[image: ]
2025 VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society oral external assessment report	
2025 VCE Chinese Language, Culture and Society oral external assessment report
Refer to the relevant Chinese Language, Culture and Society study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: General conversation in Chinese 
[bookmark: _Hlk178670067][bookmark: _Hlk178670306]What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world, including self/family, school, interests, friends and future aspirations. High-scoring responses were clear, relevant, and demonstrated a wide range of information and ideas. Some students incorporated interesting features or engaging details in their responses, such as  我喜欢和弟弟打篮球，因为我比他高，总能赢。(I like to play basketball with my younger brother, because I’m taller than him, I always win.)
demonstrated a high level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, advancing the conversation fluently and spontaneously. Successful students proactively listened, answered the questions fluently, and used natural gestures
used highly effective repair strategies when required. High-scoring responses demonstrated self-repair abilities by spontaneously noticing errors, employing phrases such as 不好意思 (Excuse me) or 对不起，我是说 … (Sorry, I meant to say …) to make immediate corrections that ensured the conversation continued without interruption
used accurate grammar and sentence structures with minimal or no errors. Students employed a range of grammatical structures outlined in the study design, such as 虽然 … 但是 … (although ... but …), 不仅 … 而且 … (not only … but also …) and因为 … 所以 … (because … so …).
[bookmark: _Hlk178670128]

Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. Some students responded to the direct question 你多大/你几岁? (How old are you?) with a broader, pre-learned self-introduction (including age, year level, personality and/or hobbies), which sometimes produced an irrelevant answer
practise answering a range of questions so they can advance the conversation. Students who responded to each question with only a brief phrase or sentence did not demonstrate depth in their content. This often required assessors to ask more supportive questions. Students are therefore encouraged to begin with a direct answer and then expand upon it with examples or opinions that state the student's position and then justifies it with reasoning. For example, an exemplary response to the question你今年打工吗？ (Do you have a part-time job?) would be 今年我学习很忙，我觉得这个时间打工对学习没有好处。但是我读完十二年级一定会打工，因为打工可以让我交到新朋友、学习新知识、也有零花钱。(I’m very busy with my studies this year and I don’t think having a part-time job is beneficial at this time. However, I will definitely look for a part-time job after Year 12 as it allows me to make new friends, gain new knowledge, and earn some pocket money.)
build confidence by practising interactions in the language. Students are encouraged to seek clarification or ask for a question to be rephrased if they do not understand it, as this helps to maintain the fluency of the conversation. To build confidence and improve communication skills, students should practise under exam conditions and pay attention to tendencies such as unequal eye contact or looking downward
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed. When not fully understanding the questions, students are encouraged to use accurate and polite phrases for clarification, such as 不好意思，请再说一遍。 (I’m sorry, please repeat that again) or 我不知道 … 是什么意思。 (I don’t know what … means). Some students used incomplete or structurally informal queries such as 你再说？ (Say that again?)
revise grammar. A common grammatical error was the production of sentences without the copula 是 (to be). This often occurred in sentences that required a clear structure of subject®verb®object, leading to incorrect expression, such as 我一个12年级的学生。 (I a Year 12 student) and 我的爱好打篮球 (My hobby playing basketball)
build vocabulary specific to their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo. Difficulty with pronouncing the ‘ü’ vowel was evident in words such as such as 旅游 (lǚyóu), 旅行 (lǚxíng) and 男女合校 (nánnǚ héxiào), where the sound was often replaced with a different vowel, ‘u’.


Section 2: Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk178670330]What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. High-scoring students were able to deliver clear and concise content in their two-minute speech. Their communication was particularly effective when they incorporated their images into their presentation, such as 老师们请看，这张图片就是… (As you can see in this image…)
were able to provide information about the visual material drawn from one of the prescribed topics of the ‘Chinese Language’ strand. High-scoring students provided a detailed and relevant description of the images to support their subtopic, such as这张图片是一家人在春节时吃火锅，因为这里有“福”字，还有红灯笼。我们可以看到这里有很多大家平时很喜欢的火锅食物，比如 (This image shows a family enjoying hotpot during the Spring Festival, as there is a Chinese character of ‘fortune’ and red lanterns. We can also see many popular hotpot ingredients that everyone loves.)
used the images skilfully to support discussion of the subtopic. Most students were able to relate their images to the discussion. High-scoring students expanded on the discussion by proactively bringing images that allowed them to explore their subtopics in greater depth and breadth
responded to questions with relevant information, ideas and opinions
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion, including the use of repair strategies 
engaged in an exchange of opinions, reflected on their experiences of learning, and gave original interpretations of the chosen subtopic. Subtopics that enabled students to expand the conversation included:
中国的直播带货 (live stream shopping in China) 
中国人的公园生活(the park life of Chinese people)
广东农村饮食文化 (country food culture in Guangdong villages)
中国饮食的南北差异 (the different cuisines in northern and southern China).
[bookmark: _Hlk178670347]Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit their ability and interests and images that support discussion about the selected subtopic. Students should choose a subtopic that they are passionate about, suits their linguistic ability, and is broad enough to discuss for six minutes. The subtopic should be clearly distinct from the general conversation
prepare a wide range of information and ideas that link the visual material and the subtopic. Students should select images that are rich in detail and information to facilitate effective questioning in the exam. Students are discouraged from bringing a collage of more than 6–8 images, as more images could make each one too small to see and there may not be enough time to discuss all of the images in depth
practise using the images to support the discussion of the subtopic
build vocabulary specific to the selected subtopic. Students need to be familiar with the common vocabulary associated with their subtopics, including common synonyms. This prepares them for alternative terms that might be used in the discussion. For instance, in an image depicting children, students are expected to understand that 小朋友 and 小孩子 are both referring to little children. Furthermore, students are expected to learn enough vocabulary to extend their two-minute presentation to a meaningful six-minute discussion on their subtopic. 
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