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Senior Secondary Certificate Statistical Information 2016



Section 5:    Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)


Data source: 2016 data were extracted from the VCAA Assessment Processing System (APS) database at 4 January 2017 (Published).


If you have any concerns or comments, please contact the Data Analysis, Measurement and Reporting Unit on (03) 9032-1784.
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Section 5

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

There were 23,784 enrolments in VCAL certificates in 2016.  Students were enrolled with 448 providers.  Nearly two thirds of all VCAL certificate enrolments (62.7%) were students enrolled in Government schools.


Table 5.1: Numbers of Schools Providing VCAL and VCAL Certificate Enrolments 
	by Sector, 2016

	 
	Schools
	VCAL Certificate Enrolments

	Government
	286
	14,904

	Catholic
	83
	3,406

	Independent
	38
	934

	Adult
	41
	4,540

	Total
	448
	23,784




With respect to the level of certificates studied (see Table 5.2) 26.8% of VCAL students were enrolled in Foundation and 41.8% in Intermediate level certificates.  Senior and Senior Extension enrolments comprised 31.4% of enrolments.


Table 5.2: VCAL Enrolments by Certificate, Gender and Level, 2016

	 
	 
	Gender
	 

	Level
	Title
	Female
	Male
	All

	Foundation
	VCAL (Foundation)
	2,316 
	4,053 
	6,369 

	Foundation
	Total
	2,316 
	4,053 
	6,369 

	Intermediate
	VCAL (Intermediate)
	3,788 
	6,147 
	9,935 

	Intermediate
	Total
	3,788 
	6,147 
	9,935 

	Senior
	VCAL (Senior)
	2,900 
	4,500 
	7,400 

	 
	Senior Extension (Folio Enhancement)
	60 
	20 
	80 

	Senior&SeniorExt.
	Total
	2,960 
	4,520 
	7,480 

	ALL
	Total
	9,064 
	14,720 
	23,784 




Gender
About three in five VCAL student enrolments in 2016 were male (61.9%). 


Unit Completions
In 2016 there were a total of 135,792 VCAL unit completions (See table 5.3). 
VCAL units are not the full range of curriculum that contributed towards the attainment of a VCAL. Students enrolled in any VCAL certificate can also gain credit from VET and VCE studies towards their VCAL qualification. VCAL students enrolled in VET and VCE units are included in the participation and completion reports for those units and certificates. 

VCAL Personal Development units (29.3%) and VCAL Work Related Skills units (27.8%) accounted for the majority of enrolments in VCAL units.

Overall 76.5% of VCAL units were satisfactorily completed. Males (76.7%) and females (76.1%) had similar completion rates across all units. The overall completion rates for each major unit were as follows: Literacy Skills (75.3%); Numeracy Skills (73.5%); Personal Development Skills (78.1%) and Work Related Skills (77.2%).

Table 5.3: VCAL Unit Completions by Gender and Level, 2016

	 
	Female
	Male
	All

	DESCRIPTION
	S
	Total
	% S
	S
	Total
	% S
	S
	Total
	% S

	Advanced Numeracy Skills (S)
	34
	56
	60.7
	81
	114
	71.1
	115
	170
	67.6

	Advanced Study Skills
	59
	60
	98.3
	17
	20
	85.0
	76
	80
	95.0

	Folio Enhancement and Presentation
	58
	59
	98.3
	18
	20
	90.0
	76
	79
	96.2

	Literacy Skills (F) Oral Communication
	974
	1,629
	59.8
	1,719
	2,840
	60.5
	2,693
	4,469
	60.3

	Literacy Skills (F) Reading and Writing
	950
	1,697
	56.0
	1,675
	2,998
	55.9
	2,625
	4,695
	55.9

	Literacy Skills (I) Oral Communication
	2,410
	3,098
	77.8
	3,988
	5,106
	78.1
	6,398
	8,204
	78.0

	Literacy Skills (I) Reading and Writing
	2,380
	3,167
	75.1
	3,920
	5,196
	75.4
	6,300
	8,363
	75.3

	Literacy Skills (S) Oral Communication
	2,258
	2,663
	84.8
	3,538
	4,122
	85.8
	5,796
	6,785
	85.4

	Literacy Skills (S) Reading and Writing
	2,320
	2,736
	84.8
	3,646
	4,279
	85.2
	5,966
	7,015
	85.0

