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[bookmark: _Toc216449944]Important information
[bookmark: _Toc216449945]Introduction to VCE VET programs
VCE VET programs are Vocational Education and Training (VET) programs approved by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA). VCE VET programs offer students the opportunity to achieve nationally recognised qualifications that can contribute to the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) and the Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC).
VCE VET programs:
are fully recognised within the Units 1 to 4 structure of the VCE and the VCE VM
have equal status with other VCE studies
align with the National Training Framework.
VCE VET programs are developed with a reference group of industry and vocational professionals. Each program includes a predesignated program structure with defined credit arrangements. Units of competency (UoCs) outside of this structure cannot be delivered as part of a VCE VET program.
[bookmark: _Toc216449946]VCE VET program development
[bookmark: _Hlk210897319]Implementation of this VCE VET program commenced in 2026. This program booklet supersedes any previously published VCE VET program booklets.
The program booklet must be used in conjunction with the accredited course:
22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1).
[bookmark: _Toc216449947]Updates to VCE VET programs
VCE VET programs contain nationally recognised qualifications organised into training packages as well as accredited courses. These training products are subject to a review cycle every 4–5 years to ensure they meet the needs of learners and represent the current skills and knowledge required by industry. Reference groups convened by the VCAA ensure that VCE VET programs align with the training products and facilitate continuous improvement.
The VCAA Notices to Schools (NTS) provide important information regarding VCE VET program updates including new or changed requirements related to the delivery of curriculum, assessment and reporting.


[bookmark: _Toc216449948]Other Sources of information
The VCAA Bulletin remains a valuable resource providing information from across the VCAA including case studies, events, and insights from curriculum and assessment areas.
The Senior Secondary Update features information for teachers and trainers about professional learning opportunities, events notices and communities of practice.
To assist teachers and trainers in developing scored assessment materials, the VCAA publishes supplementary advice available on the scored VCE VET program webpages as well as the VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide.
The VCE Administrative Handbook and VPC Administrative Handbook contain essential information about curriculum, assessment and reporting.

[bookmark: _Toc216449949]Industry overview
[bookmark: _Toc216449950]Accredited course
The VCE VET Equine Studies program includes the accredited VET course 22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies. The course provides the skills and knowledge required for a range of roles in the equine industry such as a stablehand, stud worker, volunteer or equine industry participant and provides a pathway into further study in a range of general or specialist related qualifications in equine allied health, breeding, sport and racing.
The equine industry contributes significantly to the Australian economy through activities relating the use of horses in primary production, horse breeding, recreation, pony club, equine health, therapy and welfare services, and equine sports such as performance horse, western riding, horse trials, dressage, equine showing, thoroughbred horse racing and standard bred harness racing.  
An IER Pty Ltd report prepared for Racing Victoria found that the value added contribution to the Victorian Economy by racing was $4.7 billion, sustaining 34,900 FTE jobs. Agrifutures Australia reported that the thoroughbred horse breeding industry alone contributes $1.16 billion to the national economy. 
National and state racing industry groups have reported skills shortages for some job roles such as trackwork riders. The National Skills Commission Skills Priority List for 2022 indicates a current shortage of horse trainers Australia wide and predictions of moderate levels of future demand. There is currently a demand for skilled workers across a broad range of existing and emerging roles in the equine industry. 
One of the key findings of an equine industry survey undertaken by the Skill Service Organisation (SSO), Skills Impact, was that the most frequently used external equine services were provided by farriers, equine dentists, massage therapist, saddle fitters, nutritional advisors and clippers indicating the wide range of services used by equine owners and carers. Equine assisted therapy is an example of an emerging area. 
[bookmark: _Toc216449951]Qualifications and packaging rules
Students wishing to be issued the full qualification must successfully complete all required core and elective UoCs as outlined in the packaging rules. 
Schools should communicate with their Registered Training Organisation (RTO) to ensure the delivery sequence supports this outcome.

