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This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.
The statistics in this report may be subject to rounding resulting in a total more or less than 100 per cent.
Section A  Multiple-choice questions
The table below indicates the percentage of students who chose each option. The correct answer is indicated by bold text and shading.
	Question
	Correct answer
	% A
	% B
	% C
	% D
	Comments

	1
	B
	7
	86
	7
	0
	

	2
	A
	93
	7
	0
	0
	

	3
	C
	0
	6
	90
	4
	

	4
	B
	1
	68
	11
	20
	

	5
	C
	14
	1
	73
	12
	

	6
	D
	1
	0
	0
	99
	

	7
	C
	6
	35
	52
	7
	The key word in the question was parasite. 
‘Ringworm’ (answer B) is fungal.

	8
	A
	100
	0
	0
	0
	

	9
	C
	13
	38
	43
	6
	

	10
	B
	6
	82
	8
	4
	

	11
	D
	7
	7
	2
	83
	

	12
	A
	50
	7
	39
	4
	Only the patella is located in the ‘stifle’ joint (answer A).

	13
	B
	33
	15
	7
	44
	The key part of the question referenced the deep digital flexor tendon, which made ‘thoroughpin’ (answer B) the only correct answer. ‘Curb’ (answer A) is also a condition of the hock, but that impacts the plantar ligament. 

	14
	A
	49
	17
	14
	20
	

	15
	D
	2
	10
	20
	68
	

	16
	A
	54
	13
	15
	18
	

	17
	D
	0
	1
	0
	99
	

	18
	C
	32
	29
	38
	1
	

	19
	B
	0
	50
	43
	7
	‘Ringbone’ (answer C) is incorrect, although it can be associated with long sloping pasterns; but it is caused by chronic arthritic change, not typically from workload pressure.

	20
	A
	95
	0
	0
	5
	


Section B  Short-answer questions
Question 1a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	Average

	%
	33
	67
	0.7


Expected response:
	  1	 2
  1	 2
	or
	   2	 1
   2	 1


Some responses suggested confusion between pace and trot.
Question 1b. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk216353296]Marks
	0
	1
	Average

	%
	16
	84
	0.8


Expected response: standardbred or Icelandic


Question 2 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	18
	6
	29
	14
	32
	2.4


Two appropriate nutritional strategies were required with a relevant feed example for each.
Expected response:
	Nutritional strategy
	Examples of feed

	easily chewable/softening
	soaked/mashed hay pellets, senior feeds, beet pulp, beet feeds

	easily digestible feeds
	micronised/extruded feeds, boiled feeds

	high-calorie / nutrient-dense diet / increased fat
	adding oils (e.g. canola or rice bran), stabilised rice bran

	frequent small meals
	more than two meals a day in small quantities

	adequate protein and vitamins
	senior-specific feeds

	forage alternatives
	chopped hay or soaked hay, fibre

	additional vitamins and minerals
	supplements for senior-specific feeds

	increased alternate fibre / short chain fibre / easily digestible fibre
	soaked hay cubes, hay pellets, beet pulp, lucerne hay


Some responses used examples of feed, such as fibre or protein, without explaining the strategy. The strategies needed to be relevant to the stem, for example, ‘Easy to chew as has dental issues’.
Question 3
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	52
	15
	32
	0.8


Expected response:
A sloping vulva allows bacteria / air / pooling urine / manure to enter a mare’s reproductive tract, increasing the risk of uterine infections. These infections/irritations/contaminations create an unhealthy environment, making it harder for a mare to conceive or maintain pregnancy.
Students needed to discuss the angle or structure as well as the impact of infection/irritation/contamination. Students seemed to either know what a sloping vulva was and gave a good description, or lacked knowledge and gave an incorrect response.


