Alex Louie – This video provides an overview of Unit Two of VCE Classical Studies. My name is Alex Louie, and I'm the Curriculum Manager for Classical studies at the VCAA, and I'm joined by expert Classical Studies teacher, Satu O'Neill.
Satu O'Neill - In this video, we will discuss the two different areas of study in Unit Two, including the outcomes and assessment. For further detail about the overarching concerns and key terms in the VCE Classical Studies study design, we encourage you to begin by watching the introductory on-demand video in this series.
Alex Louie – In Units One and Two, schools and teachers can select the classical works for study, provided the works meet the needs of each outcome. To engage fully with all areas of study, teachers will need to choose a range of both written and material works, including a modern work or works for Area of Study Two. Example works are available in the support materials on the Classical Studies page of the VCAA website. It is critical to remember that students should be working with the English translations of written works, and all assessment should reflect this. 
Works chosen for Units One and Two cannot be repeated in Units Three and Four. However, sections or extracts from a larger work may be studied if the same section isn't repeated in another unit. For example, students may study a book from the "Iliad" in Unit One, provided the same book is not prescribed for Unit Three. Teachers are advised to review the prescribed works list for Unit Three and Four before designing their Units One and Two courses.
Satu O'Neill - Studying classical worlds provides students with an opportunity to refocus their study of myths to see that it can reflect the real lived experiences of people in ancient Greece or Rome. Students consider the ways that creators of classical works convey ideas and beliefs, the way works are linked to and influenced by their socio-historical contexts, and how ideas are expressed in classical works. While Unit One's engagement with socio-historical context is mostly centred on what can be learned from the works themselves, Unit Two introduces a more explicit engagement with the study of the socio-historical context itself. In Unit Two, students also investigate the influence classical works have had on modern culture.
Alex Louie – In Unit Two, Area of Study One, students consider the use and representation of myths in the everyday life of people living in ancient Greece or ancient Rome.
Satu O'Neill - By connecting the stories and figures present in myths with the religion and society of these classical cultures, students understand that these myths had immense cultural significance. For example, students might investigate the connections between the goddess Athena, the city of Athens, and the religious and civic importance of the Athenian Acropolis. In Area of Study One, students also investigate how myths, ideas, and beliefs were communicated in the classical world. For instance, they might study sites associated with religious practises or festivals, alongside a written work that has a connection to that site or depicts the festival. As students examine the representations of myths in the real world, they gain insight into the ideas and beliefs of classical societies. Students might study representations of the Oracle of Delphi, and this could be studied in conjunction with the examination of the site, or study of the Festival of Dionysus could precede study of a play that was performed at that festival.
Alex Louie – Area of Study One is assessed in Unit Two, Outcome One. On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse the representations and place of myth in classical culture, and the ideas and beliefs they convey. To achieve this outcome, the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study One, which are listed in full in the VCE Classical Studies study design. It's the teacher's role to ensure that the key knowledge and key skills form the basis of their learning activities and assessment tasks, so that students have a range of opportunities to demonstrate them. In Unit Two, Area of Study Two, expressing classical cultures, students develop a deeper understanding of classical societies based on their interpretations of evidence from classical works. They analyse the key features of the works' form, and the techniques used to present these ideas.
Satu O'Neill - In this area of study, students explore the influence the socio-historical context had on the expression of classical ideas in classical works, and what the classical works themselves can reveal about the society in which they were produced. For example, they study how classical works contain exploration of the concerns of the people of the time, such as how Athenian democratic ideals are reflected in their tragedies. Students apply knowledge they have gained of the socio-historical context to the interpretation of works, and examine the expression of classical ideas in the works they study. 
In this area of study, students also examine examples of later culture that shows the influence of a classical work or classical ideas that they have studied in Unit Two. This could be as direct as a modern adaptation of classical work, or a work containing allusions to classical work. It could be as broad as a character in a modern work who has similar traits or a similar narrative arc to a character they have studied. Students understand the significant impact that classical works and ideas have had on art, architecture, literature, film, philosophy, or science.
Alex Louie – Area of Study Two is assessed in Unit Two, Outcome Two. On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse the ways in which works present the key ideas of ancient Greece and/or Rome. To achieve this outcome, the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study Two, which are listed in full in the VCE Classical Studies study design. It's the teacher's role to ensure that the key knowledge and key skills form the basis of their learning activities and assessment tasks, so that students have a range of opportunities to demonstrate them.
Satu O'Neill - All assessment in Units One and Two is school-based, meaning that teachers set and assess each task. In order to satisfy the requirements of Unit Two, students must demonstrate both outcomes, engaging with the key knowledge and key skills of each area of study. Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the tasks outlined in the study design.
Alex Louie – As you are planning your course, we encourage you to view the other unit-specific on-demand videos available on the VCE Classical Studies page of the VCAA website, as well as the subject support materials. If you have further questions about the VCE Classical Studies study design, please contact me directly. Thank you for your interest in, and engagement with VCE Classical Studies.
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