[bookmark: _Toc216449952]VCE VET program details
[bookmark: _Toc216449953]Aims
This VCE VET program aims to:
provide students with the knowledge, skill and competency that will enhance their training and employment prospects in the equine or equine related industries
enable students to gain a recognised credential and to make an informed choice of vocation or career path.
[bookmark: _Toc216449954]Scored assessment
This VCE VET program offers scored assessment which is based on the scored Unit 3–4 sequence of 22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies, as outlined in the program structure section of this document.
Scored assessment consists of three coursework tasks and an end-of-year performance examination or written examination which calculates the study score using the following assessments of the student’s levels of performance:
3 coursework tasks: 66 per cent
end-of-year written examination: 34 per cent.
The scored Unit 3–4 sequence must be delivered and assessed in a single enrolment year.
Scored Unit 3–4 sequences are not designed for standalone study. Students are strongly advised against undertaking the scored Unit 3–4 sequence without first completing Units 1 and 2.
For more information on scored assessment, including an overview of study score assessment, advice regarding the development of coursework tasks and integration of study scores with competency assessment, refer to the VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide.
[bookmark: _Toc216449955]ATAR contribution
Scored VCE VET programs may contribute to a student’s ATAR as one of the primary four studies or one of the two available (and permissible) increments.
Where a student completes the UoCs from the scored Unit 3–4 sequence but elects not to undertake scored assessment to receive a study score, no contribution to the ATAR will be available.
For more information on non-scored Unit 3–4 sequences, refer to the Appendix of this document.
For more information on study scores and ATAR contribution, refer to the ATAR and Scaling Guide, accessible from the VTAC website.


[bookmark: _Toc216449956]VCE VET credit
VCE VET programs provide credit towards the VCE, VCE VM and VPC. Students undertaking this program may be eligible for the following credit:
22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1)
two VCE VET units at Units 1 and 2 level
a non-scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence
a scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence.
For more information on credit arrangements, refer to the Appendix.
[bookmark: _Toc216449957]Enrolment advice
Students commencing training from January 2026 and beyond will be required to be enrolled in:
22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1).
[bookmark: _Toc216449958]Nominal hour duration
Nominal hours represent the supervised structured learning and assessment activities required to sufficiently address the content of each UoC.
Nominal hours are used to determine credit towards the VCE, VCE VM and VPC for VET UoCs.
[bookmark: _Toc216449959]Duplication
When a VCE VET program duplicates or is very similar to another VCE study or VET UoC in a student’s program, a reduced VCE VET credit entitlement may apply.
No significant duplication has been identified between this VCE VET program and other VCE studies.
[bookmark: _Toc216449960]Dual enrolments
When students undertake multiple VET qualifications, care must be taken to ensure students enrol in UoCs only once. Credit based on the nominal hours for a UoC can only be counted once towards the VCE, VCE VM or VPC.
[bookmark: _Sequence][bookmark: _Toc216449961]Sequence
Certain UoCs will complement each other, lending to coordinated delivery that minimises content overlap. UoCs have guidelines for different situations and delivery contexts, and a range of delivery sequences is possible. 
The intention of VCE VET programs is to provide students with a qualification that meets industry expectations. The strong advice and assumption of industry bodies is that the quality of the qualification is compromised when foundation training is neglected.
The sequencing of UoCs is determined by the RTO, teacher or trainer; however, it is anticipated that a number of the core UoCs will be undertaken in the first year of the program.

[bookmark: _Toc216449962]VCE VET program structure
[bookmark: _Toc216449963]22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1) 
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Units 1 to 4 (including a non-scored Unit 3–4)

	Compulsory UoCs:
The UoCs included below contain essential foundational skills and knowledge for this qualification, as deemed by the reference group for this VCE VET program. In most cases, this section comprises core UoCs published in the qualification. In some cases, elective UoCs have been added as compulsory based on the recommendations of the reference group.
It is recommended that these UoCs be delivered in the first year of the program, prior to the commencement of additional UoCs.

	ACMEQU212
	Handle horses safely
	100

	ACMEQU213
	Follow safe work practices in equine industries *
	40

	VU23586
	Work effectively in an equine organisation *
	60

	VU23590
	Identify equine anatomy
	40

	Compulsory UoCs subtotal:
	240

	Minimum total for VCE VET Units 1 and 2:
	180

	Elective UoCs: Select a minimum of three electives

	Available credit towards the VCE, VCE VM and VPC: 
To achieve a VCE VET Units 1 and 2, complete compulsory UoCs totalling a minimum of 180 hours.
To achieve a non-scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence, complete the requirements for VCE VET Units 1 and 2 and then complete any remaining compulsory UoCs and additional Elective UoCs from the list below to reach a total of at least 360 hours across all UoCs.
To achieve a scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence, complete all compulsory UoCs and any elective UoC requirements as outlined in the scored Unit 3–4 section below.

