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Refer to the relevant study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Presentation
What students did well
In the 2025 NHT examination, students:
presented a very clear stance on an issue related to the chosen subtopic
This year, NHT students explored a range of innovative and relevant subtopics that aligned well with the requirements of the Study Design and examination specifications. Many of these subtopics were highly relevant to current social and cultural discussions. Examples included: 观中国电影丰富文化人生 (Watching Chinese films enriches our cultural life), 中国饮食文化促进交流 (Chinese food culture promotes cross-cultural communication and understanding), 我们应学会欣赏文学的悲剧色彩 (We should learn to appreciate the tragic elements in literature), 中国社会应支持国风流行音乐的发展 (Chinese society should support the development of Guofeng (traditional-style) pop music), 青年人应具有加法思维 (Young people should adopt ‘additive thinking’). Most students clearly articulated their position and opinions on the chosen subtopic. 
Higher-scoring presentations demonstrated greater clarity and persuasiveness and were carefully structured. In such responses, the main stance presented was supported by a well-organised argument, reinforced by clear and logical connections between ideas. This clarity reflected strong analytical thinking that enhanced the overall presentation.
communicated information, ideas and opinions very effectively
Many students communicated their ideas and opinions with clarity and impact. Several students demonstrated strong communication skills, expressing complex ideas and opinions clearly and convincingly. Their presentations were characterised by logical reasoning and a solid grasp of cultural issues, which enhanced the structure and coherence of their arguments.
presented an extensive range of highly relevant information, ideas and opinions related to the subtopic
Many students demonstrated their engagement in thorough research and preparation by drawing from a wide variety of texts. Their ability to select and incorporate relevant information from these texts supported their arguments effectively and reflected a comprehensive understanding of their chosen subtopics.
effectively used evidence from the texts studied to support their stance
In addition to clearly presenting their arguments and views, many students supported their arguments with a detailed analysis of relevant texts. Notably, students who achieved higher scores selected their texts with discernment, choosing materials that were highly relevant to their arguments. These students not only referenced their texts effectively but also conducted logical, coherent analysis that reinforced the strength of their reasoning. Their thoughtful selection and structured interpretation of textual evidence added clarity, depth and persuasiveness to their presentations.
were highly engaged with assessors 
Students frequently engaged well with assessors by using both verbal and non-verbal techniques. Through the deliberate use of language, gestures, facial expressions and varied speech patterns, they enhanced the clarity of their communication and built a stronger rapport with their audience.
used sophisticated vocabulary and grammatical structures accurately and appropriately
Many students exhibited a strong command of language, using advanced vocabulary and complex grammatical structures with accuracy and appropriateness. Their confident use of sophisticated language highlighted not only their thorough preparation but also a refined ability to express ideas precisely and effectively.
had excellent pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo
Most students spoke clearly and fluently, with accurate pronunciation and appropriate intonation. Some students also demonstrated an excellent command of speech rhythm. These qualities significantly enhanced the clarity and effectiveness of their presentation.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
prepare more thoroughly to support the presentation with information, ideas and opinions, and organise all the elements in a logical manner
To perform well in the oral examination, students should begin by selecting subtopics that are appropriate, constructive and grounded in real-life contexts. Ideal topics allow for meaningful exploration, while avoiding sensitive or inappropriate areas like religion or politics. Suitable topics will invite discussion, encourage deeper thinking and allow assessors to challenge the student, giving them the chance to defend their views thoughtfully later in the discussion section.
Effective preparation also includes selecting texts that are appropriate for the subtopic and ensuring that the content of the presentation is logically structured. Arguments should follow a clear, coherent structure and be supported by carefully chosen evidence.
Additionally, students should ensure that their supporting arguments (subpoints) are not presented in isolation but are logically connected to one another. A well-developed presentation demonstrates not only how each subpoint supports the main stance, but also how the subpoints relate to and build upon each other to form a cohesive and convincing argument.Top of Form
clarify and deepen the main argument
A number of students did not present a clearly defined position, relying too much on surface-level text summaries. Stronger presentations went beyond basic description to include well-planned analytical arguments.
