Alex Louie – This video introduces the VCE Classical Studies Study Design accredited for 2025 to 2029. My name is Alex Louie, and I'm the Curriculum Manager for Classical Studies at the VCAA, and I'm joined by expert classical studies teacher Satu O'Neill.
Satu O'Neill - Through the course of this video, we will discuss the scope of the study, the structure, and introduce new parts of the study design, including the characteristics of the study and key terms.
Alex Louie - For a more detailed introduction to individual units, please see further videos on the VCE Classical Studies page on the VCAA website. Students of Classical Studies explore the enduring cultures of ancient Greece and ancient Rome through the analysis of a range of classical works. These works can include mythologies, written texts, art and artefacts that were produced in the classical world. All works are considered in their socio-historical contexts, providing students with a deep understanding of the society in which the works were created as they engage in close analysis, comparison, and evaluation of classical works.
Satu O'Neill - The fundamental subject of analysis in classical studies is the classical work itself and the interpretation of the work is informed by a student's knowledge of the socio-historical context. Whether analysing a single work or comparing a number of works, students construct evidence-based interpretations of classical works that reflect the writer or producer of the work.
Alex Louie - This study is made up of four units. Although there are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2, and 3, students must undertake Unit 3 and 4 as a sequence. Units 1 to 4 are designed to build students' knowledge and engagement with a range of classical works and concepts. By the end of Unit 4, students will have an appreciation for the nature of classical studies as a multifaceted discipline, encompassing drama, poetry, history, philosophy, art, and architecture. Through these studies, students also develop insights into the historical, social, and cultural contexts of classical works.
Satu O'Neill - The characteristics of the study define the skills and forms of thinking that students apply to their study of classical works and are reflected in the key knowledge and key skills across Units 1 to 4. It is important to note that these skills and forms of thinking are closely related and it is through their combined application that students engage meaningfully with the works and the ideas expressed within them.
Alex Louie - Detailed descriptions of each of the characteristics are included in the VCE Classical Studies Study Design. However, we would like to draw your attention to some significant points in each. Over the course of their study, students are exposed to classical works in a range of forms and genres. It is important to explicitly teach the features of those forms and genres, including typical conventions and techniques. As their studies progress, students will be required to analyse stylistic features and take such features into consideration when comparing works. Although students study works in English translation, it is critical that they focus on the conventions and techniques that reflect the intention of the original classical author rather than the modern translator.
Satu O'Neill - In written works, identifying classical techniques as distinct from English language techniques such as assonance or alliteration is integral to thinking like a classicist. Similarly, when studying material culture, students should consider the original intention of the work in its complete form and should not focus on what might be missing or damaged in the 21st century. Teachers can be guided by the most accepted theories of classicists as to the original appearance of the work and the context in which it was placed.
Alex Louie - Understanding works within their socio-historical contexts and using them to understand the ideas of ancient peoples is a significant part of the study of classical studies and is of particular significance in Units 2, 3, and 4 where it must be taught more explicitly.
Satu O'Neill - Students will develop their skill at viewing the works through the lens of the socio-historical context, focusing on the classical author's intention and the likely intended effect on their ancient audience. Modern interpretations and theoretical lenses are not required. Similarly, ethical judgments such as the cruelty of slavery or the mistreatment of women, though sometimes an interesting talking point in class, should not be the focus for analysis. Rather than expecting ancient authors to uphold 21st century values or to dismiss them because they do not, students should be encouraged to precisely identify the views and norms of the periods they study and consider what they reveal about the ancient world. This can then lead to rich discussions about the nature of the legacy of the ancient world and the extent to which we can still see ideas today in the Western world, despite their now problematic nature.
Alex Louie - Students are not required to cite historians or critics or to give lengthy accounts of the historical context, but rather they apply their knowledge of socio-historical context to their interpretation of the works, judiciously selecting evidence that explains the influence of the socio-historical context on the work. The analysis of written and material works is at the core of the discipline of classical studies. The classical works are the primary source of evidence in this study. Students take elements of the works and draw out their meaning using their understanding of the work's contexts and its features. Early in their study, students explain features of the work to show their understanding. This leads to more complex analysis and evaluation as their study progresses.
Satu O'Neill - The examination of classical ideas is central to classical studies. Students analyse how or which ideas are expressed in a range of forms and genres, identifying techniques that are used to express ideas and explaining how they're used, for example, imagery and metaphor in a written work or compositional and artistic techniques in an artwork. Students evaluate connections between the works and their socio-historical contexts.
Alex Louie - Before study of a classical work, teachers can establish some of the key ideas and techniques students will encounter in the work. The focus should be on classical ideas that reflect the messaging of the original creator of the work rather than modern perspectives and interpretations. Techniques should be those that reflect the intention of the original author or creator rather than those specific to the English translation. A list of common techniques can be found in the "Terms used in this study" section of the VCE Classical Studies Study Design on pages 15 and 16.
