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The Playlist is selected and published annually and outlines prescribed works for study in VCE Drama and VCE Theatre Studies. 
Inclusion on the Playlist is via application only. The VCAA invites applications from any organisation, company, or artist(s) each year. 
An independent panel (the Panel) is appointed each year by the VCAA to review the applications and includes study experts representing all school sectors (government, Catholic and independent), regional, rural and metropolitan areas and can include representation from tertiary institutions and the arts sector. In VCE Drama (Unit 3 and 4), students are required to study one play. In VCE Theatre Studies (Unit 3 and 4), students are required to study two plays. 
Applications
All applications must be received via this link: 2026 Playlist Applications by 5:00pm, 30 June 2025. For any questions throughout the application period, please contact Ryan Bowler, Curriculum Manager, Performing Arts via email or (03) 7022 1615. 
Criteria and guidelines for the 2026 Playlist
The VCE Drama and Theatre Studies Playlist is selected annually. The Panel appointed by the VCAA provides advice and guidance throughout the selection process. The Playlist includes plays for study in: 
· Drama (Unit 3) 
· Theatre Studies (Units 3 and 4)
The VCAA principles and procedures for prescribed VCE lists underpin the criteria and guidelines for the 2026 Playlist. All applicants for the 2026 Playlist are advised to familiarise themselves with these principles and procedures.
Works selected must be appropriate for the age and development of VCE students and support the Department of Education advice surrounding the selection of appropriate materials for study. Works selected must have a production season/performances occurring between February and end of August (please see Guidelines for further information). 


Criteria
As outlined in Appendix 4 of the Principles and Procedures, the Playlist, as a whole, will:
· include at least one touring show for each study
· consist of plays that include a range of styles and forms
· contain a range of new and established works with at least one Australian work for each study
· reflect the cultural diversity of the Victorian community
· display affirming perspectives.
Moreover, the selection of individual plays on the Playlist will: 
· have dramatic merit and provide access to contemporary theatre practice
· sustain intensive study and provide a challenging approach to study of the relevant key knowledge and key skills
· have a planned performance schedule consistent with the VCE curriculum and assessment calendar

In implementing these principles and procedures, the Panel will use the following criteria:

Criterion 1: Dramatic merit: Dramatic merit may include:
· quality of script (or script excerpts, script treatment, narrative, plot) 
· depth and/or relevance of themes and messages to a contemporary audience 
· proposed application of production areas in the performance


Criterion 2: Access to contemporary practices: Contemporary practices may include:
· planned application of production elements (including design and directorial decisions)
· diversity of artists and perspectives 
· planned application of theatre style(s)
· contexts that have or will influence creative decision-making
· work created, adapted or recontextualised for contemporary audiences


Criterion 3: Opportunity for deep and engaging study: Deep and engaging study is demonstrated through:  
· opportunity for students to appropriately engage with the required key knowledge and key skills of the study:
· key skill and key knowledge of Drama Unit 3 Outcome 3 or
· key skill and key knowledge of Theatre Studies Unit 3 Outcome 3 or
· key skill and key knowledge of Theatre Studies Unit 4 Outcome 3 
Note: applicants will not respond to this criterion in their application. The success of this criterion will be assessed by the Panel. To do so, the Panel will use information provided from the application as a whole.




Criterion 4: Capacity to contribute to the Playlist: Capacity to contribute to the Playlist will be determined through:
· ability to contribute to a dynamic, accessible, engaging, developmentally appropriate and diverse Playlist
Note: applicants will not respond to this criterion in their application. The success of this criterion will be assessed by the Panel. To do so, the Panel will use information provided from the application as a whole and consider the application against all applications received. In assessing this criterion, the Panel will look to avoid duplication of production titles and oversaturation of subject matter, content, themes and styles. 
Guidelines
· Any decision made by the VCAA is final. 
· All organisations/companies/artists are eligible to submit up to 5 productions for consideration.
· Applicants do not nominate for either Drama or Theatre Studies. The Panel appointed by the VCAA will decide which study the work is more appropriate for. 
· All successful applications require a script for teachers and students to read. Where a full script is not available at time of application submission, script excerpts, script treatments, narrative/plot outlines etc. are required. Where a play is either entering or still in development, further explanation of the intended themes, content, character(s), plot and/or narrative is required.  
· The script of each playlisted production must be made accessible to teachers and students prior to the production season.
· Texts that are included on the prescribed list for study in VCE English, VCE Literature, VCE English as an Additional Language, VCE Classical Studies are not eligible for Playlist selection.   
· Productions will not be re-listed over two consecutive years. After one year has lapsed, a production may be submitted for the Playlist, and will only be considered for the alternate study.
· Where a play includes challenging content, it also presents a constructive moral or ethical message.
· Production seasons/performances (for either Drama or Theatre Studies) must take place at some point between February to end-August. In limited circumstances, a production that commences in late August and extends into early September may be considered. 
· The majority of the production’s season must be programmed during school term time. The season must include performances between Monday and Friday. 
· Productions must have a combination of matinee (morning, midday and/or afternoon performances) and evening performances. Where matinee performances are not possible, please advise of this in the application. The Panel will take unavoidable circumstances into consideration. 
· VCAA Assessors and Study Specialists are required to attend plays listed for the study they are appointed to. Enabling ticket purchase at industry or teacher price is a condition of selection.
· Information of the status of an application provided by the VCAA to the applicant throughout the application and selection process is strictly confidential. 
· Notification of successful outcome is subject to confidentiality until the VCAA advises otherwise.


School term dates for 2026
See Department of Education.
A production that only has a season/performances during Term 4 is ineligible for selection. VCE Drama and Theatre Studies students complete their solo performance, monologue interpretation, and written examinations during this time.

Timeline for selection of the 2026 VCE Playlist

	Stage
	Date
	Action

	1
	9 May 2025 
	Applications open.

	2
	30 June 2025 
	Applications close 5pm. 

	3
	July to September 2025
	Playlist advisory panel assesses applications. Additional material to support application may be requested. Applicants will be kept informed as to the status of their application. 

	5
	29 September 2025
	Successful applicants are notified.    

	6
	October 2025
	Playlist released by VCAA (pending finalisation of all details).
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