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Section C — The Gospel according to John

Part 1 — Extended responses

Instructions

» There are four questions in Part 1.

» Students must answer two questions from Questions 1 to 3.

* Question 4 is compulsory. Students must answer Question 4.

* In the Answer Book indicate which questions you are responding to.
» Write your responses in English.

Answer two questions from Questions 1 to 3.

Question 1 (10 marks)

Identify a Jewish pilgrimage feast presented in the Gospel according to John. Identify
its requirements and its significance to Judaism. Explain the ways in which the writer
of the Gospel according to John utilises and develops the understanding of this Jewish
pilgrimage feast for the audience of the gospel.

Question 2 (10 marks)

The Gospel according to John presents a variety of both individuals and groups
responding to the actions and teaching of Jesus. One such group is ‘the Jews’.

Define the technique of misunderstanding and explain with the use of two examples how
the evangelist uses the technique of misunderstanding through ‘the Jews’.

Question 3 (10 marks)

The evangelist responsible for the writing of the Gospel according to John often repeats
certain expressions and words. Explain the purpose of such repetition.

Describe the meaning of the terms ‘sin’ and ‘abide’ as used by the evangelist.

Answer all parts of Question 4.

Question 4 (10 marks)

Name a textual theme arising directly from the set text that was interpreted by the later
religious tradition that you have studied.

a. Outline how this textual theme developed from the original set text to the time of the
later religious tradition. 3 marks

b. Discuss the ways that the later tradition explained its interpretation of the theme, and
changes that may have occurred over time. 4 marks

c. Explain the relevance of the original sacred text to the later tradition’s understanding
of this textual theme. 3 marks
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Part 2 — Exegetical response
Instructions
» Write an exegesis on one of the following extracts.

 As part of your exegesis, you must comment on the meaning and significance of the words and
phrases in bold type in the context of the extract.

* In the Answer Book indicate which question you are responding to.
* Your response will be assessed according to the assessment criteria set out on page 23.

Question 5 (30 marks)

John 7:28-39

%Then Jesus cried out as he was teaching in the temple, “You know me, and
you know where I am from. I have not come on my own. But the one who sent
me is true, and you do not know him. 2 know him because I am from him,
and he sent me.” **Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him
because his hour had not yet come. Syet many in the crowd believed in him
and were saying, “When the Messiah comes, will he do more signs than this
man has done?”

32The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering such things about him, and the
chief priests and Pharisees sent temple police to arrest him. 33Jesus then said,
“I will be with you a little while longer, and then I am going to him who sent
me. **You will search for me, but you will not find me, and where I am, you
cannot come.” *>The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to
go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the dispersion among
the Greeks and teach the Greeks? **What does he mean by saying, ‘You will
search for me, but you will not find me’ and ‘Where I am, you cannot come’?”

370n the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one
who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s
heart shall flow rivers of living water.”” 3Now he said this about the Spirit,
which believers in him were to receive, for as yet there was no Spirit because
Jesus was not yet glorified.
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Question 6 (30 marks)

John 8:28-41

2830 Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will
realize that I am he and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things as
the Father instructed me. 2And the one who sent me is with me; he has not left
me alone, for I always do what is pleasing to him.” 39As he was saying these
things, many believed in him.

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue
in my word, you are truly my disciples, 2and you will know the truth, and
the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants
of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin. *>The slave does not have a permanent place in the household;
the son has a place there forever. 3%S0 if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed. *’I know that you are descendants of Abraham, yet you look for an
opportunity to kill me because there is no place in you for my word. 3%1 declare
what I have seen in the Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you
have heard from the Father.”

39They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you
are Abraham’s children, you would do what Abraham did, “Obut now you are
trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This
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is not what Abraham did. *' You are indeed doing what your father does.”
They said to him, “We are not illegitimate children; we have one Father,
God himself.”
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Question 7 (30 marks)

John 15:1-14

'] am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. ’He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make
it bear more fruit. >You have already been cleansed by the word that I have
spoken to you. *Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me. °I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. SWhoever does
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. It you abide in me and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.
?As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10r¢ you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. ''I have said these things to you
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
3No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
My ou are my friends if you do what [ command you.
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Part 3 — Essay

Instructions

» Write an essay on one of the following topics.

* In the Answer Book indicate which question you are responding to.

* Your response will be assessed according to the assessment criteria set out on page 23.

Question 8 (30 marks)

After the prologue, at the commencement of the main narrative of the Gospel according to
John (John 1:19-51), various titles are used as a preliminary means to identify Jesus.

Identify three of these titles within this section of the text, name the character(s) who use
each title and explain the meaning of these titles in the context in which they are used.
Discuss the gospel’'s development of each of the three titles and their significance for the
Johannine community.