	Full qualification completion:
To be awarded the full qualification by the RTO, students must meet the packaging rules as outlined on the National Training Register or in the accredited course document. Other requirements may include imported elective limits, mandated trainer credentials or work placement, UoC prerequisites and other assessment conditions.
This certificate contains four core UoCs from the qualification in the scored Unit 3–4 section. To achieve the full qualification, students will need to complete these core UoCs in addition to compulsory and elective UoCs in the Units 1 to 4 section.
In a VETDSS context, the nominal hours required to achieve the full qualification are greater than recommended for a two-year program. As such, it is expected that students will achieve only partial completion and receive a Statement of Attainment from the RTO to contribute to post-secondary studies or an apprenticeship. Students wishing to achieve the full qualification should consider a three-year program and/or any available additional training hours and discuss this with their school and RTO.

	Elective group: Racing / Mandatory Training

	BSBWHS211
	Contribute to the health and safety of self and others
	20

	RGRPSH201
	Handle racehorses in stables and at trackwork
	80

	Elective group: Riding / Events / Competition

	VU23592
	Demonstrate basic horse riding or driving skills * ‡
	40

	VU23593
	Assist in the preparation of a horse for a competition *
	40

	VU23594
	Assist in the conduct and organisation of an event in the equine industry
	40

	Elective group: Facility Maintenance

	AHCINF205
	Carry out basic electric fencing operations
	40

	AHCINF206
	Install, maintain and repair farm fencing
	30

	AHCINF207
	Maintain properties and structures
	30

	AHCMOM203
	Operate basic machinery and equipment
	20

	Elective group: Large Animal Incident Awareness

	ACMAIM201
	Contribute to safety at incidents involving large animals
	20

	ACMAIM202
	Participate in an incident involving large animals *
	30

	Elective group: Horse Breeding

	VU23595
	Examine the application of horse breeding principles and practices
	40

	VU23596
	Prepare for the care of pregnant mares, foals and young horses
	40

	Elective group: Coaching

	SISSSCO005
	Continuously improve coaching skills and knowledge
	35

	Elective group: General

	ACMEQU216
	Check and treat horses *
	40

	ACMEQU217
	Load and unload horses *
	30

	ACMEQU220
	Lunge educated horses *
	50

	ACMEQU221
	Manage personal health and fitness for working with horses
	30

	AHCWRK314
	Monitor weather conditions
	60

	HLTAID011
	Provide First Aid
	18

	SIRXOSM002
	Maintain ethical and professional standards when using social media and online platforms
	50

	TAEDEL311
	Provide work skill instruction
	40

	Minimum total for VCE VET Units 1 and 2:
	180

	Minimum total for non-scored VCE VET Unit 3–4:
	360

	Scored Unit 3–4

	Compulsory UoCs:

	VU23587
	Implement horse health/welfare practices (Release 1) *
	50

	VU23588
	Implement/monitor horse feeding programs (Release 1) *
	50

	VU23589
	Relate equine form to function (Release 1)
	50

	VU23591
	Identify and describe equine physiology (Release 1)
	50

	Total for VCE VET scored Unit 3–4:
	200


* Pre-requisites – see Pre-requisites 
‡ Assessment requirements – see Assessment requirements
[bookmark: _Pre-requisites][bookmark: _Toc216449964]Pre-requisites
The UoCs labelled (*) have a prerequisite requirement.
Prerequisite UoCs must be assessed before these UoCs are assessed.
	UoC
	Pre-requisite UoC

	ACMEQU213 Follow safe work practices in equine industries
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	VU23586 Work effectively in an equine organization
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	VU23587 Implement and monitor horse health and welfare practices
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	VU23588 Implement and monitor horse feeding programs
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	VU23592 Demonstrate basic horse riding or driving skills
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	VU23593 Assist in the preparation of a horse for a competition
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	ACMEQU216 Check and treat horses
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	ACMEQU217 Load and unload horses
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	ACMEQU220 Lunge educated horses
	ACMEQU212 Handle horses safely

