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Literacy in the Early Years (F-2) – Buried Treasure: Literacy Learning Progressions

Slide 1: Introduction

Hello everyone my name is Julianne Wilson and I am a VCAA Specialist Teacher with the Literacy team.

Welcome to this online, on demand professional learning session. This module is part of a series titled Buried Treasure. The Buried Treasure series provides a guide to unearthing and using a range of valuable English resources designed to assist teachers with planning, teaching and assessing Reading and Viewing, Writing and Speaking and Listening.

In this module we will explore the Literacy Learning Progressions.

Slide 2 – 4: What are they? 

Let’s begin with ‘What are they?’

The Literacy Learning Progressions are a set of comprehensive documents that unpack the small, developmental steps that students’ progress through to gain key literacy skills and understandings.

As you can see by the menu on your screen, there are documents for a range of elements of Reading and Viewing, Writing and Speaking and Listening nodes. Each document on this menu can be downloaded and printed in A3 format.

The Literacy Learning Progressions Map indicates the skills and understandings that are unpacked in each document and the curriculum span that each document covers.

As this example from one of the Speaking and Listening documents illustrates, the Literacy Learning Progressions provide teachers with an indication of what they will observe in student work or behaviour as students develop their Literacy skills and understandings.

Slide 5: Where are they? 

So of course your next question will be ‘Where do I find them?’
You can access the Literacy Learning Progressions by typing in the link you see on your screen. Alternatively, you can follow the trail outlined by the diagram.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/foundation10/viccurriculum/literacy/intro.aspx
Slide 6 – 9: How can they help me? 

For busy teachers, the most important question to answer is ‘How will they help me?’

There are many applications for the Literacy Learning Progressions and we will explore a few of those now.

Firstly we will look at their use for unpacking achievement. As you know, the Victorian Curriculum achievement standards represent the developmental progress that students typically make after each level of learning. The LLPs provide teachers with some observable indicators of what student work and/or behaviour will look like as they develop towards achievement standards.

The LLPs are also enormously beneficial when we are reporting on students who have progressed beyond one AS but have not yet reached the next. This is particularly common when writing half year reports. The LLPs can assist teachers to determine how far beyond one AS, and towards the next a student currently is in relation to the content they have taught.

We are all aware of the benefits of developing assessment documents that aid consistent teacher judgements of student work. The LLP can help us step out the levels of sophistication with which our students can demonstrate particular skills and understandings. The succinct terminology in the LLPs is an excellent guide to developing assessment documents with limited room for interpretation, which is, of course, the key to consistency.
Finally we will look at how the LLPS can be utilised for writing IEPs for your students. For our students who need additional time and practise to reach a particular AS, the LLPs provide us with smaller developmental increments on which to base their term by term goals. When writing IEPs for students who require extension, the LLPS can assist us to look at development in greater detail and to determine whether lateral, in-depth extension or vertical extension is more appropriate for the student.

Slide 10: Literacy Learning Progressions
Having seen the many applications of these documents I am sure you are very impatient to print them off and start using them. But before you do, please take the time to read the introductory information that accompanies them to increase your own understanding of how they work within the curriculum.

Slide 11: Thank you 
Thank you for tuning in to this on demand module. I will look forward to working with you again to unearth and explore other examples of buried treasure. Until then, happy teaching.
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