Alex Louie – This video provides an overview of Unit 4 of VCE Classical Studies. My name is Alex Louie, and I'm the Curriculum Manager for Classical Studies at the VCAA, and I'm joined by expert classical studies teacher Satu O'Neill.
Satu O’Neill - In this video, we will discuss the two different areas of study in Unit 4, including the outcomes and assessment. For further detail about the overarching concerns and key terms in the VCE Classical Studies study design, we encourage you to begin by watching the introductory on-demand video in this series.
Alex Louie – Teachers must select the work to be studied in Unit 4 from the prescribed VCE Classical Studies works list, which is published annually on the Classical Studies page of the VCAA website. As with all other units, students work with the English translations of written works rather than with the classical Greek or Latin. When planning the course and selecting works, it is important that teachers remember that works chosen for Units 1 and 2 cannot be repeated in Units 3 or 4.
Satu O’Neill - For Area of Study 1, teachers will choose one of four bundles of short written works and individual material works. The works in each bundle reflect different aspects of a concern of the classical world, and they're studied thematically as a reflection of the concern. One of the works in each bundle will also be one of a pair of written works that are compared in Area of Study 2: Classical Comparisons. Having initially engaged with this work as an expression of a classical concern, students will then analyse it in greater detail and compare it with the other work.
Alex Louie – This diagram shows the relationship between a bundle of prescribed works for Area of Study 1 and the works for comparison in Area of Study 2. Here, Work 1 of Area of Study 1 becomes the first in the pair for Area of Study 2. For example, depending on the year's prescribed works list, if students study Plato's "Apology" as Work 1 in Area of Study 1, they will go on to compare the "Apology" with a prescribed comparative work in Area of Study 2, such as a Greek tragedy. 
Because the range of works available for study in the bundles for Area of Study 1 include short written works and material culture, there is no set number of works per bundle. In the "Terms used in this study" part of the Study Design, page 14 defines classical concerns as matters that preoccupied the producers of classical works across a range of times and genres. Teachers will choose one of the classical concerns: from classical identities, war and warfare, or power and authority.
Satu O’Neill - Depending on the works prescribed, classical identities could include concepts such as masculine and feminine identities; Greek, Roman, or barbarian, other identities; or the identity and values of Greece or Rome at a particular point in time. The classical concern of war and warfare could include depictions of wars and battles, representations of how war was waged, and expressions of different attitudes to and perspectives on war and warfare. It could include factual and mythical representations of warriors and of conduct in war. Work studied in power and authority might include concepts such as the authority of religion and the power of the gods or fate, relations between groups within society, ideas of good or bad government, or it could include representations of how power and authority are wielded and the systems of power as represented by the work. 
In Area of Study 1, students consider the relationship between their classical concern and the socio-historical context of the works they study. For instance, if the concern selected is war and warfare, students might investigate the conflicts at the time of each work's production and the impact on the people who would have used or engaged with the work. For power and authority, they would form an understanding of the power system or person in place at the time of the works creation. Using knowledge of the context, creators, and form of the works and examining the works themselves, students explore and compare different expressions of the classical concern, making judgments about the works perspective on the concern, and the place of the concern in classical culture. 
By engaging with various written and material works on the prescribed classical works list, students are encouraged to view all works as products of their time and the works themselves as expressions of the socio-historical context. They develop an insight into the mindset and worldview of the ancient Greeks or Romans at the time of each works creation. Given the variation in genres, forms, and context in each bundle of prescribed works for each classical concern, students develop a rich understanding of classical culture.
Alex Louie – As the name suggests, in Area of Study 2: Classical Comparisons, students analyse and compare two written classical works, comparing the treatment of key ideas and techniques and the features and contexts of each work. Students should apply knowledge they gained of the classical concern in Area of Study 1, and if relevant, they can compare the classical concern if it appears in both works. But it's important that students engage in broader study of the ideas in the work they previously encountered.
Satu O’Neill - In this area of study, students consider the way that classical works are influenced by their differing socio-historical context, and it is important that they focus on the likely intention of the author in relation to how their audience would have perceived the works. Students are not required to consider how a modern audience might interpret the works, so it is key that students have a deep understanding of each work's socio-historical context. Students form this understanding by examining the broader events and features of the society in which the work was produced and considering how these impact the author's purpose and the ideas expressed. 
Positioning the works in relation to the ideas and values of their time, place, and cultural conditions is critical in not only developing students' understanding of each work, but also in making meaningful comparisons. As students read and analyse their prescribed works, they will consider the key ideas that are present both in the individual works and across both. As part of their analysis, they will explore the range of techniques used to convey these ideas. This will include the distinguishing features of the genre of each work and how the underlying purpose of each informs the creative choices the authors make in presenting ideas. By comparing ideas and techniques, students develop a deeper understanding of the classical works they study.
Alex Louie – When developing school-based assessment for classical studies, it's important that teachers use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks so that students have a range of opportunities to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills required in each outcome. These same key knowledge and key skills should be used by teachers when designing the course, learning activities, and assessment. 
To ensure assessment tasks enable judgments to be made about the demonstration of the outcomes and levels of achievement fairly, in a balanced way and without adverse effects on the curriculum or for the education system, a set of assessment principles must be adhered to when designing and implementing School-assessed Coursework, or SAC, tasks. The VCE assessment principles state that tasks must be valid, reasonable, equitable, balanced, and efficient. For validity of the task and equity for all students across the state, teachers must ensure that each SAC task is entirely unique and not available in the public domain. Therefore, the use of commercial products or publicly available past examination or sample questions can only be used as practise tasks.
Satu O’Neill - In Unit 4, satisfactory completion is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. It is important that teachers use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide students with a range of opportunities to demonstrate key knowledge and key skills. The student's level of achievement is determined by School-assessed Coursework. Students are required to demonstrate two outcomes encompassing Area of Study 1: Classical Concerns and Area of Study 2: Classical Comparisons. Teachers assess using the published performance descriptors. These can be modified to suit the task as outlined in the Unit 3 on-demand video.
Alex Louie – Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework contributes to 25% of the study score for Classical Studies. On this slide, you can see the breakdown of marks allocated for each outcome in Unit 4. Outcome 1 assesses Area of Study 1: Classical Concerns. On completion of this unit, the student should be able to analyse and evaluate expressions of a classical concern and explain its significance in classical culture. Outcome 2 assesses Area of Study 2: Classical Comparisons. On completion of this unit, the student should be able to compare and evaluate the key ideas and the techniques in two classical works and evaluate the relationships between these works and their socio-historical context. As you can see, teachers can select from a range of assessment task types for each outcome, provided they are not repeated across Outcome 1 and Outcome 2. As you are planning your course, we encourage you to view the other units specific on-demand videos available on the VCE Classical Studies page of the VCAA website, as well as the subject's support materials. 
If you have further questions about the VCE Classical Studies study design, please contact me directly. Thank you for your interest in and engagement with VCE Classical Studies.
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