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Guidance for implementing VCE Politics	
Guidance for implementing VCE Politics
This advice is informed by the VCE Politics Study Design, teacher Support materials available on the VCE Politics study pages, insights from Units 3 and 4 School-based Assessment audits and the VCE Administrative Handbook 

[bookmark: _Hlk193361148]Understanding political stability and change ‘Political stability and change’ is one of the characteristics of VCE Politics. It is one of the key ‘thinking politically’ concepts of the study. Each characteristic of the study is detailed across pages 12-16 of the Study Design.
Broadly, political stability can have different meanings, whether it is maintaining the status quo or upholding international or regional peace and security. In terms of the characteristics of this study of political stability and change it is important to focus on how political actors are seeking to control a situation to maintain the status quo or towards some kind of change. 
The interests of political actors are important here and the actions they take to achieve those interests. As a contested space, the concept of political stability and change is subjective. Even those political actors that advocate for the status quo, political stability, may be trying to make some degree of change. It is important for students to analyse and discuss the degree of change that political actors are pursuing in their interests and how successful they are in achieving these.

Evaluating political significance
‘Evaluating political significance’ is one of the characteristics of VCE Politics. It is one of the key ‘thinking politically’ concepts of the study. Each characteristic of the study is detailed across pages 12-16 of the Study Design.
When evaluating political significance, students need to use criteria to make an evidence-based informed judgement about why something ultimately matters politically. 
Page 14 of the Study Design states: 
the evaluation of political significance encompasses the concepts of political stability and change and causes and consequences. It is central to thinking politically and political inquiry. Establishing political significance requires students to develop and use criteria to make judgments about political actors, issues or crises. To reach a judgment, students analyse political stability and change and cause and consequence, analyse competing interests and differing perspectives, evaluate the effectiveness of responses and their impacts and outcomes, and assess the degree to which the interests of political actors involved in an issue were achieved.
Therefore, as mentioned in the extract above, the criteria that students may use to support their judgment of political significance are:
· Cause
· Consequence
· Stability
· Change
· Interests
· Perspectives
· Effectiveness
· Impacts/outcomes
· Achievement of interests

Students must ensure their evaluation is based on the criteria they have chosen. For example, they might assess whether an issue has led to more change than stability or whether a crisis has had significant consequences, with some being more impactful than others.
Students are encouraged to think about the characteristic of political significance as a value that is judged and determined after different criteria are weighed up and considered. A demonstration of big picture understanding is encouraged, where students analyse and evaluate the connections and interrelationships within each Area of Study and Unit. Students should not feel limited by one criterion if there is the opportunity to explore multiple criteria to delve deeper into the political significance of states, issues and crises.

Types of political actors
‘Political actors’ is the overarching term to designate those involved in politics. Political actors engage in politics in pursuit of advancing their own interests. This requires political actors to formulate decisions and take actions while operating in political systems across different scales.
In the Unit 1 preamble of the Study Design, it states:
Political actors are individuals such as political leaders or ordinary citizens, or organisations such as parliaments or the United Nations, who have some measure of political power and/or authority and who engage in activities that can have a significant influence on decisions, policies, public discussion, media coverage and outcomes associated with a given issue. They may be local, national, regional or global. (Page 17)
Note the scale in the extract above (local, national, regional or global) where different political actors can operate.
Therefore, while all global actors are political actors not all political actors are global actors, as some political actors may be only domestic or regional in their focus and operations. 
In Unit 1, the Study Design divides political actors into two broad categories – ‘national’ and ‘global’ political actors. 
In Unit 1, Area of Study 1 Power and national political actors the Study Design describes ‘national actors’ as:
political actors within states … Domestic political actors may be formal political institutions such as the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, or groups and individuals outside the formal institutions of government. (Pages 17-18)
In Unit 1, Area of Study 2 Power and global political actors the Study Design describes ‘global actors’ as:
political actors who can move beyond and across national and regional boundaries to pursue their interests globally. This has been facilitated by the increasing interconnectedness of the world. These ‘global’ actors are predominantly states and their leaders, institutions of global governance or of regional cooperation, non-government organisations, transnational corporations of all kinds and some high-profile individuals. For the purposes of this study, global actors are defined as states, regional groupings, institutions of global governance and non-state actors. (Page 19)
Hence, the Study Design may reference ‘political actors’ in a general sense as any actor pursuing interests, engaged in politics, or be more specific and focused on an actor operating at a particular scale, for example a ‘regional’ actor. 
It is also worth noting that it is possible for a political actor to be engaged in politics across multiple scales, for example, an actor may simultaneously have domestic, regional and global reach. In fact, due to an increasing interconnectedness this is likely the case for many political actors. 
Where specificity of a scale is required, such as ‘regional’ or ‘global’, students must be able to articulate how a specific political actor is acting at that scale as relevant to the example and/or case study being investigated. For example, the person who is the Foreign Minister of Australia may act as a domestic political actor as a Member of Parliament and as a regional actor on behalf of Australia when attending a Pacific Islands Forum or as a global actor at the United Nations General Assembly.

