Section 2 – Discussion

Marianne Ward: At the end of Section 1 in the VCE Collaborative Curriculum and Assessment Framework for Languages oral examination, one assessor will indicate to the student when it's time to move to Section 2, for example: “Thank you. Let's move to the next section.” The student will be required to respond to questions about their chosen subtopic. A one-minute introduction is no longer required. Therefore, the assessor should gently interrupt a student if they begin to recite a prepared script. The subtopic and the supporting visual materials must be related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class, which are related to the concepts of identity, legacy, responsibility, and sustainability.


Natalia Batova: Section two will be a discussion about a subtopic from a community and/or global perspective. The discussion will focus on information, opinion, and ideas related to aspects of the subtopic. Assessors will be looking for accurate and appropriate language structures and vocabulary related to the subtopic. The student will be expected to respond to questions on the subtopic itself and on the supporting visual material that they have brought with them. Both assessors will ask questions during the discussion.

Marianne Ward: Before the end of the eight minutes, ask the student, “Is there anything else you would like to share about your subtopic?” At the end of the eight minutes, one of the assessors will inform the student that the oral examination has concluded. The student should then leave the examination room.

Natalia Batova: The discussion is worth 20 marks. Two criteria will be used to mark the student's performance. Each criterion is worth 10 marks. Criterion one is for content and communication, and criterion two is for language. The total score for the oral examination is 40 marks.
Marianne Ward: To achieve the six-to-seven-mark band for content and communication for criterion one, a student will provide a good range of information, ideas and opinions that are relevant to the subtopic. This means that the student can provide detailed information about their selected subtopic, but they find it difficult to expand on their ideas and opinions.
Natalia Batova: The next descriptor in the band states that the student will elaborate on information and defend ideas and opinions. This means that students can sustain the discussion and can use evidence to substantiate their ideas and opinions. However, the evidence they use may not be convincing.
Marianne Ward: The next descriptor in the band states that the student will: use the image appropriately to support the discussion on the subtopic. This means that information from the image links to the subtopic, allowing the student to integrate it into their discussion.

Natalia Batova: The final descriptor states that the student will communicate information, ideas, and opinions well, but with hesitation and pauses.

Marianne Ward: To achieve the six-to-seven-mark band for language in criterion two, students will: use good vocabulary and structures, be able to express meaning despite errors, may at times rely on rote learned language or literal translation from English. This means that the range of vocabulary is adequate, and the student uses literal translations or anglicisms. The final descriptor in this mark band describes that the student will demonstrate good pronunciation, intonation, stress, and tempo with minor problems.

Natalia Batova: The criteria and descriptors for each VCAA CCAFL language are published on the VCAA website on the examination specifications, past examinations and examination reports page.
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