Section 1 – Conversation

Liz Reeder: Section one of the VCE Collaborative Curriculum and Assessment Framework for Languages. Oral examination involves a general conversation between the student and the assessors. The conversation will focus on the student's personal world and aspects of language and culture from both a personal and community perspective. These are related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class. The assessors will not ask questions about the subtopic the student has selected for the discussion in section two. The conversation will last approximately seven minutes.

Andrew Landrigan: Throughout the conversation, each assessor will ask questions. Once a subtopic has been noted, one assessor will start the conversation with general questions such as, "How did you travel here today?” Or “What is the weather like outside at the moment?” Assessors will continue the conversation with some general questions about the student's personal world, focusing on aspects of the language and culture in Australia. Assessors will also ask the student for their opinions and ideas. For example, questions may include, what made you decide to study this language? What are some of the challenges you have experienced while studying this language? What aspects of learning this language have you found to be the most interesting?

Liz Reeder: When conversing with the assessors? Students may support their responses by reflecting on their experience with any of the prescribed topics studied in class. For example, sustaining language and culture in Australia. Topics are listed in the relevant study design. The conversation must be centered around the student's personal world and aspects of the culture in Australian society from a personal and community perspective.

Andrew Landrigan: Students are not expected to prepare or memorise information on each and every topic. In the study design, assessors should find a polite way of interrupting students who present memorised scripts and move them to a new question. For example. This is very interesting. What do you think would be a different way of approaching this idea? Students should be able to respond to unexpected questions and maintain a conversation.

Liz Reeder: Assessors should establish the student's proficiency in conversation and extend them by asking higher order questions. However, if the student finds this too challenging, assessors need to return to asking lower order questions and assess them accordingly.
Andrew Landrigan: The conversation is worth 20 marks two criteria will be used to assess the student's performance. Each criterion is worth 10 marks. Criterion one is for content and communication, and criterion two is for language.
Liz Reeder: To achieve the six to seven mark band for content and communication, the student will demonstrate a good level of understanding, communicate well with occasional hesitation and pauses. This could mean they understand all questions, respond accordingly, but may occasionally pause to think about the answer, or sometimes ask the assessor to clarify the question.
Andrew Landrigan: The next descriptor in this band describes that the student will provide a good range of information, ideas, and opinions that are generally relevant. This could mean their answers are developed but perhaps shorter than expected and may include some ideas or opinions that are not relevant.

Liz Reeder: The final descriptor in this band describes that the student will clarify or elaborate on information, ideas, and opinions some of the time. This could mean that they're not always providing sufficient details to answer questions, and occasionally lack the ability to include opinions and ideas.

Andrew Landrigan: To achieve the six to seven mark band for language, the student will use good vocabulary and structures, express meaning, and, despite errors, may at times rely on rote learned language or literal translation from English. This means that the student's vocabulary and grammatical structures are limited or at times incorrect, but they are still able to convey meaning.

Liz Reeder: The next descriptor in this band describes the student demonstrates good pronunciation, intonation, stress, and tempo with minor problems.

Andrew Landrigan: The criteria and descriptors for each VCE CACA language are published on the VCA website, on the examination specifications, past examinations and examination reports page.
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