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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Refer to the VCE Vietnamese Second Language study design and examination criteria and specifications for full details on this study and how it is assessed.
Section 1: Conversation
What students did well
[bookmark: _Hlk178670083]In the 2025 examination, students:
engaged in a general conversation about their personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners. The topics covered included Family, Favourite subjects, Challenging subjects and how to overcome the difficulties, Friends and activities with friends, and Future career, among others 
provided a range of relevant information, ideas and opinions with an appropriate depth; for example, aspects of Vietnamese culture that made a strong impression on them
elaborated on, clarified and defended ideas and opinions; for example, how to solve sibling and parental conflicts
demonstrated an excellent level of understanding by responding readily and communicating confidently, and carrying the conversation forward with spontaneity; for example, giving elaborate answers without waiting for more questions in between
responded confidently and were able to advance the conversation, including the use of appropriate repair strategies as needed; for example, self-correcting mispronounced words or misused compound Sino-Vietnamese vocabulary
used appropriate vocabulary; for example, correctly used compound and sophisticated vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures; for example, correctly used ‘subject + object + verb’ structures, ‘noun + adjective’ structures, questions with question words first, and compound sentences
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo; for example, used correct pronunciation of tonal marks, syllables, intonation, stress and tempo.


Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
ensure adequate preparation for the conversation with relevance, depth and range of information, ideas and opinions. For example, students should be able to support their opinion on what New Year traditions need to be maintained, the differences between the five-fruit tray of different regions, and the principle of the five elements: metal, wood, water, fire and earth
practise answering a range of questions to be able to advance the conversation; for example, practise answering more in-depth questions such as the reasons for different choices of fruit in the three regions of Vietnam
build confidence through practising interactions in the language; for example, practise supplying smooth answers naturally without relying on rote learning
practise using more complex sentence structures and syntax; for example, learn to use complex sentences while answering ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions
practise using repair strategies to advance the conversation when needed; for example, asking assessors to repeat, clarify or rephrase their questions
revise grammar; for example, revise basic syntactic features such as adjectives after nouns and appropriate use of personal pronouns
build vocabulary specific to the student’s personal world and their interactions with the language and culture as learners; for example, vocabulary related to family, subjects in school, career, or Sino-Vietnamese vocabulary
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo. For example, accurate pronunciation of words with tonal marks is essential in oral communication, to avoid misunderstanding. Kỹ sư (engineer) is different from Ký Sự (journal, chronical, report).
Section 2: Discussion
What students did well
In the 2025 examination, students:
clearly introduced the focus of their subtopic, alerting assessors to the image brought to support the discussion of the subtopic. For example, students brought an A4 image of the five-fruit tray to support the discussion of this subtopic
demonstrated in-depth knowledge of their subtopic;, for example, Vietnamese New Year traditions, Vietnamese migrants’ difficulties and success stories
used the image skilfully to support the discussion on the subtopic; for example, by referring to their image during the discussion
engaged in a discussion using relevant information, ideas and opinions
clarified, elaborated on and defended opinions and ideas; for example, some students demonstrated an ability to defend their opinions about New Year taboos or streamlining New Year rituals
communicated effectively with assessors throughout the discussion, including through the use of repair strategies
used appropriate vocabulary; for example, most students were able to accurately use compound nouns and compound adjectives, as well as Sino-Vietnamese vocabulary
used appropriate grammar and sentence structures; for example, syntactically correct compound and complex sentence structures
used appropriate expression, including pronunciation, intonation, stress and tempo.
Areas for improvement
In preparation for the examination, students could:
choose an appropriate subtopic to suit ability and interests and an image that supports discussion about the selected subtopic. A small number of students chose overly narrow subtopics, such as a particular type of food, which limited the scope of the discussion
prepare a wide range and depth of information, ideas and opinions with an original perspective on the subtopic. For example, while many students had prepared a good range of information, ideas and opinions on their selected subtopic, many were not able to extend and develop their ideas during the discussion
avoid listing facts without expressing a point of view or presenting general knowledge as research. For example, some students were not able to express an opinion on whether they believed the New Year traditions should be observed or not
convey information learnt from sources but also express an opinion with an original perspective on the subtopic
use the image to support the discussion on the subtopic
avoid relying on pre-learned responses that do not address an assessor’s question
practise using repair strategies
revise grammar; for example, students should revise the use of connectives to enable the smooth flow of the discussion
build vocabulary specific to the selected subtopic; for example, compound nouns and adjectives, especially Sino-Vietnamese ones, need to be used accurately
practise pronunciation, intonation and stress and tempo; for example, pronunciation of initial consonants l-/n-, r-/g-, and consonant clusters tr-/ch-. The last two reflect regional dialects and have been accepted, without affecting students’ assessment. The mispronunciation of tonal marks, however, can lead to less accurate understanding and affect the quality of students’ communication.
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