
İşletme alanı mezunu olması. (Possesses a degree in Business Administration.)
Farklı şirketlerde 10 yıl / uzun süre çalışmış ve deneyim kazanmış olması. (Having worked and gained experience in different companies for over 10 years.)
Bu alanda takım lideri olarak çalışması / liderlik becerilerine sahip olması. (Having leadership skills in this field / working as a team leader.)
Yeni müşteriler kazandırabilir ve/ya da şirket gelirini artırabilir olması. (Can bring in new customers and/or increase company revenue.)
(İş verimini ve üretkenliği artıracak) Yeni bir eğitim programı oluşturacak olması. (Will create a training program that will increase work efficiency and productivity.)
Dört dil konuşması/bilmesi. (Speaks four languages.)
Text 6
Question 6
Text 6 was a radio interview about healthy lifestyles with a dietician named Ceyda. Most students were able to identify all five things young people should do for a healthy lifestyle. Some students unfortunately confused the ‘numbers’ as meaning the ‘number of glasses of water’ and missed out on the mark. This is a reminder to students to double check their responses after writing them or go back after they finish this section and check all responses against their notes. 
Correct answers were:
Dengeli beslenme / Dengeli kalsiyum, protein, vitamin ve mineral alımı (Balance their intake of nutrients / balance intake of calcium, protein, vitamins and minerals.)
Besin çeşitliliği / Farklı besin gruplarından tüketim – örn. Et, süt, ekmek, meyve ve sebzeler, yağ ve şeker (Eat varied food sources, e.g. milk, bread, oil, fruits and vegetables.)
Günde en az bir saat fiziksel egzersiz (physical exercise at least one hour a day)
Günde en az 8 buçuk saat yeterli uyku (adequate sleep for a minimum of 8 and a half hours a day)
Yeterli su alımı, günde 6-8 bardak arası (adequate water intake, between 6 to 8 glasses a day)
Section 2: Reading and Responding
In this section, students’ responses were assessed on how well they ‘understood general and specific aspects of texts (for example, by comparing, contrasting, summarising and/or evaluating) and convey the information appropriately’.
Part A Reading and responding in English 
Text 7
Text 7 was about views on photography as an art, and the first questions asked exactly this. 
Question 7a.
anyone can do it because nowadays we use smartphones with filters
true art because it depends on the skill of the photographer in the way they use light, colour, shadow, background and perspective. (To get a mark, students needed to mention at least three of these points in their answers, not all five).
Question 7b.
The second question asked about how Türkiye was captured in the exhibition. This was a more challenging question as students needed to identify and link the inferences about the essence of Türkiye in Ara Güler’s exhibition. 
Any two of the following: 
Ara Güler focuses on human faces and clothes in Türkiye
uses Istanbul’s neighbourhoods and streets as the background
his pictures are a visual representation of history by using dramatic lighting and framing.
Text 8
Text 8 was a challenging article on Evliya Çelebi’s book Seyahatname about the places he travelled all around the world. It had much competing information and ideas related to the countries to which he had travelled. Students were asked to distinguish between information and entertainment and read between the lines to infer these. As expected, entertainment was where some students struggled. Hence, students used the part of the text related to the countries visited as part of information not entertainment 
Question 8a.
He informs readers by: 
using research, observations and stories about the history, social and cultural structure of the Ottoman Empire
explaining about the various aspects of the cities he visited, namely the geographical features, culture, history, and lifestyles of the local people. (To get a mark, students needed to mention at least two of these points in their answers, not all four.)
He entertains readers by:
using humour and imagination in his stories 
allowing readers to immerse themselves in the adventures of the characters in the stories.


Question 8b.
The second question for Text 8 was more straightforward, although some students did not interpret ‘homage’ correctly and some did not mention UNESCO, or misspelt it or did not get the year correct. Overall, most students were able to get full marks. 
His books have been translated into many languages. 
He was declared as ‘The Person of the Year’ by UNESCO in 2011 on his 400th anniversary.
Part B – Reading and responding in Turkish
In this section students were asked to produce a piece of text, a diary entry, using the information and ideas in the text provided. Students were asked to:  
demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text
write text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose and audience
structure and sequence information and ideas
manipulate language structures and vocabulary in Turkish.
Question 9
Text type: diary entry
Kind of writing: personal
Students had to demonstrate text type features and personal writing style, including:
date (time) for the diary
generally use first person singular 
generally use past tense
have a clear understanding of Who? What? Where? When?
include feelings and thoughts
make a suitable ending.
