
VCE Design and Technology: 
Using School–assessed Task 
criteria to rank students 

Dr Leanne Compton, Curriculum 
Manager  Design and Technologies

Simon Van Dillen, State Reviewer



School-assessed Task 
• The School-assessed Task (SAT) contributes 50 per cent to the study score 

and is commenced in Unit 3 and completed in Unit 4. 

• Schools provide a score against each criterion that represents an 
assessment of the student’s level of performance for Unit 3 Outcome 3 and 
Unit 4 Outcomes 2 and 3 to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA).



School-assessed Task 
• The scores must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the student’s 

performance according to the mandated criteria in the VCE Product Design 
and Technology: Administrative information for School-based Assessment.

• The VCE Product Design and Technology: Administrative information for 
School-based Assessment is updated annually.

• This school-based assessment is subject to the VCAA’s statistical 
moderation process. 



Recording Assessment 
• The VCE Product Design and 

Technology: Administrative 
information for School-based 
Assessment contains the 
assessment sheet.

• This assessment sheet must be used 
by teachers to record the students’ 
SAT scores. 

• The completed assessment sheet 
must be made available on request 
by the VCAA.



Ranking students 
• School-based assessment include both School-assessed 

coursework and School-assessed Tasks.
• These school-based assessment scores are used to rank each 

student within their school cohort.  
• It is this ranking that is statistical moderated against the external 

assessment, which determines a student’s study score. 
• Students may be ranked differently according to different school-

based assessment. 
• It is important to rank students fairly.



Using the School-assessed Task assessment criteria 

• Important to know command terms listed 
in descriptors 

‒ depicts 
‒ identify 
‒ outline 
‒ describe 
‒ explain 
‒ assess 
‒ Justify

• Understand relationship to key skills 
being assessed

• Enables teacher to rank student cohort



Using the School-assessed Task assessment criteria 

• Key words listed in descriptors
‒ Independently 
‒ With support 

• Enables teacher to rank student cohort 
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SAT Q&A webinar 
• A Q&A webinar related to the SAT will be held in Term 1. 

Refer to the VCAA February Bulletin for details of the 
date and how to register.

• Any questions, information or clarification you would 
like to be covered during this webinar,  please email to 
Leanne Compton leanne.compton@education.vic.gov.au
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