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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]Section 1
Part A – Listening and responding in English
This section assessed students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts. Responses that included the relevant and accurate information, and were expressed clearly in Vietnamese, were awarded full marks.
Question 1a.
The retirement village’s management team was worried about the differences in age and physical strength of the two generations.
Question 1b.
[bookmark: _Hlk217991962]They were actively involved in the activities by: 
dancing excitedly to cheerful children’s songs
demonstrating to the children how to soak and water the beans to help them germinate
listening (attentively) to the residents telling folktales.
Question 1c.
The event provided benefits for the kindergarten children by: 
helping them to feel closer / connect and understand more about the older residents
developing their language and communication skills / social skills 
exposing them to the diversity between the cultures and world around them. 
The event provided benefits for older residents by:
supporting them to have fun and maintain a clear mind
motivating them to try new things.


Part B – Listening and responding in Vietnamese 
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Vietnamese. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Vietnamese were awarded full marks. 
Question 2a.
 Benefits of working in Australia:
Cô Lan Anh đã nâng cao kỹ năng và có thêm kinh nghiệm chuyên môn. 
(Ms Lan Anh gained more professional experience because she continued to enhance her skills.) 
Làm việc ở Úc tạo cho cô cơ hội thăng tiến trong nghề nghiệp. 
(It gave her opportunities to advance her career.)
Cô có thêm cơ hội hỗ trợ cho gia đình mình có một cuộc sống tốt hơn/giúp kinh tế gia đình. 
(It enabled her to earn enough money to support her family to have a better life.)
Question 2b.
Working life in Australia: 
Môi trường làm việc thoải mái hơn, chú trọng về tinh thần làm việc nhóm và hợp tác. 
(The working environment was more comfortable, focusing on teamwork and cooperation.)
Dù vẫn có sự tôn trọng đối với cấp trên nhưng cấp dưới được khuyến khích đóng góp ý kiến và tham gia thảo luận các quyết định của cấp trên đưa ra. 
(Although there was still respect for superiors, subordinates were encouraged to contribute their opinions and participate in discussions of decisions made by superiors.) 
Working life in Vietnam:
Hệ thống cấp bậc nơi công sở cho y tá được phân biệt một cách rõ ràng và nghiêm ngặt. 
(The workplace hierarchy for nurses was clearly and strictly differentiated.) 
Sự giao tiếp giữa nhân viên cấp dưới với cấp trên thường mang tính trang trọng. 
(Communication between the lower-level employees and their superiors was often formal.) 
Quy định về trang phục rất nghiêm ngặt. Đồng phục y tá của Lan Anh phải là màu trắng trơn. 
(The dress code was very strict. Lan Anh’s nurse’s uniform had to be plain white.) 
Question 2c.
How Ms Lan Anh strengthened relations with her co-workers:
Cô tích cực tham gia vào các cuộc trò chuyện để hiểu rõ hơn về các đồng nghiệp. 
(She actively engaged in conversations during breaks that helped her to understand her colleagues better.)
Cô tôn trọng ý kiến của các đồng nghiệp và chia sẻ kinh nghiệm của mình để tạo cơ hội học hỏi lẫn nhau. 
(In her daily work, she respected her co-workers' opinions and shared her experiences to create mutual learning opportunities, which helped strengthen her working relationships.) 
Section 2 
Part A – Reading, listening and responding in English
In this part of the examination, students were assessed on their capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of the reading and listening texts. The information presented in the response needed to be relevant to the question.
Many students were able to answer the questions based on the reading text (Questions 3a. and 3d.) and included the information required. However, some students may have had difficulty identifying the information from the listening text (Questions 3b., 3c. and 3d.). 
It was important that students read the questions carefully to ensure that their responses addressed the question comprehensively. Students had to answer the questions in English in this section – therefore, it was strongly advised that students take every opportunity to improve their bilingual vocabulary and word choice skills so that the original meaning was not lost in their translation. In preparation, students should practise identifying and summarising the main points and ideas in the texts.
Question 3a.
The significant contributions of Empress Nam Phuong to Vietnam were: 
continuing to practice different religions after she was married, which promoted religious harmony in Vietnam
participating in charitable activities, such as visiting orphanages and girls’ high schools
encouraging women to access education, which was rare in the feudal period
assisting Emperor Bao Dai to reform the court and modernise the country
advising Emperor Bao Dai on welfare policies for the Vietnamese people.
Question 3b.
Some features of Empress Nam Phuong’s appearance and personal style were wearing: 
[bookmark: _Hlk195639977]the royal ao dai to express elegance and nobility
pearls and other high-class jewellery to match her outfits
western clothing, such as evening dresses and long gowns, during diplomatic ceremonies or reception parties with international delegations
her long hair in a traditional bun or braid, sometimes with a modern light curl for western events.
Question 3c.
	[bookmark: _Hlk215837525]Difficulties and obstacles 
	How Empress Nam Phuong overcame the 
difficulties and obstacles

	Emperor Bao Dai abdicated in 1945 and relocated to France.
	She dealt with the abdication with dignity. She initially stayed behind in Vietnam to take care of her children and family obligations.

	She was raised within western culture and education. It was a challenge to adapt to a traditional Vietnamese marriage.
	She respected traditional royal rituals and the feudal standards of the Nguyễn Dynasty.


Question 3d.
Empress Nam Phuong was held in high regard because she: 
combined traditional Vietnamese manners alongside western modernity
advocated for monogamy in her marriage
broadened Vietnamese people’s knowledge to improve their lives
combined her high education and elegant style – a mix of western and eastern ideals
showed respect through wearing traditional Vietnamese costume
put the country's interests first
educated her children about responsibility and national pride, which was valuable in building respect for Vietnamese culture
showed patience and dedication as a wife and mother. 
Part B – Reading and responding in Vietnamese 
Question 4
Students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus and to address the requirements of the task by conveying the relevant information that was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type. 
The reading text included a visual stimulus. High-scoring responses successfully incorporated information from the visual stimulus in the response. 
Responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected qualities published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and language accuracy; however, language accuracy was considered in the assessment. 
It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit, which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.
Most students understood how to answer this question, though some did not meet the requirements of the task. