Key curriculum elements for oral examinations

Catherine Bryant: In this presentation, I will talk about how the VCE study designs
for CCAFL languages inform the oral examinations, in particular about grammar concepts, topics, subtopics and perspectives, the Australian focus, relevant outcomes, key knowledge and key skills viewing and the visual image, as well as other considerations from a curriculum point of view.

Let's talk about grammar first. Each CCAFL study design includes a section about grammar. Assessors of the oral examination need to be familiar with the range of grammatical structures in the relevant study design. This is the information that teachers will have used to develop students' skills in the language and to prepare students for the oral examination.

Students are expected to recognise and use the language structures and perform language functions in order to meet the objectives of the areas of study and to communicate effectively in the language. It's important to note that the grammar list in the study design doesn't include language structures that students would have learned at F to 10 level prior to commencing VCE. For more information about grammar, assessors should view the on-demand video available on each study page called ‘Grammar’.

Now, let's look at concepts and topics in the study design. The content is organised in a new way. Students apply language, skills, knowledge and understanding to content, which is organised through interrelated concepts, perspectives, and topics. The topics are drawn from the concepts, and students are encouraged to consider the topics from different perspectives. There is a detailed explanation of concepts, topics, subtopics, and perspectives in the introductory sections of the study design. Assessors should be familiar with his information.

Now let's turn our attention to subtopics. The subtopics provide the context for teaching, learning, and assessment of achievement. They allow students to consider aspects of the topics from personal, community and global perspectives. In the oral examination specifications, it states that questions in the oral examination will relate to the prescribed topics and perspectives in the study design. Each CCAFL study has its own set of subtopics. They are no longer listed in the study design. They are downloadable as a separate document from the study page.

Remember, that subtopics listed in VCAA materials are suggestions only. Teachers are encouraged to use these as a guide. Assessors must be familiar with this information because it is what teachers will be using in the classroom and to help students prepare for the oral examination.

Now, let's look at how the subtopics relate to the perspectives. There are three perspectives: personal, community, and global. Teachers are required to teach all three perspectives across units three and four. In section one of the oral examination, the specification state that the general conversation will be about the student's personal world and aspects of the language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class.

The personal perspective is when students may study the subtopic from their own perspective or that of their family or close friends. The community perspective is when the students may explore the subtopic from a school or local community perspective, or from the perspective of the local target language-speaking community.

In section two of the oral examination, the specification state that the discussion will be about a subtopic from a community and/or global perspective. The global perspective is when students study a subtopic from the perspective of people in countries around the world.

So, to summarise about the content that students learn in units three and four. Teachers are required to teach all four prescribed concepts across units three and four, identity, legacy, responsibility, and sustainability. Each concept has two prescribed topics, so there are a total of eight prescribed topics that teachers are required to teach across units three and four. Teachers make their own selections of subtopics and perspectives.

This means that importantly, assessors will not know which subtopic and which perspective a teacher chose as a way to teach each of the prescribed topics in the oral examination, assessors will need to ask students open-ended questions about the subtopics and be guided by the cues that the student gives.

For more information about concepts, topics, subtopics, and perspectives, assessors should view the on-demand video available on each study page called selecting subtopics.

Now let's touch on the Australian focus. The Australian focus is an important feature in the study design. Assessors should be aware that the students may mention aspects of language and culture in Australian society. In the oral examination, the Australian focus allows students to explore aspects of Australian society and connect with communities where the target language is spoken, explore different attitudes and values within the wider Australian community, and it also links with their experience as language learners in Australia. This is relevant to the oral examination because the specifications state that in section one, the conversation will be about the student's personal world and aspects of the language and culture in Australian society from a personal or community perspective, related to one or more of the prescribed topics studied in class.

The Australian focus is explicitly referenced in the study design in unit two, area of study three. Teachers may also identify links in subtopics they cover in other units and areas of study throughout the two-year teaching and learning program. For more guidance about the Australian focus, please view the on-demand video available on each study page called the Australian Focus.

Now, let's turn our attention to other links with the study design. In the past few minutes, I've talked about the subject matter that students learn and how these links with the oral examination.

Now let's talk about the outcomes, the key knowledge, and the key skills in the study design and how these are reflected in the oral examination. There are three areas of study in units three and four. It's worth remembering that there are no specific outcomes or tasks in units three or four that directly replicate the oral examination. There is no detailed study in the study design or in the oral examination.

For this reason, teachers may use any of the areas of study as an opportunity to prepare their students for the oral examination. Teachers will be developing students' macro skills, including their speaking skills in every area of study. However, it is area of study one where oral communication is the specific focus, so it's useful to spend a few moments looking at this more closely.

In unit three and unit four, area of study one assesses students' skills in using spoken language. As you can see in this table, in unit three, the outcome has a role-play task. In unit four, it has an oral presentation followed by a short discussion.

Assessors should be familiar with the key knowledge and key skills for these outcomes, as students will be using many of them during the oral examination. For example, exchange information, opinions, ideas, or experiences. Justify and elaborate on ideas and opinions, use appropriate register pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo, and recognise and respond to cues for turn-taking as well as non-verbal forms of communication.

In section two of the oral examination, students are required to bring supporting visual material which relates to their chosen subtopic.

Now let's touch on what the study design says about visual texts. Visual texts are defined as texts that communicate information in visual form and do not rely on verbal information to convey meaning, as stated in the examination specifications.

Section two will be a discussion that will be about a subtopic from a community and or global perspective, relate to the concepts, use supporting visual material related to one or more of the prescribed topic, studied in class, and require students to respond to questions on the subtopic and the supporting visual material that they have brought with them.

Assessors should be prepared for students to use the material in a wide range of ways to support their discussion.

For more guidance about viewing and about visual texts, please view the on-demand video available on each CCAFL study page called ‘Viewing, the Fifth Macro Skill’.

Several times throughout this presentation, I've mentioned that teachers and assessors are encouraged to review the supporting information published on the VCAA language study pages. Each CCAFL study page now has updated and expanded support resources. For each language, there is the suggested subtopics document. There is also the curriculum planning template document and the guide to selecting resources. These three documents are all language specific. There is also a series of on demand videos, which has recently been expanded to include an additional six videos. Oral examination assessors should be familiar with the support resources as this advice will have informed the teacher's planning.

Thank you for watching this video.
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