Question 4 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	29
	37
	34
	1.1


Expected response:
gait abnormality: a short stride / under-tracking / not tracking up / lameness
undesirable gait: a horse cannot track up / engage; increased concussion, horse is in pain, which causes a choppy, uneven gait
Some students focused on conformation faults rather than gait.
Question 5a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	17
	41
	42
	1.2


Expected response was any two of: 
feed from outside of paddock
reduce competition for food / place feeds apart
scatter lesser amounts of hay to reduce crowding
place feed buckets out before releasing the horses
separate horses before feeding
ask someone else to assist with the feeding
wear personal protective equipment (PPE).
Question 5b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	3
	19
	78
	1.8


Expected response was any two of: 
boots (note: closed-toe shoes are not enough for this scenario)
helmet
gloves
body protector.
PPE needed to be relevant to the scenario. 
There was a cohort of students who answered ‘closed-toe shoes’, which was incorrect for this scenario, but may be correct for animal studies in general. To be marked correct, the students had to answer ‘boots’. Refer to the PPE section in WorkSafe’s Horse stables and track riding safety guidebook, for more information about footwear.


Question 6 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	0
	0
	6
	29
	65
	3.6


Expected response:
	Body system
	Function

	nervous system
	control of all functions

	skeletal system
	provides shape and structure

	respiratory system
	supplies blood with oxygen and removes carbon dioxide

	endocrine system
	produces hormones


Question 7a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	Average

	%
	19
	81
	0.8


Expected response:
The normal capillary refill time of a healthy horse is less than 2 seconds (typically 1–2 seconds).
Question 7b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	Average

	%
	8
	92
	0.9


Expected response:
The normal mucous membrane colour of a healthy horse is salmon pink / light pink.
Question 7c.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	25
	35
	40
	1.1


Expected response:
A horse in shock would have a mucous membrane colour that is pale/white.
A horse with low oxygen levels would have a mucous membrane colour that is blue/purple.
This question was answered well.


Question 8a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	16
	2
	82
	1.7


Expected response:
560 kg, 16.2 hh gelding in light work = 2.56 kg
415 kg, 14.1 hh mare in maintenance = 1.53 kg
Students needed to translate these numbers directly from the feed table to find the range.
Question 8b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	22
	28
	49
	1.3


Expected response:
560 kg, 16.2 hh gelding in light work = 3.33 to 8 scoops
415 kg, 14.1 hh mare in moderate work = 2 to 4 scoops 
Students needed to select one horse, show calculations / working out and provide the correct range for full marks.
Question 8c.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	2
	21
	33
	44
	2.2


Expected response:
The new feed should be introduced over 7–14 days.
Reasons why the approach is important:
to allow the horse’s digestive system to adapt
to prevent digestive system upset 
to prevent colic / prevent diarrhoea / prevent illness 
to see how they respond/react to the feed. 
Most students answered this well.
Question 9a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	1
	14
	84
	1.8


Expected response:
Report the fault to the appropriate supervisor/manager/owner. Explain that this is an injury risk and request that the fence be fixed quickly.

Question 9b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	0
	1
	45
	54
	2.5


Expected response was any three of: 
trip
get caught
escape from paddock
injury.
[bookmark: _Hlk218779456]Responses to this were good – many students gave three different answers; however, some listed two types of injury, despite only one injury being eligible for the mark. 
Question 10a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	43
	35
	22
	0.8


Expected response:
If left untreated, laminitis can lead to rotation of the coffin/pedal bone within the hoof.
This consequence occurs due to inflammation and separation of the laminae.
This was not answered well. Many students were not clear on how laminitis occurs or the consequence. 
Question 10b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	17
	55
	28
	1.1


Expected response was any two of:
high-sugar diet / high-grain diet
obesity
toxicity in the bloodstream (after colic surgery, retained placenta) 
non-weight-bearing lameness in another leg
insulin resistance / high blood sugar / sugar intolerance.
Equine metabolic syndrome (EMS) is not a cause of laminitis, but a horse with EMS is at higher risk of laminitis due to insulin resistance.


Question 10c.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	12
	48
	40
	1.3


Expected response was any two of:
sawhorse stance / leaning back on hind legs to reduce pressure on front feet
reluctance to move 
rocking back on heels / shifting weight either from front to back hooves or front to front hooves
lying down 
pedal/coffin bone dropping through sole
lameness.
Students should have listed the visible signs: digital pulse, heat not visible, etc.
Question 10d.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	16
	43
	41
	1.2


Expected response was any two of:
limit high-sugar feeds/grain/starch
maintain appropriate body weight
increase regular exercise
reduce access to green grass: early spring / early autumn (high sugars)
soak hay to reduce sugars
do not overwork horse on hard ground.
Some students showed a lack of understanding of the cause of the rotation of the pedal bone, confusing the role of inflammation and the tendons. 
Question 11a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	74
	14
	12
	0.4


Expected response:
bone spavin: bony arthritic change in the hock
bog spavin: soft, fluid swelling of the hock joint
Many students did not answer this question well and demonstrated little understanding of the difference between bone and bog spavin. Some students had knowledge of their location but not the difference between the two. 

