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Section A

Instructions
» Answer all questions in the spaces provided.
» Write your responses in English.

Question 1 (3 marks)

Describe a specific Indigenous peoples’ relationship with an outdoor environment you have visited
or studied. Your response should focus on the time before European colonisation.
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Question 2 (6 marks)

Image A — John Helder Wedge, Melbourne in 1838
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Sources: John Helder Wedge, from the Federation University Historical Collection, Victorian Collections,
<victoriancollections.net.au/items/5759194bd0cdd10f9¢c21c982> (Image A);

John White, Evening on the Yarra, canvas, wood, oil paint, c. 1898, 116 cm x 75 cm, held by the Mission to Seafarers, Victorian Collections,
<victoriancollections.net.au/items/5a30a1a921ea6915900ebe23> (Image B);

Photographer unknown, held by Ballarat Heritage Services, Victorian Collections,
<victoriancollections.net.au/items/5cbc641821ea670d00df0956> (Image C)




2025 VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Section A Page 5 of 24

The use of the Yarra River has changed significantly since European colonisation.

Using the time periods provided, outline the non-Indigenous peoples’ relationships with the
Yarra River, shown in Images A, B and C.

Image A — Early colonisation

Image B — Pre-Federation

Image C — Post-Federation
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Question 3 (7 marks)
Environmental campaigns typically begin when people or groups have concerns about the
use of outdoor environments.

a. Using a specific example, describe how a historical environmental campaign you have
studied began. 3 marks

b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the environmental campaign described in part a in
influencing a government or political party prior to 1990. 4 marks
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Question 4 (9 marks)

a. Explain the process for a group to become a Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP). 3 marks

b. Discuss how a RAP could have an influence on both economic and conservation
relationships with an outdoor environment you have visited or studied. 6 marks
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Question 5 (13 marks)

An inner-city council is considering banning all private vehicles within 3 km of its central
business district (CBD) from 5 am until midnight, seven days per week.

In response to a growing concern about climate change, some CBD residents have formed
the group Liveable Cities to support the proposal. The group argues that private vehicles
are unnecessary and that the CBD will have better air quality and be more liveable with
improved public transport and bike lanes.

Keep Us Moving has been formed by an opposing group of business owners and
residents. They are concerned about moving goods and people around, and that if the
proposed ban is to go ahead they will lose business and their property values

will decline.

a. Describe one method that could be used by each group to influence decision-makers
about the proposal. Use information from the stimulus to support your response. 5 marks
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b. Evaluate one process that could be used to resolve the conflict. 4 marks

c. Inthe lead-up to afederal election, the proposed private vehicle ban has become
an issue of national interest. Political parties and representatives have established
policies and positions that guide how they respond to environmental issues.

Propose the ways in which two federal political parties or representatives might
respond to the conflict. 4 marks
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Question 6 (3 marks)

Estimated change in ocean heat content globally
averaged over the full ocean depth, 1960-2023
45

40 -

Earth is gaining heat due to increases in
35 greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
Most of this heat is being taken up by oceans.

30 -

changein 20 -
ocean heat
content 15
(102 J)

0 . Estimated trends in
global heat content are
-5+ more certain after 1970.
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1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020
year

J —joule, a unit of energy

Source: Adapted from CSIRO, State of the Climate: Oceans, 29 October 2024,
<www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/state-of-the-climate/oceans>

Arise in ocean heat, due to climate change, causes a range of environmental impacts.
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Describe one national strategy that could address rising ocean heat. Use the graph to support
your response.
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Question 7 (3 marks)

Using an example from an outdoor environment you have visited or studied, explain how social
and environmental sustainability are interdependent.

Question 8 (4 marks)

Analyse the impact that one environmental threat, other than climate change, has on
society and outdoor environments.
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Question 9 (6 marks)

Using two different observable characteristics, describe the health of an outdoor environment
you have visited or studied. Recommend one solution to improve the health of this environment.
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Question 10 (7 marks)

Alocal council has decided to create a new 10-hectare park. The park will include public
spaces for walking, bike riding and exploration. It will adjoin private farmland. The council is
looking to implement a joint management approach where Indigenous and non-Indigenous
land managers work together to care for the land. The council is developing a management
plan and is asking for input from the community.

a. Describe an Indigenous peoples’ and a non-Indigenous peoples’ land management
strategy for the new park. 4 marks

Indigenous peoples’ strategy

Non-Indigenous peoples’ strategy
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b. Evaluate one community action that could support the health of the new park. 3 marks
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Question 11 (5 marks)

Compare two individual actions that could be used to sustain an outdoor environment you have
visited or studied.
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Question 12 (9 marks)

The new Eastern Wilderness Walk was created in consultation and partnership with local farmers and
landowners. The walk was built around remnant vegetation and passes through wetlands and the
habitat of a range of native plants and animals. Unfortunately, the walk has problems caused by the
spread of a soil-borne pathogen, cinnamon fungus (Phytophthora cinnamomi). Park rangers are also
having trouble with introduced species such as foxes and rabbits.

Select two Acts or conventions in the table below, by numbering the cell next to each with ‘1’ and 2",

Number Act or convention

Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 (Vic)

Ramsar Convention (international treaty, 1971)

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth)

Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Act 2001 (Vic)

Planning Environment Act 1987 (Vic)
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a. Describe your two selected Acts or conventions. 4 marks

b. Compare how effective each of your selected Acts or conventions could be in
managing the Eastern Wilderness Walk. 5 marks
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End of Section A
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Section B

Instructions
» Answer the question in the space provided.
» Write your response in English.

Question 1 (15 marks)

Since the start of the Post-Federation period, workers in Victoria have fought for and been awarded
an eight-hour working day. With a reduction in working hours, time for outdoor recreation has become
accessible to more people. Australians’ use of outdoor environments for recreation has significantly
changed due to the increase in recreation time.

Consider how the use of at least two outdoor environments you have visited or studied has changed
over time.

With reference to these outdoor environments, write a response that:

» discusses how Australians have participated in outdoor recreation:
— during the Post-Federation period and in the last decade
— for individual physical and emotional wellbeing

+ analyses how the changes in recreational activities have had an impact on your selected outdoor
environments

 uses specific examples based on primary and secondary data collected from these outdoor
environments.
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Question 1 continues on the next page.
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End of examination questions
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Extra space for responses
Clearly number all responses in this space.
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If you use any additional Question and Answer Books to complete your responses, write your student
number on the front cover. At the end of the examination, place the additional Question and Answer
Books inside the front cover of the first Question and Answer Book.




2025 VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Page 23 of 24

This page is blank.

©
(<))
S
(1)
o
e
=
=
()
b
=
3
-
(o)
c
O
(]




© Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 2025



	Outdoor and Environmental Studies – Question and Answer Book
	Section A
	Section B




