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GENERAL COMMENTS 
The standard of language was very high in the 2012 Yiddish oral examinations. The students were eager to talk with the 

assessors and did so fluently. The students did not require assistance from the assessors in order to maintain the 

conversation and made themselves understood very adequately. Some of the students self-corrected readily, which 

showed a good mastery of sentence construction and grammar. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Conversation 
Most students gained high marks in this section, particularly in criterion 1, demonstrating excellent understanding by 

responding readily and confidently. They used effective repair strategies and carried the conversation forward with 

some spontaneity. Mostly they had excellent pronunciation, intonation and tempo. The marks for criterion 2, which 

assessed content, were also high. The most demanding criterion was criterion 3, which assesses the range and accuracy 

of students’ language. Students scored well on this criterion but there is still room for improvement. 

Section 2 – Discussion 
The topic for the Detailed Study dealt with the migration of Jews to the United States and to Australia. Each student had 

chosen a sub-topic and had researched it. The students communicated their knowledge with confidence, achieving 

excellent results in criteria 1 and 2.  

The aim of learning a language is to be able to express oneself so that other people will understand, and all students did 

this with remarkable success. However, more can be done to correct grammatical structures, such as the declension of 

articles and agreement of adjectives. The list of verbs that take the auxiliary zayn, ‘to be’, in the past tense must be 

memorised. More emphasis must also be placed on correct word order, as it differs from the word order in English. 

There is always room for expanding vocabulary and idioms, and students are to be encouraged to self-correct. It is 

necessary to use the language orally as much as is possible, so students are encouraged to listen to a range of sources, 

for example, Yiddish radio programs, and to converse with family members and friends who know the language.  

 