When providing practical suggestions, students must also explore the reasoning behind them. Simply stating ‘what to do’ is not enough – strong arguments also explain ‘why’, using evidence from texts to justify the stance. This approach adds credibility and depth to the overall argument presented.
practise intonation, stress and tempo, and build confidence through practising interactions 
Although the NHT examinations were conducted remotely, students who managed their speech tempo, stress and intonation effectively were more engaging. Speaking too quickly or too slowly can negatively affect clarity. Practising a balanced and expressive delivery can help students communicate their message more powerfully and clearly.
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax and clear and appropriate language for the oral setting
The language used should be clear and relevant to the subtopic. Students need to avoid using overly obscure literary expressions, unexplained Classical Chinese passages and unclear metaphors. Precision in word choice helps ensure that the message is understood and impactful.
At the same time, Chinese First Language students are expected to use more advanced vocabulary and complex sentence structures.
practise using repair strategies
Students should be prepared to recover smoothly and quickly from small errors or moments of hesitation during their presentation. Practising simple repair strategies can help them maintain flow and confidence, even when things don’t go exactly as planned.
make full use of the presentation time
A small number of students did not use the full 3 minutes allotted, ending their presentations too early. Speaking for the full time allows for more detailed explanations and better-developed arguments to be provided, improving the overall impact and depth of the presentation.
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 NHT examination, students:
communicated information, ideas and opinions very effectively
A number of students displayed strong communication skills by responding to assessors’ questions with clarity and insight. Their thoughtful and well-articulated answers reflected a solid understanding of the content and enhanced the depth and quality of the discussion.
were highly engaged with the assessors and effectively used appropriate style and register
Students who scored highly responded confidently to the interactive nature of the discussion section, showing a willingness to engage with the challenges posed by assessors. Many demonstrated an appropriate use of style and register, adjusting their tone and vocabulary to suit the formal context of the oral examination. This sensitivity to language use enabled more effective and contextually appropriate communication.
used sophisticated vocabulary and grammatical structures accurately and appropriately
It is commendable that some students were able to employ a high standard of language throughout the interactive discussion. These students used a variety of advanced expressions that demonstrated flair. This ability can be attributed to their strong foundational skills in the language.
provided an extensive range of highly relevant and original information, ideas and opinions on the issue selected
Some students particularly excelled by presenting a rich variety of insightful, relevant and original perspectives on their chosen subtopic. They went beyond basic analysis, integrating examples from a wide selection of texts to illustrate their points effectively. Notably, several students introduced new textual evidence in the discussion that was not previously mentioned in their presentation, reflecting independent research and a broader understanding of the subtopic. This demonstrated their ability to extend and apply textual analysis in meaningful ways, making their discussions more comprehensive and thought-provoking.

clarified, elaborated on or defended ideas and opinions related to the issue selected very effectively
High-performing students recognised the importance of clarifying and justifying their views during the discussion. Many offered well-developed arguments, explaining their positions in detail and defending them convincingly with relevant evidence. Their responses were characterised by a logical structure and a sound use of examples drawn from the texts studied, which significantly reinforced the credibility and impact of their arguments.
effectively responded to questions on the broad subtopic beyond the issue selected, including unfamiliar issues related to the subtopic
High-scoring responses demonstrated the ability to articulate thoughtful and logically structured responses to unexpected questions in real time. They showed a clear understanding of the assessors’ intent and addressed the questions directly and effectively. Particularly impressive was the way some students could quickly draw on relevant evidence from a broader range of texts they had studied, using it skillfully to support and strengthen their arguments.