Institutions of global governance and non-state actors
In Unit 1 Area of Study 2, the Study Design identifies global actors as:
political actors who can move beyond and across national and regional boundaries to pursue their interests globally. This has been facilitated by the increasing interconnectedness of the world. These ‘global’ actors are predominantly states and their leaders, institutions of global governance or of regional cooperation, non-government organisations, transnational corporations of all kinds and some high-profile individuals. (Page 19)
For this study, global actors are organised into four main categories:
1. States - actors who have defined territory, permanent populations, and widely recognised sovereignty. 
2. Regional Groupings - States from a particular regional location that organise themselves into a formal grouping, such as the European Union (EU), Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) or the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF).
3. Institutions of Global Governance (IGG) - Another example of an organised formal group with states as members, however, with more of a global scope. IGGs facilitate cooperation and manage relations between states, develop and enforce global rules and law, and can play a part in dispute resolution.
4. Non-State Actors (NSAs) - A broad term encompassing all other political actors who can move beyond and across national and regional boundaries to pursue their interests globally, but who do not qualify as States, Regional Groupings or IGGs. These include:
a. Transnational Corporations (TNCs)
b. Individuals 
c. Non-Government Organisations (NGOs)
d. Illegal Groups (e.g. Global Terrorist Movements and Organised Criminal Networks)
For VCE Politics, it is worth noting that institutions of global governance are categorised separately from non-state actors.

Understanding international law
For VCE Politics, international law encompasses a wide range of rules and norms that are designed to govern the actions of states in international relations, such as treaties, declarations, bilateral and multilateral agreements and even decisions made by bodies such as the United Nations Security Council.
Sources of international law include treaties, which bind members to the treaty, and customary international law that applies to all states. Judicial decisions made by international courts, such as the International Court of Justice, and legal scholarship on international law can help interpret and develop international law. 
Given the scope of international law, it is important for students to be specific about the type of international law that is their focus, for example customary international law or a multilateral agreement.

Case studies and examples for a crisis in Unit 3 Area of Study 2
The Study Design states:
Examples and case studies of the chosen crisis must be of a significant scale, affect large numbers of people and be a concern for a number of states. (Page 28)
It is acceptable to choose case studies and examples of a crisis that focus on a single state, such as a civil war or human rights abuses committed by a state against its citizens. However, the crisis must also be of concern to multiple states, meaning other states must have interests in and/or perspectives on the crisis. As highlighted in the extract, the case study must also significantly impact large numbers of people.

In the Key Knowledge of Unit 3 Area of Study 2 it states, “the responses by states, an institution of global governance and/or a regional grouping and a non-state actor to the crisis”. Is it required to examine a regional grouping?
Yes, it is required to examine a regional grouping for your crisis.

The boundaries of the Indo-Pacific
On page 32, the Study Design lists the states considered to be a part of the Indo-Pacific. For the purposes of this study, the Indo-Pacific is defined as the region ranging from the eastern Indian Ocean to the Pacific Ocean connected by Southeast Asia, including India, North Asia and the United States of America. This includes the following: Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, China, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, North Korea, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Russia, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, the United States of America, Vanuatu and Vietnam.

Regional relationships and regional standing
Regional relationships refer to the diplomatic, economic, and strategic interactions between states within a specific geographical area. Positive relationships are shaped by historical ties, cultural connections, trade agreements, security alliances, and shared regional challenges. Tensions can arise in regional relationships when states have competing or conflicting interests.
Regional standing refers to a state’s status and reputation within the region, which may be reflected in the power it holds or its reliability in maintaining order. Regional standing is not always objectively identifiable, as different states may be perceived to have varying levels of standing by distinct regional actors and groupings. Perspectives on regional standing can also be provided by regional groupings, such as APEC, or non-state actors, such as the Lowy Institute.  
Regional relationships may have a direct impact on their standing in the region. Students are encouraged to consider regional relationships to determine how a state’s standing has been enhanced or compromised. Evidence related to regional relationships can be used to draw conclusions about regional standing.
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