	ACMAIM202 Participate in an incident involving large animals
	ACMAIM201 Contribute to safety at incidents involving large animals


[bookmark: _Skill_sets][bookmark: _Assessment_requirements]


[bookmark: _Assessment_requirements_1][bookmark: _Toc216449965]Assessment requirements
The following UoCs stipulate additional requirements related to delivery and assessment. For full details, refer to the National Training Register or the accredited course document.
	UoC
	Assessment requirements

	VU23592 Demonstrate basic horse riding or driving skills
	RTOs must ensure that assessors delivering VU23592 Demonstrate basic horse riding or driving skills hold one or more equine industry accreditation in instruction or coaching of horse riding/handling/driving appropriate for the level and context of training.

	Additional safety advice
	It is the responsibility of the school to ensure that duty of care is exercised in relation to the health and safety of all students undertaking the VCE VET Equine Studies program. Principals, teachers and trainers must ensure that appropriate precautions and safety measures are taken to minimise any potential risk to students. The implementation of effective safety management plans and processes should ensure that all activities are conducted safely. This includes ensuring that all rules and regulations for the conduct of activities are rigorously followed.
The User Guide: Safety in Equine Training has been designed to assist assessors, trainers, registered training organisations (RTOs) and enterprises to deliver equine training. It aims to provide detailed information on safety and risk management when interacting (handling and/or riding) with horses.
Using animals for educational purposes may require approval from the Victorian Schools Animal Ethics Committee (VSAEC). To determine whether approval is required for your teaching activity, and for further information about teaching with animals, refer to When is VSAEC approval required.


[bookmark: _Entry_requirements]


[bookmark: _Toc216449966]Sample programs
[bookmark: _Toc216449967]22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1) (completion, non-scored and scored)
The following sample program may provide:
the award of 22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies
two VCE VET units at Units 1 and 2 level
a scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence
a non-scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence
a study score
completion over three years.
[bookmark: _Toc164161509][bookmark: _Toc214376402][bookmark: _Toc216449968]Year 1 – Units 1 and 2
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Units 1 to 4 (including a non-scored Unit 3–4)

	Compulsory UoCs:

	ACMEQU212
	Handle horses safely
	100

	ACMEQU213
	Follow safe work practices in equine industries
	40

	VU23586
	Work effectively in an equine organisation
	60

	VU23590
	Identify equine anatomy
	40

	Compulsory UoCs subtotal:
	240

	Minimum total for VCE VET Units 1 and 2:
	180


[bookmark: _Toc216449969]Year 2 – Non-scored Units 3–4
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Elective UoCs:

	ACMEQU221
	Manage personal health and fitness for working with horses
	30

	VU23592
	Demonstrate basic horse riding or driving skills
	40

	VU23593
	Assist in the preparation of a horse for a competition
	40

	VU23595
	Examine the application of horse breeding principles and practices
	40

	VU23596
	Prepare for the care of pregnant mares, foals and young horses
	40

	Total for non-scored VCE VET Units 3–4:
	190


[bookmark: _Toc216449970]Year 3 – Scored Units 3–4
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Scored Unit 3–4 

	Compulsory UoCs:

	VU23587
	Implement horse health/welfare practices
	50

	VU23588
	Implement/monitor horse feeding programs 
	50

	VU23589
	Relate equine form to function 
	50

	VU23591
	Identify and describe equine physiology
	50

	Total for Scored VCE VET Units 3–4:
	200

	Total sample program hours:
	630




[bookmark: _Toc216449971]22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1) (partial completion, scored)
The following sample program may provide:
a statement of attainment for the 22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies
two VCE VET units at Units 1 and 2 level
a scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence
completion over two years.
[bookmark: _Toc216449972]Year 1 – Units 1 and 2
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Units 1 and 2

	Compulsory UoCs:

	ACMEQU212
	Handle horses safely
	100

	ACMEQU213
	Follow safe work practices in equine industries
	40

	VU23586
	Work effectively in an equine organisation
	60

	VU23590
	Identify equine anatomy
	40

	Compulsory UoCs subtotal:
	240

	Minimum total for VCE VET Units 1 and 2: 
	180


[bookmark: _Toc216449973]Year 2 – Scored Units 3–4
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Scored Unit 3–4 