made excellent use of evidence from the text studied to support their discussion 
During the interactive discussion with assessors, high-performing students were able to quickly identify and draw on highly relevant texts to support their stance. Rather than delivering lengthy mini speeches, they succinctly summarised and analysed key plot points, using them as valid evidence to reinforce their responses. For example, when students were asked how to strike a balance between 玩物丧志 (being distracted by one's interests) and 玩物立志 (turning one's interests into motivation), a high-scoring response referenced a text about the director of the Chinese animated film Ne Zha (哪吒). This student skillfully used the director's personal journey – in transforming his passion for animation into a purposeful and impactful career – as evidence to support the argument that personal interests, when pursued with discipline and vision, can lead to meaningful achievement. This thoughtful application of textual evidence not only demonstrated deep understanding but also strengthened the overall persuasiveness of the response.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
research subtopics in-depth to ensure they provide an excellent range of information, ideas and opinions
To engage meaningfully in the discussion, students must build a solid foundation by engaging in thorough research on their chosen subtopic and related texts. Superficial preparation may lead to vague or repetitive answers and leaves students struggling when assessors broaden the scope of questioning during the examination. 
A lack of clear conceptual understanding can severely impact the quality of discussion. In this regard, some students were unable to clearly define central concepts that they had introduced in their presentations. For example, when students could not effectively explain what ‘travel’ meant, it was difficult to engage with follow-up questions such as ‘Why travel?’ or ‘How should one travel?’ Similarly, in discussions around 莫以成败论英雄 (Don’t judge heroes solely by their success or failure), there was frequent confusion between the concepts of 英雄 (hero), 枭雄 (warlord or antihero) and 成功 (success), leading to weak or muddled arguments.
Without in-depth research and conceptual clarity, students are also more prone to over-generalisation, making sweeping claims without sufficient evidence or nuance.
practise elaborating on ideas and opinions, and being able to respond to unanticipated questions 
Students should practise developing and defending their ideas in real time. They should dedicate more time to practising how to elaborate on their ideas, especially in response to unexpected questions. Simply stating their opinions without providing supporting evidence weakens the argument. In the discussion section, assessors often ask higher-order questions – such as ‘Why do you think that?’ or ‘How can this be achieved?’ – that require students to think on their feet.
Some students did not properly understand the question put to them, leading to off-topic or irrelevant answers. Others were heavily reliant on their memorised scripts, often repeating lines from their presentations rather than engaging with the actual question. This is especially problematic when the question requires broader thinking. For example, in discussions that went beyond the student’s prepared speech but were relevant to the chosen subtopic, some students did not offer new insights, often circling back to previously used content without adding value – demonstrating their lack of preparation.
High-scoring responses, by contrast, involve not only defending one’s position but also respectfully acknowledging and responding to opposing perspectives. Instead of falling back on vague slogans or empty rhetoric, students should practise offering practical, well-considered solutions and developing their arguments through careful reasoning.
refer to text references to support answers where appropriate
Referencing studied texts during the discussion can greatly enhance a student’s credibility – but only if the evidence is relevant and well-integrated. Students should avoid making vague references or using examples that are not related to the question. Instead, they should select precise, representative cases that support their argument clearly. Textual references should not feel forced or rehearsed; they should emerge naturally in response to the flow of discussion.
convey information learned from sources but also express an opinion about it
Students should strive not only to convey information from texts or research but also to reflect critically and offer personal insights. For example, when discussing youth issues in China, it is not enough to cite statistics or general studies. Students are expected to interpret the data, link it to the question posed and express their own viewpoint based on the evidence.
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question
Active listening is crucial in the discussion section. Some students did not respond appropriately because they misunderstood the question or ignored its intent, instead relying on memorised answers. Stronger responses paid attention to what the assessor was asking and tailored their response accordingly, demonstrating adaptability and deeper understanding. Avoiding rigid scripts and engaging dynamically with the question allows students to demonstrate genuine analytical ability.
revise grammar
Grammatical accuracy during the discussion section remains an area for improvement for some students. Responses in the discussion should reflect formal academic language suited to the examination context. Casual speech or internet slang, such as 买这个东东花了很多米 (a very casual expression commonly used on the internet meaning ‘it cost a lot of money to buy this item’), should be avoided, as it undermines the seriousness and formal register expected in the oral examination. Students are encouraged to revise key grammatical structures in advance and practise expressing their ideas in a style that is both precise and appropriate.
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