
RHYTHM
the  o rgan isa t ion  o f  sound 
and s i l ence  us ing  bea t , 
met re  and  tempo

BEAT
the  regu la r  under l y ing
pu lse  o f  a  p iece  o f  
mus ic , l i ke  a  hear tbea t

METRE
the  o rgan isa t ion  o f  bea ts  
in to  g roups ;  o f ten  the  
accent ing  o f  the  bea t  
de te rmines  the  met re

TEMPO
the  speed o f  a  
p iece  o f  mus ic
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FORM  &
STRUCTURE

the  p lan  o r  des ign  o f  a  p iece  o f  mus ic , 
inc lud ing  the  o rder  o f  ideas  in  the  p iece

REPETITION
what  i s  the  same

VARIATION
what  i s  d i f fe ren t

binary (AB)

ternary (ABA)

rondo 
(ABACA)

arch (ABCBA)

sonata form (exposit ion, 
development, recapitulat ion)

12-bar blues (structured 
around chords I ,  IV and V)

song forms (often contain intro, 
verses, choruses, br idge and outro)
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MELODY
hor i zon ta l  o rgan isa t ion  o f  p i t ch

HARMONY
ver t i ca l  o rgan isa t ion  o f  p i t ch

P ITCH
the  re la t i ve  
h ighness  o r  l owness  
o f  sound

CHORD
dif ferent pitches played 
at the same t ime

ACCOMPANIMENT
suppor ts  the  me lody  by  us ing  no tes  
f rom chords

conjunct melody 
(pitches that travel  easi ly 

from one to the next) 

dis junct melody 
(pitches that jump around 

in a dis jointed way)
consonant harmony 
(a smooth-sounding 

combinat ion of notes)

dissonant harmony 
(a harsher 

combinat ion of notes)
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EXPRESSION
us ing  dynamics  and  a r t i cu la t ion  to  
c rea te  an  e f fec t

DYNAMICS
the  re la t i ve  vo lume 
(so f tness  o r  l oudness )
and  in tens i t y  o f  sound

fo
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p ianiss i mo pp (very soft ly )

ART ICULATION
the  a t tack , re lease  and decay

o f  sound
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etached)
legato (smo oth and connecte

d)
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tongu ing  (o n a wind instrument to  s top the airf low)bow
ing  (on a s t r inged instrument to  create a legato or sta

ccato
 p

h
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se
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T IMBRE

how tone , co lour  
o r  qua l i t y  va r y

TEXTURE
the  layers  o f  sound in  a  mus ica l  

work  and  the  re la t i onsh ip  
be tween them

how mus ica l  sounds  
a re  combined  and 
layered

the sam
e pitch played on  d i f f erent in s t ruments  can sound very di f fe

ren t

there is  a  d i f fe re n t  qual i ty  of  sou n d  in the up p er or  lo
wer re

gister  o f  a
n in

st
ru

m
en

t

br ight

sh immer ing warm
smooth

pierc ing

m
o

n
opho

n ic (un ison)
homophon ic  (melody and accompan im

e nt
)

po lyphonic (mul t ip le me lo d ies p layed s imultaneously )

the  par t i cu la r  tone , co lour  
o r  qua l i t y  o f  sounds  

(also cal led tone colour)
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