Question 11b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	Average

	%
	59
	41
	0.4


Expected response: hock
This question was answered poorly overall. Low-scoring responses confused location or generalised them as ‘swellings in the leg’. Many students had a good understanding that spavin was located at the hock but were unclear of what bog and bone spavin were. 
Question 12
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	38
	28
	34
	1


Expected response:
Role: The lymphatic system plays a crucial role in fluid balance, immune function and waste removal. Proper lymphatic function is essential for maintaining circulation and preventing swelling or infection.
Complication: 
Filled legs: If the lymphatic system were impaired, fluid could accumulate in the limbs, causing severe swelling (commonly in the hind legs).
Reduced immunity: The body cannot fight infections effectively. 
Some students confused the lymphatic system with the cardiovascular system.


Question 13 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	31
	19
	16
	20
	14
	1.7


Expected response was any two impacts on soundness:
offset knees:
uneven weight distribution across the hooves, leading to abnormal wear and potential lameness
increased stress on ligaments and tendons, especially the suspensory ligaments, which can lead to strain or injury
higher risk of joint instability, which may cause joint degeneration, arthritis, or other long-term problems
knock knees:
increased pressure on the inside of the joints, leading to joint pain or inflammation
abnormal strain on ligaments, which can lead to tendon or ligament injuries
uneven gait, which can lead to early wear and tear on joints, especially in the knees and hocks
bowed knees:
increased stress on the front of the knee joint and the ligaments supporting it, leading to potential sprains or tears
altered stride mechanics, which can cause muscle fatigue or discomfort over time
increased risk of arthritis due to the unnatural motion and wear on the joint surfaces
open knees:
weaker knee joint structure, making it more susceptible to injury
increased risk of joint instability and inability to properly absorb shock, leading to potential stress fractures or ligament damage
poor shock absorption during impact can cause additional strain on the legs, leading to lameness or early-onset arthritis
back at the knee / calf kneed:
weaker knee joint structure
incorrect loading on knee, significant pressure on the ligaments and tendons behind the knee
over at the knee / bucked knee:
weaker knee joint structure
incorrect loading on knee, significant pressure on the ligaments and tendons behind the knee
stumbling / increased risk of falls
tied in at knee:
compromised strength of the flexor tendons
limited ability to absorb concussion 
increased risk of injury to the leg, tendons and joints.
Correct terms of knee conformation were expected, which some students answered well. There seemed to be a lack of understanding about how those conformation features or faults impacted soundness, which needed to be specific to the fault. To just answer ‘wear and tear’ was not enough. 


Question 14a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	81
	8
	12
	0.3


Expected response:
Pleuropneumonia occurs due to reduced head movement during long-distance travel. This occurs while travelling because a horse is tied with its head up and cannot lower it down. This prevents normal drainage of mucus and bacteria from the respiratory tract. 
Students needed to explain the relationship between the illness and travel and were required to identify the head position as a sign. Students often gave generalised responses that did not answer the question. Commonly, students gave non-specific answers but did not make the connection between horses not being able to lower the head during travel and pleuropneumonia.
Question 14b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	33
	47
	21
	0.9


Expected response was any two of:
high temperature / fever
rapid, shallow breathing / increased heart rate
coughing
abnormal or coloured discharge from nose
lethargy/drowsiness.
Students commonly answered ‘nasal discharge’ as a sign, however some discharge from a horse’s nose is normal; therefore, students needed to detail ‘abnormal’ or ‘coloured’ discharge from the nose to be correct.
Question 14c.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	32
	48
	20
	0.9


Expected response was any two of:
ensuring regular stops / rest breaks where the horse can stretch / lower their head (detail the horse coming off the float / physically move the horse during rest/breaks)
ensuring the horse was well hydrated and in good health before travel
providing wet hay on the floor of float
checking health prior to travel (especially the horse’s temperature)
feeding low / mimic normal grazing / allowing the horse to graze 
ensuring good air quality / good ventilation. 


Question 14d.
	Marks
	0
	1
	Average

	%
	50
	50
	0.5


Expected response: temperature

Overall, questions relating to pleuropneumonia were not answered well. Students demonstrated poor knowledge of this illness, including its signs, symptoms and prevention measures. 
Question 15 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	5
	52
	43
	1.4


Expected response was any two of:
medication dosage
worming dosage
nutritional management / feeding rates
transport safety: tare weight. 
Question 16 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	1
	9
	18
	39
	33
	2.9


Expected response:
	Scenario
	Method of restraint

	A vet castrating a young colt
	sedation/anaesthetic

	A horse being trotted up for a lameness assessment
	rearing bit, head collar, lead rope, bridle, chain

	A mare having a pregnancy ultrasound
	twitch (nose or neck), crush

	A stablehand bandaging the back leg of a horse that kicks
	twitch (nose or neck), holding up a front leg / 
leg hold


This question was answered well overall. Students were able to recognise and name common restraints.


Question 17 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	Average

	%
	1
	43
	56
	1.5


Expected response was any two of:
monitoring a horse with an illness
preventing the spread of disease or infection to healthy animals
quarantining international horses
introducing a horse to a new property / moving properties / moving locations.
Question 18 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	8
	4
	31
	4
	53
	2.9


[bookmark: _Hlk218499093]Expected response was any two of:
Strong hindquarters: Powerful hindquarters are essential for impulsion, jumping ability and stamina, especially in cross-country events where speed and power are crucial.
Sloping shoulder: Helps with smooth, efficient movement, particularly in dressage, and allows the horse to extend its stride easily during jumping and galloping.
Well-proportioned neck: Allows for flexibility in the head and neck, improving balance, collection and communication between rider and horse, particularly during dressage and jumping.
Deep girth: Provides space for the heart and lungs, contributing to good stamina and the ability to maintain a strong, consistent performance in all phases of eventing.
Straight, strong legs: Helps minimise the risk of injury and provides durability for the demanding nature of eventing, especially during cross-country.
Compact/balanced frame: Allows for better agility, quicker reactions, and the ability to adjust easily during tight turns or when jumping obstacles.
Uphill build: For balance, control/lift for jumping, ease of collection for dressage. 
Good bones: Provides durability for the demanding nature of eventing, especially during cross-country.
Strong full chest: Provides room for organs, allows horse to be off forehand, athletic ability for jumping with scope. 
Open gullet: Allows greater airflow for endurance/stamina aspect of cross country, greater connection to bridle/contact. 
Large/open nostrils: Allows greater airflow for the endurance/stamina aspect of cross country.
Short/strong coupling: Ensures strength and stability of the back and engagement of the hindquarters.
High set withers: Aids in the movement over jumps.
Short back: Creates strength and easier for collection.


Question 19 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	29
	33
	28
	7
	2
	1.2


Expected response:
Protein is essential for:
tissue repair
amino acids
regeneration
growth 
maintenance
energy source (but not main/primary source).
Excessive protein in horses can lead to increased water consumption, higher urine output, higher concentration of urea in urine and added strain on the kidneys. It may also contribute to heat production, which can be problematic in hot climates.
Two marks were awarded for two of these points included in the response. No mark was awarded if the student identified muscle development as this was in the stem of the question.
Responses that scored highly identified at least two roles and clearly described a consequence of too much protein. Most students could identify one role that protein played but had difficulty demonstrating an understanding of how protein could be harmful.


Question 20 
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Average

	%
	8
	14
	23
	22
	17
	7
	9
	2.8


Expected response:
	Movement fault
	Conformation features
	Soundness issue

	short/choppy stride
reduced flexibility in the front end
	upright shoulders
	increased stress/concussion on the front legs
increased risk of arthritis: accept specific arthritic problems 

	poor engagement of hindquarters
reduced ability to collect
disunited canter
on the forehand
unbalanced
	long back
	higher risk of back pain/issues
weakness of back
stiffness of hindquarters

	paddling / winging out
shortness in stride
on the forehand
	base wide
	joint stress / increased stress-specific problems accepted (sidebone, splints, ringbone)
soft tissue strains
uneven wear on hooves


High-scoring responses demonstrated a clear chain from conformation → movement → long-term soundness.
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