	Compulsory UoCs:

	VU23587
	Implement horse health/welfare practices
	50

	VU23588
	Implement/monitor horse feeding programs 
	50

	VU23589
	Relate equine form to function 
	50

	VU23591
	Identify and describe equine physiology
	50

	Total for Scored VCE VET Units 3–4:
	200

	Total sample program hours:
	440




[bookmark: _Toc216449974]22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies (Version 1) (partial completion, non-scored)
The following sample program may provide:
a statement of attainment for the 22647VIC Certificate III in Equine Studies
two VCE VET units at Units 1 and 2 level
a non-scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence
completion over two years.
[bookmark: _Toc216449975]Year 1 – Units 1 and 2
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Units 1 and 2

	Compulsory UoCs:

	ACMEQU212
	Handle horses safely
	100

	ACMEQU213
	Follow safe work practices in equine industries
	40

	VU23586
	Work effectively in an equine organisation
	60

	VU23590
	Identify equine anatomy
	40

	Compulsory UoCs subtotal:
	240

	Minimum total for VCE VET Units 1 and 2: 
	180


[bookmark: _Toc216449976]Year 2 – Non-scored Units 3–4
	Code
	Unit title
	Nominal hours

	Non-scored Unit 3–4

	Elective UoCs:

	VU23593
	Assist in the preparation of a horse for a competition
	40

	VU23596
	Prepare for the care of pregnant mares, foals and young horses
	40

	ACMEQU221
	Manage personal health and fitness for working with horses
	30

	BSBWHS211
	Contribute to the health and safety of self and others
	20

	Total for non-scored VCE VET Units 3–4:
	130

	Total sample program hours:
	370




[bookmark: _Toc216449977][bookmark: Appendix]Appendix
[bookmark: _Toc216449978]VASS industry area for credit purposes
For more information, refer to the VCE Administrative Handbook.
[bookmark: _Toc216449979]VET credit arrangements
Students gain credit into their VCE, VCE VM or VPC by undertaking:
VCE VET programs that have been developed by the VCAA in consultation with stakeholders including industry and vocational professionals. Information on the credit available in each VCE VET program is published on the individual VCE VET program pages.
approved apprenticeships and traineeships.
other VET qualifications, which provide credit into the VCE through block credit recognition.
[bookmark: _Toc216449980]All VCE VET students
All VCE students can achieve a VCE Unit 3–4 sequence by completing a minimum of 360 nominal hours of training according to the following:
Completion of 180 nominal hours in any VET certificate II or III, followed by an additional 180 hours in the same industry in a single certificate enrolment in
a VCE VET program (VE1) that provides a unit 3 and 4 sequence or
a (VE3) Other VET qualification at Certificate III level
Students undertaking an SBAT:
All VCE students can achieve a 3–4 from an SBAT by completion of 180 hours of UoCs at Certificate II or III followed by completion of an additional 180 hours of UoCs in a single certificate enrolment in an SBAT where:
The Certificate II traineeship provides VCE Units 1 - 4 credit (These exist where qualifications are like VCE VET programs with a certificate II providing Units 1 – 4 credit such as pathways or pre-apprenticeship qualifications. See the VCE VET program chart.)
The SBAT is at Certificate III or above.
[bookmark: _Toc216449981]VCE VET General units of credit
VCE VET General units of credit apply to VET credit towards the VCE, VCE VM and VPC.
VCE VET General units of credit will automatically be calculated for students who have an overflow of hours. Students can accrue credit through undertaking UoCs that are not currently contributing to a VCE VET unit of credit at certificate II level or above.
These UoCs are known as overflow and can be combined across certificates and certificate types to form up to two VCE VET General units of credit at Unit 1 and 2 level (90 hours for the first unit and 180 hours for the second unit).
A maximum of 180 hours of overflow UoCs will be recognised. In VASS, the overflow units will be named VCE VET General units.
For example:
A student enrols in 120 hours of UoCs, from a single certificate. The first 90 hours will generate one unit of credit. To achieve a second unit of credit, the student could complete one of the following:
60 hours from same certificate – generating the student’s second unit of credit in this certificate.
90 hours from a different certificate – generating the student’s first unit of credit in a new certificate.
60 hours from a range of certificates – generating one VCE VET General unit of credit.
The new rule will apply to students who are enrolled in UoCs from 2023 onwards.
Schools may see credits towards a VCE VET General unit of credit being calculated against a student’s enrolment, which does not end up contributing to a VCE VET General unit of credit. Results and enrolment hours are factors that will continue to influence the awarding of the VCE VET General unit of credit.
