Alex Louie – This video provides an overview of Unit 3 of VCE Classical Studies. My name is Alex Louie and I'm the Curriculum Manager for Classical Studies at the VCAA, and I'm joined by expert Classical Studies teacher, Satu O'Neill.
Satu O’Neill - In this video, we will discuss the two different areas of study in Unit 3, including the outcomes and assessment. For further detail about the overarching concerns and key terms in the VCE Classical Studies study design, we encourage you to begin by watching the introductory on-demand video in this series.
Alex Louie – Teachers must select the works to be studied in Unit 3 from the prescribed VCE Classical Studies works list, which is published annually on the Classical Studies page of the VCAA website.
Satu O’Neill - In Area of Study 1, teachers will choose between a book from either Homer's "Iliad" or Virgil's "Aeneid." This means that teachers will need to ensure that they do not use the same exact book from these epics in Units 1 and 2. However, they may use a different book from the same work.
Alex Louie – In Area of Study 2, teachers will choose between a Greek or Roman material culture option. This could be a single work, like a building, or a collection of works of a particular form, such as sculptures or other artworks, for example, frescoes or mosaics. In Unit 3, Area of Study 1, students closely analyse and construct arguments about a prescribed section of an epic poem. In this case, an extract from either "The Iliad" or "The Aeneid."
Satu O’Neill - Through their study, students develop an understanding of and appreciation for the unique form of epic poetry, one of the most enduring ancient forms. The works attributed to Homer are among the earliest extent of the Greek epic poems. His "Iliad" explores the tensions and drama towards the end of the Trojan War. Virgil's epic poem, "The Aeneid," written in early Imperial Rome, follows the wandering of the exiled Trojans, the losing side in that legendary conflict, and their establishment of a new home in Italy, the eventual site of Rome. 
Understanding of Homer's socio-historical context entails situating the work in the context of its production within an oral culture in the Greek archaic period. Students consider the broad social and political structures of early archaic Greece and the changing nature of the Greek world as its city states transformed and expanded through colonisation. They consider what is known about the religion and customs of this period and the ideals and values that are conveyed by "The Iliad." Much of Virgil's life was lived against a backdrop of intense political unrest, culminating in the effective end of the Roman Republic. Unlike "The Iliad," we can be certain of the authorship and dating of "The Aeneid," so students should be able to refer with specificity to relevant people, events, and conditions at the time of the work's creation. 
In this area of study, students consider the values and ideals that are represented in classical works. They also consider how ideas are expressed in their prescribed work. This includes analysis of descriptive techniques such as similes, epithets, and formulae and narrative and structural techniques such as narrative prose and direct speech, including dramatic dialogue and speeches. Techniques can include any method of the original author that is seen in English translation. Students do not need to know about the original language or metre, nor do they need to comment on the features of translations such as punctuation or alliteration.
Alex Louie – In Unit 3, Area of Study 2, students closely analyse examples of material culture, meaning the visual or tangible remains of ancient Greek or Roman culture. The teacher will choose one from a Greek or Roman option from the prescribed works list.
Satu O’Neill - In this area of study, students explore the artistic techniques employed in a work and the methods of its construction, while also developing insight into how the material work is an expression of the classical society's culture and ideas. This gives students a sense of place and history and an understanding of the artist or producer's purpose in creating the work studied. 
By investigating the socio-historical context of the creation and the use of a material work, students develop their understanding of the ideas, values, beliefs, and cultural norms being conveyed. An understanding of the techniques used to convey a material work's ideas is critical to this outcome. For the purposes of the study design, techniques have been categorised into construction methods, compositional techniques, and expressive techniques. The meaning of these terms and some examples can be found on pages 16 and 31 of the Classical Studies study design.
Alex Louie – When developing school-based assessment for Classical Studies, it's important that teachers use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks so that students have a range of opportunities to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills required in each outcome. These same key knowledge and key skills should be used by teachers when designing the course, learning activities, and assessment. To ensure assessment tasks enable judgments to be made about the demonstration of the outcomes and levels of achievement fairly, in a balanced way and without adverse effects on the curriculum or for the education system, a set of assessment principles must be adhered to when designing and implementing school-assessed coursework or SAC tasks. 
The VCE assessment principles state that tasks must be valid, reasonable, equitable, balanced, and efficient. For validity of the task and equity for all students across the state, teachers must ensure that each SAC task is entirely unique and not available in the public domain. Therefore, the use of commercial products or publicly available past examination or sample questions must be confined to use as practise tasks. They cannot form the basis of the development of the task. This includes cutting and pasting questions from different tasks together, rearranging the order of questions, or simply switching out one element of a question.
Satu O’Neill - In Unit 3, satisfactory completion is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. It is important that teachers use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide students with a range of opportunities to demonstrate key knowledge and skills. The student's level of achievement is determined by school-assessed coursework. Students are required to demonstrate two outcomes, encompassing Area of Study 1, The Epic Tradition, and Area of Study 2, Material Culture.
Alex Louie – Unit 3's school-assessed coursework contributes to 25% of the study score for Classical Studies. On this slide, you can see the breakdown of marks allocated for each outcome in Unit 3. Outcome 1 assesses Area of Study 1, the Epic Tradition, and Outcome 2 assesses Area of Study 2, Material Culture. For each outcome, teachers can choose one or more assessment task, provided they they're within the marks allocated, and that at least two are from the list shown on the screen. 
VCAA performance descriptors for each outcome in Units 3 and 4 are available on the Classical Studies page. When designing assessment, teachers may select from the performance descriptors and apply them to individual assessment tasks where appropriate. The task design may not provide the opportunities for students to demonstrate each skill at all levels and/or the full range of the skill, so some modification and selection of specific performance descriptors is appropriate.
Satu O’Neill - To give an example, in Unit 3, Outcome 1, where students are required to analyse the key ideas and techniques in a prescribed work of epic poetry and explain its relationship to its socio-historical context, if the task requires students to respond to an unseen extract from the epic and develop an extended response, rather than using the entire performance descriptor for the outcome, which contains six skills and five levels of performance for each, the teacher can choose those most appropriate for the designed assessment task. 
In this case, the students are studying a single text, so the skill of comparison is not being directly assessed in this assessment, but rather as being indirectly assessed in the students' evaluation of significance. Therefore, the teacher may focus on explicitly assessing only some of the key skills from the Unit 3, Outcome 1 performance descriptors.
Alex Louie – As you are planning your course, we encourage you to view the other unit specific on-demand videos available on the VCE Classical Studies page of the VCAA website, as well as the subject support materials. If you have further questions about the VCE Classical Studies study design, please contact me directly. Thank you for your interest in and engagement with VCE Classical Studies.
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