Question 9 (30 marks)

Much of the opposition that Jesus meets in his public ministry centres around claims of his
relationship to his Father. These claims often lead to attempts to arrest Jesus.

On what basis do the opponents of Jesus reject him? Using the passages for special study
and the wider gospel, discuss the claims made about Jesus and his relationship with his
Father, and the reasons given for opposition to Jesus.

Question 10 (30 marks)
The Gospel according to John is a call to discipleship.

Discuss the requirements of discipleship, using examples from the passages for special
study. Identify the reasons why such a call to discipleship was necessary.
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End of Section C
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Section D — The Quran

Part 1 — Extended responses

Instructions

» There are four questions in Part 1.

» Students must answer two questions from Questions 1 to 3.

* Question 4 is compulsory. Students must answer Question 4.

* In the Answer Book indicate which questions you are responding to.
* Write your responses in English.

Answer two questions from Questions 1 to 3.

Question 1 (10 marks)
The Qur’an talks about N(Oh and his son in the Surah HGd.
Who is NGh?

Explain the teaching purpose of his story. Discuss the consequences for followers of
rejecting the call to believe.

Question 2 (10 marks)

Describe the night journey (Al-Isr@’) talked of in Surah 17. Identify and explain the
significance of the two grand mosques mentioned in the first verse of this Surah.

Question 3 (10 marks)

Outline Islamic teaching on the theme of charitable acts. Explain the importance of the
theme of charitable acts to the original audience of the Qur’an. lllustrate your response
with examples from the set texts.
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Answer all parts of Question 4.

Question 4 (10 marks)
Name a textual theme arising directly from the set text that was interpreted by the later
religious tradition that you have studied.
a. Outline how this textual theme developed from the original set text to the time of the
later religious tradition. 3 marks

b. Discuss the ways that the later tradition explained its interpretation of the theme, and
changes that may have occurred over time. 4 marks

c. Explain the relevance of the original sacred text to the later tradition’s understanding
of this textual theme. 3 marks
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Part 2 — Exegetical response
Instructions
» Write an exegesis on one of the following extracts.

» As part of your exegesis, you must comment on the meaning and significance of the words and
phrases in bold type in the context of the extract.

* In the Answer Book indicate which question you are responding to.
* Your response will be assessed according to the assessment criteria set out on page 23.

Question 5 (30 marks)
Surah 2:280-282

If the debtor is in a difficulty, grant him time till it is easy for him to repay;
but if you waive the sum by way of charity, it will be better for you, if you
understand it.**” Fear the Day when you shall all return to Allah; when every
one shall be paid in full what they have earned and none shall be dealt with
unjusﬂy.281

O believers! When you deal with each other in lending for a fixed period
of time, put it in writing. Let a scribe write it down with justice between
the parties. The scribe, who is given the gift of literacy by Allah, should not
refuse to write; he is under obligation to write. Let him who incurs the liability
(debtor) dictate, fearing Allah his Rabb and not diminishing anything from
the settlement. If the borrower is mentally unsound or weak or is unable to
dictate himself, let the guardian of his interests dictate for him with justice.
Let two witnesses from among you bear witness to all such documents, if two
men cannot be found, then one man and two women of your choice should
bear witness, so that if one of the women forgets anything the other may remind
her. The witnesses must not refuse when they are called upon to do so. You
must not be averse to writing (your contract) for a future period, whether it
is a small matter or big. This action is more just for you in the sight of Allah,
because it establishes stronger evidence and is the best way to remove all
doubts; but if it is a common commercial transaction concluded on the spot
among yourselves, there is no blame on you if you do not put it in writing.
You should have witnesses when you make commercial transactions. Let no
harm be done to the scribe or witnesses; and if you do so, you shall be guilty of
transgression. Fear Allah; it is Allah that teaches you and Allah has knowledge

of everything.282
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Question 6 (30 marks)

Surah 17:9-18

Surely, this Qur’an guides to the Way which is perfectly straight and

gives the good news to the believers who do good that they shall have a great
reward;” and at the same time it gives warnings to those who do not believe in
the hereafter, that We have prepared for them a painful punishment.10

Yet, man prays for evil, when angry, as he pray for good, and mankind
is ever hasty.11 We have made the night and the day as two signs. We
enshrouded the night with darkness and gave light to the day, to enable you to
seek the bounty of your Rabb, and that you may compute the years and count
the numbers. Thus, We have set forth all things in detail.'”> We have fastened
the destiny of every man to his own neck, and on the Day of Resurrection We
shall bring out for him a book spread wide open,? saying: “Read your book of
deeds. Today you yourself are sufficient to take your own account.”'