Information that could be used from the text included:
Aile İşletmesi, Rize şehrine 20 km uzaklıkta – family business, 20 km from Rize city
Otel yemyeşil ormanları, temiz su kaynaklarını ve doğal yaşamı keşfetmek için uygundur – hotel is suitable for exploring lush forests, clean water resources and natural life
üç gece dört gün ücreti 3000TL – 3000 TL for three nights and four days
Konaklamalar doğa ile uyumlu ahşap bungalovlarda yapılıyor – accommodations in wooden bungalows which blend in with nature
Kahvaltı ve yemekler köy halkından alınan yerel ürünlerden hazırlanıyor – breakfast and meals prepared from local products bought from the village people
Havlu ve çarşaflar yağmur suyu depolarımızda biriken sular ile yıkanıyor – towels and sheets cleaned with the water accumulated in rainwater tanks 
Orman ve yayla turları – forest and plateau tours
Göl kenarında doğa yürüyüşü – nature walks by the lake
Kuş gözlemciliği – birdwatching
Çay hasadı – tea harvest
organic ürün alışverişi – shopping for organic products from village markets.
Some of the best responses included added information and expressed emotions with authentic Turkish expressions, as in the samples below.  


Sample A 
Sadece temiz hava değil, otelin ortamı da çok sakindi. Oteldeki çalışanlar çok saygılı ve kibardı. Ve samimyetle karşıladılar. Ayrıca sürdürülebilirliğe de katkı sağlıyorlar. Mesela havlu ve çarşafları depolarindaki yağmur suyu ile yıkamaları ilgimi çekti.
(Not only was there fresh air, but the atmosphere of the hotel was also very calm. The staff at the hotel were very respectful and polite, and they welcomed me cordially. They also contribute to sustainability. For example, I was interested in the fact that they washed towels and sheets with rainwater from their tanks.)
Sample B
Oraya geldiğimde hayran kaldım. Hakikaten broşürdeki fotoğrafların aynısı idi. Yemyeşil uzun ağaçlar, doğanın o sessizliği beni çok rahatlattı. Sadece o değil aynanda (aynı anda)çeşitli Anda yapabilecek aktiviteler vardı. Ben göl kenarında yürüyüş ve kuş gölemciliğine katıldım. 
(When I got there I was amazed. It was indeed the same as the photographs in the brochure. The lush green tall trees and the silence of nature made me very comfortable. Not only that, there were various activities that you could do (at the same time). I participated in walking and birdwatching by the lake.)
The students not only used complex compound sentences but were able to add how the hotel workers were polite and welcoming. They also used some challenging spelling as well as vocabulary. Assessors do not count the number of misspelt words or grammar errors in the text, but they look for full and varied sentences and authentic Turkish expressions. 
Section 3: Writing in Turkish
In this last section, students were asked to write on one of the three topics in Questions 10, 11 and 12. It was worth 20 marks based on the criteria below. 
Students were asked to:
demonstrate depth of treatment of information, ideas and/or opinions
write text appropriate and relevant to context, purpose and audience
structure and sequence information and ideas
manipulate language structures and vocabulary in Turkish
Question 10
Text type: blog
Kind of writing: evaluative
Audience: readers of the blog
Suggested points/responses:
blog title
blog date
address audience
write in a friendly and personal style: first person and reference to your own experience/context
include details in relation to place of experience (Which restaurant? Where?), and kinds of food eaten
commentary, opinions and suggestions regarding the food
Students needed to demonstrate a balanced weighing up of the experience, pointing out at least two positive aspects and two suggestions for improvement.
Not many students selected this topic. 
Question 11
Question 11 was a formal email and attracted many students’ attention, as students could relate to real life examples and connection to their own neighbourhood.
Text type: formal e-mail
Kind of writing: persuasive
Audience: library management
Suggested points/responses: 
include email elements: ‘To:’, ‘Cc:’, and ‘Subject:’
address audience in a formal tone
state thoughts, concerns and ideas in a professional tone
concluding remarks and signing off
Students could include the following in their response.
As a member of this library, I think that Turkish books should also be available because:
it helps to maintain their community language
it teaches children the community language
elders with limited language capability in English might resort to Turkish books
brings more members of the community to the library
Question 12
Question 12 was an imaginative story. Though requiring many elements and a storyline which must not be simplistic, this topic was quite popular.
Text type: story
Kind of writing: imaginative
Audience: children
Suggested points/responses: 
title
setting, characters and problem
sequence of events
resolution/conclusion
An example introduction could look like:
One day, Ahmet and I went under the eucalyptus tree to meet with our friends as we usually do. Once we got there, we realised there was something strange going on. None of our friends turned up. This was not normal as...
Students who did well on this topic were able to write creatively and descriptively using authentic dialogues and scripts. They were able to use appropriate address and purpose of their story clearly right from the start. Students also used appropriate narrator and voice in their stories. For example: 
Mehmet ve Ali’yi aramışlar. Bulamayınca eve gitmeye karar vermişler. İkiside eve dönünce anneleri Aytene olan durumu anlatmışlar. 
(They called Mehmet and Ali. When they couldn’t find it, they decided to go home. When they both returned home, they told their mother Ayten about the situation.)
In the example above, students did not separate -de and did not use a possessive apostrophe. These are not major errors, and students were not penalised for them. Students should practise writing extended pieces for a variety of topics, responding in a variety of text types during the year. Even if they make errors, they should revise their pieces and get assessment and feedback from their teachers. 
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