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Purpose of this session

• Update of Digital Technologies in Victoria in 2024–2025

• Discuss the development of the new study design 

• Look at the VCE Applied Computing Study Design (2025–2028) 

• Questions 



Digital Technologies

2024–2025 Update 



1. VCE Applied Computing

• Reviewed in 2023.

• Published in early March 2024.

• Developed alongside:

̶ Victorian Curriculum F–10 Digital 

Technologies curriculum Version 2.0

̶ Victorian Curriculum F–10 Digital Literacy 

Foundational skill.

• Development of resources has commenced.



2. F–10 – Digital Technologies

• Revised in 2023.

• To be published in mid-2024.

• ACARA’s Version 9.0 was adopted and adapted.

• Leads into VCE Applied Computing.

• Progression from F–10 to 11–12.

• Development of resources has commenced.



3. F–10 – Digital Literacy

• Revised in 2023.

• To be published in 2024.

• ACARA’s Version 9.0 of the Digital Literacy 

capability was adopted and adapted.

• This will be known as a Foundational skill along 

with Literacy and Numeracy.

• Minor adaption to meet the needs of Victoria.



4. F–10 – Timelines for implementation



5. Algorithmics (HESS)

• To be reviewed in 2025.

• The current study design commenced in schools 

in 2023.

• Monitoring has commenced and is currently 

taking place across this year.



VCE Applied Computing

Developing the study design 



Development timeline

2019

• Draft VCE Applied Computing Study Design (2020–2023) is published – Implementation 

• Monitoring for next study design commences

2020

• First year in schools for VCE Applied Computing Study Design (2020–2023)

• COVID-19 – Accreditation extended (2020–2024) – Monitoring for next study design

2021

• Second year in schools for VCE Applied Computing Study Design (2020–2024)

• COVID-19 – Monitoring for next study design

2022

• Third year in schools for VCE Applied Computing Study Design (2020–2024)

• Monitoring for next study design and planning for review in 2023

2023

• Fourth year in schools for VCE Applied Computing Study Design (2020–2024)

• Review of next VCE Applied Computing Study Design



Monitoring leading to Review

• Feedback from teachers over the years

• School-based Assessment Audit data

• Enrolment data and trends

• Interviews with key stakeholders involved in writing examinations, 

assessing examinations, state reviewers and teachers

• Monitoring questionnaire to teachers in 2022

• Benchmarking and research



Review

Monitoring indicated the following directions to be considered:

• improve the clarity of the key knowledge – ‘such as’ and ‘including’

• improve the clarity of assessment tasks – Units 1&2 and Units 3&4 SACs

• update and refresh the content of the study design

• future proof the study design for emerging technologies/AI, etc

• investigate workload issues in Units 1–4.

F–10 Digital Technologies was revised at the same time in parallel with VCE

• F–10 – Developed as a progression towards VCE Applied Computing.



Changes made to the study design

• Layout: 

– Terms used

– PSM Specs

– key knowledge

– assessment tasks 

• Key knowledge:

– more use of ‘such as’ and 

‘including’

• Improved clarity of assessment 

tasks: 

– Units 1 and 2

– Units 3 and 4 SACs

• Refreshing of content across all 

outcomes and units

• Introduced new frameworks and 

specified sections of key 

legislation



Working towards the final draft



VCE Applied Computing

A look at the study design 



Terms used in this study



Problem-solving methodology



Key knowledge – Unit 1



Key knowledge – Units 3 and 4



Assessment tasks – Unit 1



Assessment tasks – Unit 2



Assessment tasks – DA U3 O1 SAC



Assessment tasks – DA U4 O2 SAC



Assessment tasks – DA SAT



Assessment tasks – SD U3 O1 SAC



Assessment tasks – SD U4 O2 SAC



Assessment tasks – SD SAT



Major changes to U1&2 AC

Unit 1

• Outcome 1: 

̶ SQL

̶ Updated assessment tasks

• Outcome 2: 

̶ Emerging trends

̶ OOP

̶ Removal of project management

̶ Updated assessment tasks

Unit 2

• Outcome 1:

̶ UN Sustainable Development Goals

̶ AI

̶ Frameworks 

̶ Updated assessment tasks

• Outcome 2:

̶ Cyber security incident

̶ Emerging trends/AI

̶ Cryptography

̶ Frameworks

̶ Updated assessment tasks



Major changes to U3&4 DA

Unit 3

• Outcome 1: 

̶ Emerging trends

̶ SQL

̶ Statistical analysis

̶ Updated assessment task (SAC)

• Outcome 2: 

̶ Ideation techniques

̶ Updated assessment task (SAT)

Unit 4

• Outcome 1: 

̶ Statistical analysis

̶ Updated assessment task (SAT)

• Outcome 2: 

̶ Emerging trends

̶ Cryptography

̶ Updated assessment task (SAC)



Major changes to U3&4 SD

Unit 3

• Outcome 1:

̶ Emerging trends

̶ OOP

̶ Errors

̶ Updated assessment task (SAC)

• Outcome 2:

̶ Brief

̶ OOP

̶ File management 

̶ Ideation techniques

̶ Updated assessment task (SAT)

Unit 4

• Outcome 1:

̶ Innovative approaches to software 

development

̶ Alpha and beta testing

̶ Updated assessment task (SAT)

• Outcome 2:

̶ Threat modelling principles

̶ Frameworks

̶ Updated assessment task (SAC)



Next steps – Towards 2025

Things we are developing to support VCE Applied Computing in 2025:

• Support material (formally Advice for teachers)

• Performance descriptors

• Administrative information for School-based Assessment (SAT Criteria)

• Support documentation for each unit 

• Implementation webinars and on-demand videos

• Resources for SACs and SATs ready for 2025



Contact

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2024. Some elements in this presentation may be owned 

by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as 

permitted under the Copyright Act 1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

Phil Feain

• Digital Technologies Curriculum Manager – VCAA 

• Ph: (03) 9059 5146

• Philip.Feain@education.vic.gov.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2FFooter%2FPages%2FCopyright.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CGeoffrey.ONeill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1ef47712e59040a671f708da8739652a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637970977837698920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oa2WdhDPt0FVO1lCnMvxORnVnseWNLBK5XE3jnaZhz8%3D&reserved=0


Questions
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