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2009            LOTE: Yiddish GA 3: Examination 

Oral component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Student performance was of a very high standard in the 2009 Yiddish examination. The students genuinely enjoyed 
their oral examinations, and were relaxed and forthcoming with a great deal of information.  

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Conversation 
Students performed very well in the Conversation section of the oral examination. They clearly enjoyed expressing 
themselves in Yiddish and sharing their knowledge and information. It would be worthwhile for teachers to work a little 
more on repair strategies. More work could also be done on word order, plurals, and genders and declensions of nouns. 

Section 2 – Discussion 
The choice of sub-topic for the Detailed Study was suitable and appropriate. It dealt with the migration of Jews to the 
United States and to Australia. Each student had a slightly different emphasis in the sub-topic to suit their own 
particular interest, such as humour or music in the lives of the migrants. Students and teachers had heeded the advice 
given in previous Assessment Reports and made good use of their own family members in their study of migration. 
They had spoken with grandparents, parents and friends and this had given them insights and a feeling of relevance. 
They were able to compare and contrast the Australian experience with the American one, which was very interesting. 
Also, the students had obviously benefited from conversing with the migrant members of their families in Yiddish as 
was evident from their oral fluency. 

Written component 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
Students found the written examination paper fair, and the texts were very clear and entertaining. Responses to the 
written paper were of a very high standard but students must ensure that they write neatly.  

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Section 1 – Listening and responding 
The students understood the aural texts very well as was shown by their answers. All students responded to all 
questions. However some texts were handled better than others. Texts 1, 2, 3 and 5 were handled very well. Text 4 was 
handled reasonably well. Questions 4a. and 4b. were not answered fully enough; perhaps students did not fully 
understand what was being asked.  

Text 1 
Question 1a. 
Either of: 

• David is not home  
• David is not answering the phone. 

Question 1b.  
• to avoid helping her mother prepare for the Sabbath 
• Helen has heard that there is a good film at the cinema 

Question 1c. 
• The film is about a girl in Berlin. 
• Nelly wants to be a scientist. 
• Nelly’s mother wants her to prepare for her Bas Mitsve. 
• Nelly is not interested in religion. 
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Question 1d.  
One of: 

• ‘Hello…’  
• ‘Pity you’re not at home’ 
• ‘Please call me’  
• second person address.  

Text 2 
Question 2a. 
A Yiddish Sunday school (or a school for children to learn Yiddish) 
 
Question 2b. 

• Lygon Street was famous for the Kadimah – the Yiddish theatre performed there. 
• Rathdowne Street was famous for Nathan Pose’s pickles (or the place where Nathan Pose made his first 

pickles). 
• Drummond Street is famous for the Peretz School and for the Herzl Hall where the Victorian Zionist 

organisation was founded. 

Question 2c. 
• Italian influence/culture/people/food 
• from a Jewish culture to an Italian culture 

Text 3 
Question 3a. 
Leah hopes to go to Israel (to the Maccebe Games) as a member of the basketball team. 
 
Question 3b.        

• The duration of trip is too long.  
• She may get poor results.  
• She might miss out on ‘Law’. 

Question 3c.   
Leah has agreed to go for two weeks rather than three and a half weeks. 
 
Question 3d. 

• Leah is a diligent/good student. 
• This is a rare opportunity. 
• Leah has the ability to achieve. 

Part B – Answer in Yiddish  
 
Text 4 
Question 4a. 
They only converted to Judaism 80 years ago. 
  
Question 4b. 
Mud walls and straw roofs  
 
Question 4c. 

• by mixing wine with alcohol made from bananas 
• they mixed the wine with other alcohol 

Question 4d.                            
• They sang the Pesakh song. 
• They ate matse. 
• The children asked the four questions. 
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• They ate charoyses. 

Text 5 
Question 5a.  
An Israeli 

 
Question 5b.  

• This music festival is unusual because the instrument highlighted is an Australian didgeridoo. 
• The music belongs to Australian Aboriginals and the location of the festival is in Israel. 

