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Unit 3: Classical expressions





Overview

• Selection of classical works for Unit 3

• Area of Study 1

• Area of Study 2

• Assessing Unit 3



Selection of classical works

• In Units 3 and 4, teachers select works to be studied from the VCE Classical 

works list published annually on the VCAA website

• Students work with translations of written works, rather than with the Classical 

Greek or Latin

• Works chosen for Units 1 and 2 may not be repeated in Units 3 or 4 (sections or 

extracts from a larger work may be studied if the same section is not repeated in 

another unit)



Area of Study 1: 

The epic tradition

• What is epic poetry?

• How does a work of epic poetry 

reflect the society that created it?

• What makes an epic hero?

• What ideas are expressed in epic 

poetry and how are they expressed?



Area of Study 2: 

Material culture
• How was a work of material culture made?

• What does a material work reveal about its 

socio-historical context? 

• What ideas, values, beliefs and cultural 

norms are conveyed by a material work?

• What artistic, compositional and 

expressive techniques are used to convey 

a material work’s ideas?



Assessment

• Use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that provide a range of 

opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills for 

each outcome

• Key knowledge and key skills should be used for the course, learning activities 

and assessment design

• Adhere to VCE assessment principles (valid, reasonable, equitable, balanced and 

efficient)



Assessing Unit 3

Satisfactory completion

• Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to 

provide students with a range of opportunities to demonstrate key knowledge and 

key skills

Level of achievement

• The student’s level of achievement is determined by School-assessed 

Coursework

• Students are required to demonstrate two outcomes, encompassing the areas of 

study





Using performance descriptors

Available on the VCAA website



Contact

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2024. Some elements in this presentation may be owned 

by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as 

permitted under the Copyright Act 1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

• Alex Louie

• Curriculum Manager – VCE Classical Studies

• (03) 7022 0718

• Alex.Louie@education.vic.gov.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2FFooter%2FPages%2FCopyright.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CGeoffrey.ONeill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1ef47712e59040a671f708da8739652a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637970977837698920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oa2WdhDPt0FVO1lCnMvxORnVnseWNLBK5XE3jnaZhz8%3D&reserved=0
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