Satu O'Neill - As part of their close analysis of works, students consider how parts of the work that they analyse contribute to the broader understanding of the work as a whole. They might be asked to consider how one moment in or extract from a written work adds to the overall development of the work, such as development of its characters or ideas. For material works, they might consider how one feature of an artwork or artefact is significant in conveying an idea or demonstrating a theme. In Units 1 and 2, evaluating significance of works includes explaining their significance in understanding the possible realities of myths and explaining the significance of classical works in representing the work's ideas and/or its culture. Units 1 and 2 also requires teachers to include works from a later period in their programme so that students can evaluate the significance or influence of classical works on modern works and examine the reception of classical works. It is important to consider why elements of classical works have been chosen for appropriation or adaption and which of their qualities have been most enduring.
Alex Louie - In Unit 3 Area of Study 2, Material Culture, in cases where several works of a particular form are prescribed to a study in that year, evaluating significance of works includes considering a work in terms of its significance as an example of its form or in representing an idea. In Unit 4 Area of Study 1, Classical Concerns, students evaluate the significance of short written works and examples of material culture as expressions of an aspect of classical culture, explaining how they represent a particular concern of the classical world and a particular point in time.
Satu O'Neill - Comparing works is an important skill throughout the course of the study. In Units 1 and 2, students identify and explain similarities and differences between various works such as a classical work and a modern one, and the similarities and differences between myths and archaeological evidence. They examine a range of written, material, and archaeological evidence, and assess similarities and differences between these forms of evidence as expressions of classical culture.
Alex Louie - In Unit 3, students analyse similarities and differences between parts of the written and material works they're studying, which is part of their evaluation of the significance of particular elements of the works. They consider reasons for the similarities and differences. Unit 4 builds to an explicit comparative analysis. Some comparison is modelled in Area of Study 1, Classical Concerns, where students analyse short written and material works to evaluate their significance as expressions of ideas related to a concern of the classical world. In Unit 4 Area of Study 2, Classical Comparisons, students engage in a comparative study of two written classical works. This is a culmination of their study and they apply all the characteristics of study to the construction of comparative arguments, comparing features of the works, evaluating and comparing the significance of the socio-historical context and genres on the presentation of ideas in the works, comparing the ideas in the works and the techniques used to present those ideas.
Satu O'Neill - Students of classical studies develop interpretations of the works they study and must provide and explain evidence to support their interpretations and arguments. The classical work itself is the primary source of evidence for classical studies, and students should be active readers and viewers, annotating and taking notes so that they are well-positioned to provide appropriate and meaningful examples from the works to support their points. Students are not expected to quote historians or critics. They should be able to support their arguments by giving examples and quoting meaningfully from written works and providing detailed evidence from material works. Students are required to show knowledge of the socio-historical context and how the work is influenced by it or how the work reveals the socio-historical context, but lengthy or irrelevant accounts of socio-historical context are not rewarded in classical studies.
Alex Louie - The interpretation of classical works is grounded in an understanding of the socio-historical context and the intention of the creator of the works rather than modern or personal interpretations. Students are encouraged to interpret the works through the lens of a classical audience's understandings and treat it as an expression of the classical world. When unpacking the study design, you will also find a detailed description of each key term from page 14 to 16. We would like to draw your attention to a number of key terms. Definitions for these terms and more are included in the study design.
Satu O'Neill - First, we would like to discuss the distinction between ideas, themes, and concerns. The term "concerns" is of particularly use in Unit 4 Area of Study 1. It refers to the matters that preoccupied the producers of classical works. For example, the presentation of war and warfare, the nature of power and authority, and the conception of identities in the classical world. These concerns are all of major significance to classical cultures. Meanwhile, the term "ideas" refers to the message conveyed by the creator of a work. An example used in the study design is the glory or pathos of war. Finally, the term "themes" in this study refers to the broader subject matter of a work and the features of the classical world that are revealed by it. In terms of how the course is delivered, teachers and students will explore and discuss a range of ideas and themes that they uncover in the course of their study. In Unit 4 Area of Study 1, teachers will choose from one of the three classical concerns as specified in the study design. One of the works used for Unit 4 Area of Study 1 will also be used in Area of Study 2, at which point examination of further ideas beyond the classical concern are introduced.
Alex Louie - For written works, students examine techniques that reflect the likely intention of the original author of the work rather than those that are specific to English translations such as assonance or alliteration. A list of example techniques is included in the study design. The study design also divides techniques for material works into three categories: construction methods, compositional techniques, and expressive techniques. Compositional techniques and expressive techniques convey ideas and themes and are differentiated from their methods of construction. Examples of each category and a list of common techniques and material works can be found in the study design.
Satu O'Neill - Socio-historical context refers to the social, historical, and cultural context of the time in which the works were created. In most cases, works are viewed through the lens of this time, and modern interpretations are not necessary. The exceptions are Unit 1 Area of Study 1 and Unit 2 Area of Study 2 where students examine modern receptions of classical works.
Alex Louie - As you are planning your course, we encourage you to view the unit-specific on-demand videos available on the VCE Classical Studies page of the VCAA website, as well as the subject support materials. If you have further questions about the VCE Classical Studies Study Design, please contact me directly. Thank you for your interest in and engagement with VCE Classical Studies.
Copyright Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2024