	Numeracy Skills (F)
	1,051
	1,748
	60.1
	1,769
	2,932
	60.3
	2,820
	4,680
	60.3

	Numeracy Skills (I)
	2,099
	2,860
	73.4
	3,534
	4,579
	77.2
	5,633
	7,439
	75.7

	Numeracy Skills (S)
	1,733
	2,127
	81.5
	2,687
	3,249
	82.7
	4,420
	5,376
	82.2

	Pathways Planning
	59
	60
	98.3
	17
	20
	85.0
	76
	80
	95.0

	Personal Development Skills Unit 1 (F)
	1,213
	1,800
	67.4
	2,174
	3,187
	68.2
	3,387
	4,987
	67.9

	Personal Development Skills Unit 1 (I)
	2,724
	3,392
	80.3
	4,509
	5,574
	80.9
	7,233
	8,966
	80.7

	Personal Development Skills Unit 1 (S)
	2,382
	2,774
	85.9
	3,749
	4,370
	85.8
	6,131
	7,144
	85.8

	Personal Development Skills Unit 2 (F)
	932
	1,511
	61.7
	1,740
	2,818
	61.7
	2,672
	4,329
	61.7

	Personal Development Skills Unit 2 (I)
	2,527
	3,237
	78.1
	4,158
	5,216
	79.7
	6,685
	8,453
	79.1

	Personal Development Skills Unit 2 (S)
	1,986
	2,384
	83.3
	2,960
	3,497
	84.6
	4,946
	5,881
	84.1

	Skills for Further Study
	239
	311
	76.8
	359
	481
	74.6
	598
	792
	75.5

	Work Related Skills Unit 1 (F)
	1,217
	1,835
	66.3
	2,138
	3,196
	66.9
	3,355
	5,031
	66.7

	Work Related Skills Unit 1 (I)
	2,497
	3,188
	78.3
	4,199
	5,230
	80.3
	6,696
	8,418
	79.5

	Work Related Skills Unit 1 (S)
	1,979
	2,345
	84.4
	3,079
	3,560
	86.5
	5,058
	5,905
	85.7

	Work Related Skills Unit 2 (F)
	929
	1,498
	62.0
	1,696
	2,707
	62.7
	2,625
	4,205
	62.4

	Work Related Skills Unit 2 (I)
	2,368
	3,077
	77.0
	3,890
	4,984
	78.0
	6,258
	8,061
	77.6

	Work Related Skills Unit 2 (S)
	1,995
	2,410
	82.8
	3,182
	3,775
	84.3
	5,177
	6,185
	83.7

	Grand Total
	39,373
	51,722
	76.1
	64,442
	84,070
	76.7
	103,815
	135,792
	76.5



Note: F=Foundation, I=Intermediate, S=Senior
Where a student has formally withdrawn from the Unit, these have been excluded from the above table. 

Certificate Completions
[bookmark: _GoBack]There were 13,208 VCAL certificate completions out of 17,886 enrolments which were eligible to complete in 2016.  This is a completion rate of 73.8% (See Table 5.4).  A student is eligible to complete a qualification if they have completed sufficient units or modules, or are enrolled in sufficient units or modules that, if completed satisfactorily, would meet the requirements for satisfactory completion of the qualification. Students may also gain credit towards their VCAL from VCE units and VET units of competence.

Of those students eligible to complete, the completion rates for male and female students were 73.4% and 74.6% respectively.

Table 5.4: VCAL Certificate Completions by Gender and Level, 2016

	Level
	Completed
	Eligible to Complete
	% Completed

	Female
	 
	 
	 

	Foundation
	653
	1,164
	56.1

	Intermediate
	2,148
	2,923
	73.5

	Senior and Senior Extension
	2,237
	2,665
	83.9

	Total
	5,038
	6,752
	74.6

	Male
	 
	 
	 

	Foundation
	1,120
	2,016
	55.6

	Intermediate
	3,543
	4,937
	71.8

	Senior and Senior Extension
	3,507
	4,181
	83.9

	Total
	8,170
	11,134
	73.4

	All
	 
	 
	 

	Foundation
	1,773
	3,180
	55.8

	Intermediate
	5,691
	7,860
	72.4

	Senior and Senior Extension
	5,744
	6,846
	83.9

	Total
	13,208
	17,886
	73.8




Of those students who completed a VCAL certificate, 61.9% were male and 38.1% were female. This is a reflection of the enrolment pattern.


Table 5.5: Percentages of VCAL Certificate Completions by Gender, 2016

	Level
	% Completed

	Female
	 

	Foundation
	36.8%

	Intermediate
	37.7%

	Senior and Senior Extension
	38.9%

	Total
	38.1%

	Male
	 

	Foundation
	63.2%

	Intermediate
	62.3%

	Senior and Senior Extension
	61.1%

	Total
	61.9%
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