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Why? 

• Identifying multiple solutions to complex problems 

requires thinking across disciplines, or “connecting the 

dots” (OECD, 2018[12])

• Students can learn to identify interconnectedness 

among various concepts across disciplines. In 

education as in life, everything is interconnected (see 

the OECD Future of Education and Skills 2030 project 

background). 

• Since disciplines influence each other, it can be useful 

to present knowledge in an interconnected way, 

reflecting the complexities of the world in which we 

live

Interdisciplinary learning

Interrelationships – Assessment will 

identify the strength of the identified 

relationships

Discipline knowledge – the human 

relationships with, and the health and 

sustainable use of outdoor environments



Objectives

• What is required in Unit 4 Area of Study 3?

• What requirements and considerations should be addressed regarding primary & 

secondary data?

• How is the journal used in Unit 4 Area of Study 3?

• How does the practical element translate to the development and implementation 

of the written report? 

• What advice is there in assessing the written report?



What is required?
Unit 4 Area of Study 3

Plan and conduct an independent investigation that evaluates selected 

outdoor environments. 

Select 2 outdoor 

experiences 

Identify an 

investigative question

Select 4 key 

knowledge points

Design the written 

report & assessment 

tool

Deliver & assess the 

SAC task

Identify the 

constraints of 

delivering the written 

report (i.e. logbook)

Develop skills to 

formulate a written 

report 

Conduct the outdoor 

experiences & collect 

primary data / provide 

secondary data



Outdoor experiences  

• Students need to visit two different outdoor environments. 

• Link to planner for two outdoor experiences 

• One environment is purposely chosen to be very local –accessibility, particularly 

for absent students

• Third outdoor environment for absent students &/or as a practice written report



Investigative question & key 

knowledge point selection - example
“How have relationships changed overtime and how can we sustain outdoor 

environments into the future” 

Unit 3 

AOS 1

relationships with outdoor environments expressed by specific Indigenous peoples’ communities before and after 

European colonisation

Unit 3 

AOS 2

conservation, recreation, and economic relationships with outdoor environments

Unit 4 

AOS 1

observable characteristics to assess the health of outdoor environments, including: 

- quality of water, air and soil

- species and ecosystem biodiversity

Unit 4 

AOS 2

acts or conventions related to the management and sustainability of a specific outdoor environment, species or 

ecological community, including two of the following:

- Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 (Vic)
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Developing & teaching the written 

report
Key knowledge – What students need to know

• conventions of report communication, including appropriate structure 

(Introduction, Body and Conclusion), terminology and representations of the data 

Key skills – How students need to apply information & will be assessed 

• evaluate and report data and information, including findings and implications 



Structure of the written report
Possible detail

Introduction
• Introduce reader to investigation

• Brief statement of main findings 

• Investigation question 

• Answer it in a sentence or two 

• What 4 KK points were used to form this finding? 

Body
• Detailed evaluation of the selected 

environments supported by data (primary 

and secondary)

• Describe the outdoor environment & outdoor experience 

• Evaluate the two outdoor environments relative to each key 

knowledge point

Conclusion
• Implications (what was learnt) from the 

investigation, based on key findings 

• Were there any limitations that influenced the 

implications/findings?

• Key findings – summarised

• Recommendations based on the key findings







Conducting the outdoor experiences

• Planner 

• Third outdoor experience – absences and practice 

• Selection of the outdoor environments (one local) & 

responsibility on students



Logbook
Record of events, experiences & information in a systematic manner 

Relevant update to support materials 
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/outdoor-and-

environmentalstudies/Pages/Assessment.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/outdoor-and-environmentalstudies/Pages/Assessment.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/outdoor-and-environmentalstudies/Pages/Assessment.aspx


Logbook
Record of events, experiences & information in a systematic manner 

• Collate and document evidence of your ongoing 

investigation of the four key knowledge points and 

skills in Unit 4 Area of Study 3

• Depending on timing, top up logbooks with 

secondary data as we move through the course 



Logbook

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/outdoor-and-

environmentalstudies/Pages/TeachingandLearning.aspx



Logbook entry samples



Primary Data
• Objects and documents 

documented/recorded/written whilst on the outdoor 

experience or shortly following

• Examples of primary data 

o photographs

o hand-drawn sketches

o notes transcribed from guest speakers (or recorded 

where appropriate)

o notes from information signs in outdoor environments

o reflections from participation in outdoor experiences

o notes from observed environmental impacts.



Secondary Data

• Information that someone else has collected and made available,

• Student summaries related to key knowledge points – considerations for equity 

and authentication

• It is imperative that students reference the source and determine if the source is 

credible (DEWLP site / textbook)



Contact

© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) 2023. Some elements in this presentation may be owned 

by third parties. VCAA presentations may be reproduced in accordance with the VCAA Copyright Policy, and as 

permitted under the Copyright Act 1968. VCE is a registered trademark of the VCAA.

• Chris Clark

• Curriculum Manager – Health and Physical Education

• PH: 9059 5315

• Email Address: christopher.clark2@education.vic.gov.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vcaa.vic.edu.au%2FFooter%2FPages%2FCopyright.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CGeoffrey.ONeill%40education.vic.gov.au%7C1ef47712e59040a671f708da8739652a%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637970977837698920%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Oa2WdhDPt0FVO1lCnMvxORnVnseWNLBK5XE3jnaZhz8%3D&reserved=0
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