Alex Louie – This video provides an overview of Unit 1 of VCE Classical Studies. My name is Alex Louie and I am the curriculum manager for Classical Studies at the VCAA, and I'm joined by expert Classical Studies teacher, Satu O'Neill.
Satu O’Neill - In this video, we will discuss the two different areas of study in Unit 1, including the outcomes and assessment. For further detail about the overarching concerns and key terms in the VCE Classical Studies Study Design, we encourage you to begin by watching the introductory on-demand video in this series.
Alex Louie – In Units 1 and 2, schools and teachers can select the classical works for study provided the works meet the needs of each outcome. To engage fully with all areas of study, teachers will need to choose a range of both written and material works, including a modern work or works for Area of Study 1. It is critical to remember that students should be working with the English translations of written works, and all assessment should reflect this
Satu O’Neill - Works chosen for Units 1 and 2 cannot be repeated in Units 3 and 4. However, sections or extracts from a larger work may be studied if the same section isn't repeated in another unit. For example, students may study a book from "The Iliad" in Unit 1 provided the same book is not prescribed for Unit 3. Where possible, teachers are advised to consult the Unit 3 and 4 prescribed works list before designing their Unit 1 and 2 programme. There are examples of written, material and modern works, and of archaeological sites in the support materials on the Classical Studies page of the VCAA website.
Alex Louie – Studying the mythical worlds of ancient Greece and ancient Rome is vital to understanding these societies, cultures and ideas. In Unit 1, students explore the myths of ancient Greece and/or ancient Rome, the search for the meaning of these myths, the archaeological evidence for them, and the contribution these myths make to both classical and modern culture. Unit 1, Area of Study 1 provides students with significant grounding for undertaking Classical Studies by developing their understanding of the way that myths underpin the cultures of ancient Greece and ancient Rome.
Satu O’Neill - In this area of study, students learn about the Greek or Roman gods, including learning about their individual responsibilities, interests, characteristics and behaviours by investigating how they are represented in mythical stories. Study of the gods might include examination of their genealogy and their representation in art and the symbols associated with them, such as on Greek vases or in sculpture, or of their creation in works such as Hesiod's "Theogony." Myths such as that of Persephone or Poseidon could be used to show how myths were used to explain natural phenomena, like the seasons or earthquakes. 
Additionally, students explore hero myths where they discover how heroes are depicted in classical works, and the way that heroes can represent different qualities and values. Study of heroes might include study of the conduct of warring heroes in a selected book or extracts from Homer's "Iliad," the journey of Odysseus in Homer's "Odyssey," representations of the labours of Heracles, Hercules to the Romans, on Greek vases or in the sculptural decoration of the Temple of Olympia, or in Roman works, such as Ovid's "Metamorphoses" and in Virgil's "Aeneid." Students might study the journey or heroic conduct of the hero Aeneas in a selected book or extracts from Virgil's "Aeneid." They could consider Aeneas as a forefather of the Roman people. Students might examine the Roman adaptations of Greek myth. 
Through the study of gods and heroes, students will find parts of the ancient societies revealed to them. For instance, myths in these societies were used to explain social structures and the way that people conducted themselves. Values, customs and relationship dynamics were all deeply interconnected with mythical stories, and in this area of study, students begin to develop the understanding of ancient societies that will inform how they understand the work studied throughout the rest of the course. 
In this area of study, students also explore the functions and forms of myths in the classical world, and the relationship between classical works and those from a later period, including the modern world. This provides an opportunity for students to appreciate the lasting and significant impact of classical cultures on modern art and society as they have scope to investigate the representation of classical myths in film, literature, art, or video games.
Alex Louie – Area of Study 1 is assessed in Unit 1, Outcome 1. On completion of this unit, the student should be able to explain the functions and forms of myths in the classical world, and the relationship between classical works and those from a later period. To achieve this outcome, the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1, which are listed in full in the VCE Classical Studies Study Design. It's the teacher's role to ensure that the key knowledge and key skills from the basis of their learning activities and assessment tasks, so that students have a range of opportunities to demonstrate them. In Unit 1, Area of Study 2, students further develop their knowledge of myths and society. Teachers might use a myth study in Area of Study 1 or a new myth can be introduced. Students begin to examine the search for historical truth in these myths, and they build an understanding of Classical Studies through archaeological evidence.
Satu O’Neill - In this area of study, students explore the archaeological evidence for a myth or myths. They might look at archaeological evidence from a site that confirms details of a myth or offers an explanation for the origin of a myth. For example, sites connected to the Trojan War myth might be studied after study of "The Iliad" in Area of Study 1. 
While studying archaeological sites associated with myths, students consider the site's location, use, features and what the site can reveal about the society and concerns of the site's inhabitants. For example, students might observe the preoccupations of a society in the nature of its artefacts, such as weaponry or religious objects. Students take on the role of archaeologist, interpreting the material and visual evidence to form an understanding of the society. 
In this area of study, students also engage with the past and current ethical issues associated with archaeology. Students might investigate contentious issues, such as repatriation and ownership of ancient artefacts, such as the Parthenon Sculptures, the Pergamon Altar, or the Trojan treasures. They might examine the impact of tourism on archaeological sites, such as Pompeii and Herculaneum, or the ethics of displaying human remains at those sites.
Alex Louie – Area of Study 2 is assessed in Unit 1, Outcome 2. On completion of this unit, the student should be able to explain how archaeology has informed our understanding of classical myths and society, and identify ethical issues in archaeology. To achieve this outcome, the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2, which are listed in full in the VCE Classical Studies Study Design. As with Outcome 1, it is a teacher's role to ensure that the key knowledge and key skills form the basis of their learning activities and assessment tasks so that students have a range of opportunities to demonstrate them.
Satu O’Neill - All assessments in Unit 1 and 2 are school based, meaning that teachers set and assess each task. In order to satisfy the requirements of Unit 1, students must demonstrate both outcomes, engaging with the key knowledge and key skills of each area of study. Tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the examples outlined in the study design.
Alex Louie – As you are planning your course, we encourage you to view the other unit-specific, on-demand videos available on the VCE Classical Studies page of the VCAA website, as well as the subject support materials. If you have further questions about the VCE Classical Studies Study Design, please contact me directly. Thank you for your interest in and engagement with VCE Classical Studies.
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