The calculation of the VCE VET General units of credit is done automatically and schools are not required to take any action.
The VCE VET General units of credit at Units 1 and 2 level will appear on the Student Full Details Report as GV011 and GV012.
[bookmark: _Toc216449982]VCE VM credit arrangements
The VCE Vocational Major (VM) is a vocational and applied learning program within the VCE designed to be completed over a minimum of two years. The VCE VM will give students greater choice and flexibility to pursue their strengths and interests and develop the skills and capabilities needed to succeed in further education, work and life.
For information on credit arrangements, refer to VCE Vocational Major (VM).
[bookmark: _Toc216449983]VPC credit arrangements
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is an inclusive Year 11 and 12 standards-based certificate that meets the needs of a smaller number of students who are not able or ready to complete the VCE (including the VCE VM). It provides an enriched curriculum and excellent support for students to develop the skills, capabilities and qualities for success in personal and civic life. 
For information on credit arrangements, refer to Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC).
[bookmark: _Toc216449984]VCE VET program chart
The VCE VET program chart provides a list of all VCE VET programs and shows if they can be undertaken as scored or non-scored. The chart also shows if a program offers Units 1 and 2 and/or a Unit 3–4 sequence.
[bookmark: _Toc216449985]Scored assessment
Some VCE VET programs are scored and offer a scored Unit 3–4 sequence. The study score calculated from the scored Unit 3–4 sequence may contribute to a student’s ATAR as one of the primary four studies or as two available (and permissible) increments.
The scored Unit 3–4 sequence must be delivered and assessed in a single enrolment year. Students are strongly advised against undertaking the scored Unit 3–4 sequence without first completing Units 1 and 2 because Unit 3–4 sequences are not designed for standalone study.
[bookmark: _Toc216449986]Study score
To be eligible for a study score students must: 
satisfactorily complete all the UoCs required in the scored Unit 3–4 sequence
be assessed in accordance with the tools and procedures specified in the VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide and program-specific assessment plan templates published annually on the VCAA website
undertake an examination during the end-of-year examination period, based on the underpinning knowledge and skills in the compulsory UoCs in the scored Unit 3–4 sequence, and in accordance with the current examination specifications.
A study score for a scored VCE VET program is based on evidence from two sources: coursework tasks and an examination (or end-of-year performance examination where applicable). The assessment of three VCE VET coursework tasks does not replace the qualification assessments. Both tend to be complementary and may be integrated. Tasks may be designed with both assessment purposes in mind. 
For more information on scored assessment, including an overview of study score assessment, advice regarding the development of coursework tasks, and integration of study scores with competency assessment, refer to the VCE VET Scored Assessment Guide.
For more information on study scores and ATAR contribution, refer to the ATAR and Scaling Guide, accessible from the VTAC website.
[bookmark: _Toc216449987]ATAR contribution
Please note that for a Unit 3–4 sequence to be eligible it must come from one certificate enrolment on VASS. 
Where credit has accrued across multiple certificates, an ATAR contribution may not be available.
For more information on study scores and ATAR contribution, refer to the ATAR and Scaling Guide, accessible from the VTAC website.
[bookmark: _Toc216449988]Scored VCE VET program
Students wishing to receive an ATAR contribution for a scored VCE VET program must undertake scored assessment for the purpose of achieving a study score.
This study score can contribute directly to the ATAR, either as one of the student’s best four studies (the primary four) or as a fifth or sixth study increment.
Where a scored Unit 3–4 sequence is used as an increment, the increment will be calculated using 10% of the scaled score.
Where a student elects not to receive a study score, no contribution to the ATAR will be available.
[bookmark: _Toc216449989]Scored VCE VET program with an additional non-scored stream
Some scored VCE VET programs include both a scored and a non-scored Unit 3–4 sequence.
Where a non-scored Unit 3–4 sequence is undertaken, a student may be eligible for a fifth or sixth study increment. Fifth or sixth study increments are calculated using 10% of the fourth study score of the primary four.
[bookmark: _Toc216449990]Non-scored VCE VET programs and all other VET