Question 5c.  
• The festival director has organised the event because the sound of the didgeridoo reminds him of the sound of 

the shofer, which is heard at that time of the year. 
• Because he loves the sound of the didgeridoo. 
• Because he is interested in the didgeridoo as an instrument. 
• Because he is interested in the culture of the Aboriginal people. 

Section 2 – Reading and responding 
In Part A of Section 2 the students understood both texts very well. Only Question 6b. was not answered fully enough  
and it was evident that students found Question 7e. to be difficult.  

The students did very well in the writing task for Part B of Section 2. This, together with Section 3, is always a 
challenging part of the paper as it calls on students to express themselves in Yiddish. The responses to Part B, Question 
8, were very suitable for the topic and there were some very thoughtful answers.  

Text 6             
Question 6a. 
A tailor 
  
 Question 6b.  

• The rich man was happier because the second match was the son of a rabbi. 
• The son of a rabbi is better because a rabbi has more status than a cobbler.  
• The son of a rabbi is better because he is the son of a learned man. 
• The son of a rabbi is better because he is the son of a man with great religious understanding (the son therefore 

has greater status and respect). 

Question 6c. 
The rich man was ashamed because: 

• he realised that the grounds on which he had rejected someone (thinking his family was better or had a better 
status) could also be applied to his own family 

• he had judged the groom only by the occupation of the groom’s father (and not by the worth of the groom)  
• he realised that wealth was not the only criterion on which someone could be judged. In another person’s eyes, 

education could be more valuable than wealth 
• he realised that he had been taught a valuable lesson about life that he should have known before. 

Text 7  
Question 7a. 
Meyer is writing to Rokhl to enquire about his permit to visit Canada. 
 
Question 7b. 
We know Shanghai is overpopulated because: 

• it is the biggest town in China 
• there are between five and seven million people living there 
• there are some streets you cannot pass through because of the large number of people in them. 
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Question 7c. 
Meyer describes Shanghai as an ‘international’ city because there are French and Japanese people and people of other 
nationalities living there.  
 

Question 7d. 
Immigrants moved to Shanghai between 1938 and 1940 due to war. 

                                                                                                                     
Question 7e. 

• The German-Jewish immigrants helped rebuild the area after 1937, after the Japanese bombardment. 
• 20 000 Jewish immigrants settled there. 
• It became a ghetto for Jews during World War II when Japan was fighting against China. 

Question 7f. 
Trams, buses or rickshaws 
 
Question 7g. 

• Because Shanghai is dirty. 
• The climate is not good (the weather is very hot in summer/the winter is cold, but not frosty). 
• One cannot drink the water.  
• One has to wash fruit with hot water. 

Section 3 – Writing in Yiddish 
Section 3 was well answered and responses had good development and depth. However, it is still relevant to point out 
that the responses should follow the rules of good writing; that is, there should be an introduction, then the main body of 
the essay, the development of the topic and a conclusion. Paragraphing should be adhered to.  

Each response should adhere to the format required for the kind of writing that has been specified (personal, 
imaginative, persuasive, informative or evaluative). Personal writing should express personal opinions, ideas and 
feelings. Imaginative writing should be descriptive, influence the reader’s perception and create atmosphere. Persuasive 
writing should be emotive, should manipulate the reader’s opinion and persuade him/her in a certain direction. 
Informative writing should convey information and facts in an objective, factual style. Evaluative writing should reach a 
logical conclusion through an unbiased review, having weighed up the pros and cons of a particular argument or 
situation. 

The language used is of utmost importance in order to score well in this section. The students were rewarded for using 
more idiomatic language and correct vocabulary. There were some weaknesses in language structures, which require 
some learning emphasis and focus. The word order in Yiddish is very different from English and very idiomatic. It 
needs to be studied repeatedly with many examples and much repetition. Students should also focus on verb tenses and 
plurals of nouns. Students should try not to do literal translations from English into Yiddish.  

 


