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VCE Politics: Unit 4 Outcome 1 Performance Descriptors	
VCE Politics Units 3 and 4: Performance descriptors 
	Politics 
School-assessed Coursework

	Performance descriptors



	DESCRIPTOR: typical performance in each range

	




Unit 4
Outcome 1 
Analyse the various sources and forms of power used by a state in the Indo-Pacific region and evaluate the extent to which it is able to achieve its national interests.











Unit 4
Outcome 1 
Analyse the various sources and forms of power used by a state in the Indo-Pacific region and evaluate the extent to which it is able to achieve its national interests.
	Characteristics of the study
	Key Skill
	Very low
	Low
	Medium
	High
	Very High

	
	Undertaking political inquiry
	Use and analyse a range of political questions to investigate how an Indo-Pacific state uses power to achieve its national interests 
	Ask relevant questions
	Ask specific, open-ended questions
	Explain questions that investigate how the Indo-Pacific state uses power to achieve its national interests
	Use questions to direct inquiry, including sub-questions that help answer a central question
	Analyse how effectively questions guide the political inquiry

	
	
	Analyse and interpret a range of sources of information on one Indo-Pacific state and its pursuit of its national interests
	Identify content of sources
	Describe content of sources
	Explain context of sources
	Explain interpretations of sources
	Analyse relationship between content, context, and purpose of sources

	
	Applying political concepts
	Analyse the power of one Indo-Pacific state
	Identify the sources and forms of power of one Indo-Pacific state
	Describe sources and forms of power of one Indo-Pacific state
	Explain the power of one Indo-Pacific state, with examples
	Analyse the sources and forms of power of one Indo-Pacific state
	Analyse the reasons for the overall power of one Indo-Pacific state

	
	Analysing causes and consequences
	Analyse the causes and consequences of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power and foreign policy instruments
	Identify a cause of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power or foreign policy instrument
	Describe causes of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power and foreign policy instruments
	Explain one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power and foreign policy instruments, with examples
	Explain the causes and consequences of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power and foreign policy instruments

	Analyse the intended/unintended causes and consequences of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power and foreign policy instruments

	
	Identifying and analysing differing political interests
	[bookmark: _Hlk106731251]Analyse the different national interests of one Indo-Pacific state 
	Identify the different national interests of one Indo-Pacific state
	Describe the different national interests of one Indo-Pacific state, with examples
	Explain the reasons for the different national interests of one Indo-Pacific state
	Compare the importance of the different national interests to the Indo-Pacific state
	Analyse the connections between the different national interests of one Indo-Pacific state

	
	Identifying and analysing differing political perspectives
	Analyse different perspectives on one Indo-Pacific state’s national interests
	Identify more than one perspective for each national interest of one Indo-Pacific state
	Describe differing perspectives for each national interest of one Indo-Pacific state, with examples
	Explain the differing perspectives for each national interest of the Indo-Pacific state, with examples
	Analyse the reasons for the differing perspectives on one Indo-Pacific state’s national interests
	Analyse the connections between perspectives across the national interests of one Indo-Pacific state

	
	Discussing political stability and change

	Discuss the extent to which one Indo-Pacific state has contributed to political stability and/or change in the region
	Identify actions of one Indo-Pacific state in the region
	Describe how the actions of one Indo-Pacific state contributed to political stability and/or change in the region
	Explain how one Indo-Pacific state has contributed to political stability and/or change in the region
	Analyse how one Indo-Pacific state has contributed to political stability and/or change in the region
	Discuss the extent of change in the region as a consequence of the actions of one Indo-Pacific state

	
	Evaluating political significance
	Evaluate the political significance of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power
	Identify the political significance of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power
	Describe the political significance of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power
	Using explicit criteria explain political significance, of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power
	Analyse the political significance of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power, using multiple sources of evidence 
	Evaluate the political significance of one Indo-Pacific state’s use of power, drawing on explicit criteria and sources

	
	Constructing reasoned and evidence-informed arguments
	Construct an argument to evaluate the significance and effectiveness of one Indo-Pacific state’s pursuit of its national interests, using evidence from sources
	Identifies accurate knowledge concerning one Indo-Pacific state’s pursuit of its national interests
	Identifies key ideas for an argument about the significance and effectiveness of one Indo-Pacific state’s pursuit of its national interests
	Uses relevant knowledge and evidence in response to a question about the significance and effectiveness of one Indo-Pacific state’s pursuit of its national interests
	Explains the relationship between key knowledge, evidence, and concepts in response to a question about the significance and effectiveness of one Indo-Pacific state’s pursuit of its national interests
	Synthesis of key knowledge, evidence, and concepts into a reasoned argument concerning the significance and effectiveness of one Indo-Pacific state’s pursuit of its national interests


KEY to marking scale based on the outcome contributing 50 marks
	Very Low 1–10
	Low 11–20
	Medium 21–30
	High 31–40
	Very High 41–50
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