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[bookmark: _Toc179296764]About the grants
[bookmark: _Toc148700824][bookmark: _Toc148701373]The Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grants provide an important financial stimulus to VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) and Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) providers to develop learning initiatives for their students that support lifelong learning and increased community participation.
The grants acknowledge the outstanding contribution to education and training in Victoria made by Lynne Kosky, the former Victorian Education Minister, who passed away in December 2014. They replace the Lynne Kosky Memorial Scholarships which were administered by the Department of Education from 2015 to 2017.
Each year the VCAA provides up to 8 grants to registered Victorian senior secondary and foundation secondary providers that deliver the VCE VM and/or the VPC. Each grant is valued at $6,250.00.
[bookmark: _Toc179296765]Aim of the grant
The aim of the grant is to support VCE VM and VPC providers to implement an initiative that will:
extend student progress and attainment in their VCE VM or VPC studies.
increase student opportunities for lifelong learning.
enhance VCE VM and/or VPC student opportunities for community engagement.
Engage VCE VM and/or VPC students in the design, making and/or finishing stages of the initiative.
[bookmark: _Toc179296766]Expectations of grant recipients
Grant recipients will be expected to spend the grant money within the 2025 school year and submit a report on the success of the initiative for which they received the grant.
[bookmark: _Toc179296767]Key dates
Applications for the 2025 Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grants must be received by no later than Friday 13 December 2024.
Grant recipients will be notified as soon as possible after judging and Ministerial authorisation is confirmed.
Eligibility criteria
To be eligible for consideration to receive a Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grant, applications must meet the following eligibility criteria:
The provider applying for the grant must be a registered VCE or VPC provider as identified on the VRQA State Register.
The application must be for an initiative that will engage VCE VM and/or VPC students in the design, making and/or finishing stages.
Applications will not be considered where they seek to use the grant for: 
a. support to individual VCE VM or VPC students or teachers
b. initiatives that are already being funded under other government programs
c. initiatives that are already being implemented, where the grant will not lead to significant change.
d. initiatives that are for ‘one off’ activities such as camps, events or travel to events.
[bookmark: _Toc179296768]Selection criteria
Applicants must address the following four selection criteria to be considered for a Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grant. Each criterion response must: 
be no more than 300 words in length
address the elements specified for that criterion, which the judging panel will use to assess that criterion response.
	[bookmark: _Toc148700825][bookmark: _Toc148701374]Criterion
	Elements 

	1. Provide a rationale for the proposed project. 
	a. There is a clear and compelling need for the proposed project.
b. The proposed project will have valuable short- and long-term benefits and those who will benefit are clearly identified.

	2. Explain how the grant funds would be used and why they are necessary to deliver the proposed project. *  
	a. There is a clear explanation of why the grant funding is necessary and how it will be used.
b. Detailed project costings are included in the provided template. 
c. Costings indicate whether the grant will fund part or all of the proposed project.
d. Where the grant will be used to partially fund a project, costings include details of other funding sources and how they will be used.

	3. Demonstrate how the proposed project is linked to the VCE VM and/or VPC.

	a. The project is explicitly aligned to VCE VM and/or VPC curriculum.
b. The project enables students to achieve identified VCE VM outcomes and/or VPC learning goals.
c. The project is aligned to the Pillars of Applied Learning.

	4. Describe how the proposed project will enhance student learning.
	a. The proposed project will expand the range of applied learning opportunities beyond those that are currently available to the school’s VCE VM and/or VPC students.
b. The proposed project will enhance community and/or industry engagement opportunities for VCE VM and/or VPC students.
c. The proposed project is student-centred, giving them agency in its design and delivery, drawing on their strengths and interests and providing opportunities to explore their pathway goals.


*	Note the Eligibility Criteria above for a list of what will not be considered for a Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grant.
[bookmark: _Toc179296769]Application process
For an application to be considered, eligible providers must: 
complete all mandatory fields in the online application form
Attach the completed Grant Proposal Costing Template
respond to all four selection criteria, as outlined in these guidelines (responses to each criterion should be no more than 300 words in length)
ensure their grant proposal meets the Eligibility Criteria (see above)
attach the Endorsement of the Principal/CEO form signed by their principal/CEO 
ensure their Principal/CEO is aware of the grant’s Victorian Common Funding Agreement Terms and Conditions.
The online application form does not allow providers to save the application form as a draft. Once providers start the application, they will need to complete it and click ‘submit’ to avoid the risk of losing data. The VCAA recommends that providers compose their responses to the selection criteria in word processing software, e.g. Microsoft Word. Once finalised, they can paste their completed responses into the online application form. 
The VCAA recommends using Google Chrome, Firefox or Safari to complete this application form. Adding attachments is not supported by older versions of Internet Explorer.
[bookmark: _Toc179296771]Judging
[bookmark: _Toc148700829][bookmark: _Toc148701378]The VCAA appoints a judging panel to assess all applications received for the 2025 Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grants. The panel comprises representatives of the VCAA, DE and stakeholder organisations with relevant expertise in vocational and applied learning. 
Enquiries
For further information and advice about the Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grants, please contact the VCAA’s Applied Learning Team at: vcaa.applied.learning@education.vic.gov.au
[bookmark: _Toc148700830][bookmark: _Toc148701379]

[bookmark: _Toc179296773]Pre-submission checklist
Before submitting your application via the online application form on the VCAA website, please take the following steps: 
· Draft responses to the 4 Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grant criteria (max 300 words per criterion). It is recommended that applicants draft their responses offline before completing the online application form. 
· Review the Eligibility Criteria and ensure your grant proposal meets these criteria.
· Complete the Lynne Kosky Memorial Applied Learning Grant Proposal Costing Template
· Have your principal/CEO complete the Endorsement of the Principal/CEO form. This signed endorsement must be attached to the online application. 
· Ensure your Principal/CEO is aware of the grant’s Victorian Common Funding Agreement Terms and Conditions.
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