He that seeks guidance, that guidance shall be for his own soul, but he
that goes astray does so to his own loss. No bearer shall bear the burden of
another on the Day of Judgment. And during your worldly life, We do not
inflict punishment until We send forth a Rasool to make truth distinct from
falsehood.15 Whenever We have intended to destroy a town, it was because
We sent Our commandments to its people who were leading easy lives but they
showed disobedience; as a result Our Judgment was passed, and We razed that
city to the ground.16 How many generations have We destroyed since Niih’s
time? Sufficient is your Rabb to note and see the sins of His servants.'”
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He that desires the transitory things of this life, We readily grant him such
things as We please to whomsoever We want, then We condemn him to hell,
where he will burn, blameworthy and rej ected.'®
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Question 7 (30 marks)

Surah 17:71-81

Just imagine the scene of that Day when We shall call every community with
their respective Imams (/eaders): then those who will be given their ‘book
of deeds’ in their right hand will read it with pleasure and they will not be
wronged in the least.”! But those who have played blind (¢o the Truth) in this
world will be blind in the hereafter, and go even further astray from the Way
to Salvation.”

O Muhammad! These people have tried to entice you from Our revelations,
hoping that you might fabricate something in Our name. Had you done that,
they would have made you their friend.”> Had We not strengthened your faith,
you might have made some compromise with them.”® In such a case We would
have given you double punishment in this life and in the life hereafter. Then
you would have found no helper against Our wrath.” They almost scared you
off the land in order to expel you from it. If they do so, they will not be able to
stay here much longer after you.76 This has always been Our Sunnah (course of
action) with regards to those Rasools whom We sent before you, and you will
find no change in Our Sunnah (course of action).77

Establish Salah from the decline of the sun till the darkness of the night
(Zuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib and ‘Isha) and read the Qur’an at Fajr (dawn); for
the reading the Qur’an at Fajr is witnessed (by the angels).78 During a part
of the night, pray Tahajjud with this Qur’an, an additional prayer for you
(O Muhammad), that your Rabb may exalt you to ‘Magaman Mahmida’
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(a station of great glory).79 And say: “O my Rabb! Make my entrance (7o
the city of Al-Madinah), the entrance with truth and make my exit (from the
city of Makkah), the exit with truth and grant me a supporting authority from

f_”80
b

Yoursel and declare, “The Truth has come and falsehood has vanished, for

falsehood by its nature is bound to perish.”81
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Part 3 — Essay

Instructions

» Write an essay on one of the following topics.

* In the Answer Book indicate which question you are responding to.

* Your response will be assessed according to the assessment criteria set out on page 23.

Question 8 (30 marks)
In the Qur’an, duties to parents have been presented as a pillar next to loyalty to God.

Discuss the duties of a Muslim to parents as presented in the Qur’an. Support your answer with
examples from three surahs you have studied this year.

Question 9 (30 marks)
Ayatul Kursi [Surah Al-Baqgarah (2:255)] is referred to in the Hadith as the greatest verse in the Qur’an.

Discuss the status, key features and spiritual significance of Ayatul Kursi to the life of a Muslim. Explain
the relationship of these features to the themes of belief in monotheism (Tawhid) and the nature of God.

Question 10 (30 marks)
Discuss and explain the meaning of each stage of the Hajj (the Muslim annual pilgrimage).

In your answer, comment on the significance of the Hajj to the faith and practice of a Muslim. Support
your answer with references from the surahs you have studied this year.

End of Section D
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Assessment criteria for Parts 2 and 3

The exegetical response in Part 2 of Sections A, B, C and D will be assessed against the
following criteria:

» explanation of the sociocultural and/or historical contexts, as appropriate, and the
literary context of the extract

» understanding of the literary forms and/or techniques (their purpose, effect and
significance within the extract)

» explanation of the major ideas and themes evident in the extract and discussion of their
significance for the original audience

» use of the words and/or phrases in bold type to inform exegetical discussion within the
context of the extract

+ overall use of exegetical methods, including use of appropriate terminology and scholarship
The essay in Part 3 of Sections A, B, C and D will be assessed against the following criteria:
 discussion, understanding and/or interpretation of the relevance of the purposes,

themes, literary aspects and/or individuals to the original audience
+ understanding of the ways in which the social, cultural, religious and political conditions

and historical context influenced the formation of the set text and/or the set themes

* management of the topic, using various terms, concepts and parts of the topic to support
a discussion and/or interpretation that is relevant to the topic

« selection and use of textual detail and evidence relevant to the discussion and/or
interpretation of the topic

+ use of relevant current scholarly opinion and theological terminology that are appropriate
to the topic and the textual references used

End of Question Book
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