Some VCE VET programs do not offer scored assessment. A student who achieves a Unit 3–4 sequence from a non-scored VCE VET program may be eligible for an increment towards their ATAR.
All other VET, including school-based apprenticeships and traineeships (VE2 – SBATs) where the certificate offers a Unit 3–4 sequence, may contribute towards a student’s ATAR as a fifth or sixth study increment.
Increments from a non-scored Unit 3–4 sequence or a Unit 3–4 sequence from all other VET are calculated using 10% of the fourth study score of the primary four.
Please note that for a Unit 3–4 sequence to be eligible it must come from one certificate enrolment on VASS. 
Where credit has accrued across multiple certificates, an ATAR contribution may not be available.
[bookmark: _Toc216449991]Structured Workplace Learning
The VCAA has determined that Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) is an appropriate and valuable component of all VCE VET programs. SWL involves on-the-job training, during which students are required to master a designated set of skills and competencies related to VCE VET programs.
SWL complements the training undertaken at the school/RTO. It provides the context for:
enhancement of skills development
practical application of industry knowledge
assessment of UoCs, as determined by the RTO
increased employment opportunities.
SWL should be spread across the duration of the training program. 
The VCAA mandates SWL under the following situations:
where a period of work placement is mandated for the award of the qualification 
where the assessment conditions from a UoC contain a statement regarding the requirement to demonstrate skills in a workplace.
For more information, refer to the National Training Register.
For more information on SWL, the SWL Manual and the SWL portal, refer to the Department of Education.
[bookmark: _Toc216449992]VCE SWL Recognition for VET
The VCE Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Recognition for VET study design provides students with the opportunity to gain credit into their VCE, VCE VM or VPC, for undertaking a SWL placement that is aligned to a VE1 VCE VET program or VE2 School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship (SBAT). 
To receive recognition and credit, students are required demonstrate satisfactory achievement of the outcomes for the relevant unit of the VCE Structured Workplace Learning Recognition for VET study design outcomes VCE study.
For more information, refer to VCE Structured Workplace Learning (SWL) Recognition for VET.
[bookmark: _Toc216449993]Workplace health and safety
Schools/RTOs must ensure that workplace health and safety (WHS) is fully addressed in the training program.
The principal is responsible for ensuring the school meets its responsibilities for students in SWL arrangements.
Where the student will be employed under an SWL arrangement, the principal must be satisfied that the student is undertaking training in the WHS UoC before the arrangement can be entered into.
Students must be informed of the significance of work-related hazards. They must understand the need for, and the nature of, workplace risk controls such as safe working procedures and the use of personal protective clothing and equipment.
Schools must also be satisfied, through their review of the acknowledgement provided by employers on the SWL Arrangement form, that the workplace in question and the activities proposed will not expose a student to risk during their structured work placement.
Employers must view their duty of care towards students as essentially no different from that owed to their employees. They must understand that students cannot be expected to possess the judgement or maturity to undertake any task that presents potential risk. This means that no student may be exposed at any time to dangerous plant machinery, equipment, substances, work environments or work practices.
On the first morning of their placement, students should be introduced to their supervisor and provided with a formal induction to the workplace. This will include first-aid, emergency and incident reporting arrangements.
The student should be given an orientation tour of the workplace, during which any excluded areas or activities should be pointed out. Students should be instructed to report without delay anything they feel may be unsafe. They should be encouraged to ask for help or further instruction if they are not sure of the correct way to carry out any task.
Close supervision of students undertaking SWL is essential. Supervisors nominated by the employer must understand all requirements for safely managing a student’s activities. Supervisors must understand that a student may not fully grasp information or instructions the first time they are told. They should encourage students to ask for help if they have forgotten instructions or if they experience difficulty with putting information into practice.
For more information, refer to WorkSafe Victoria.
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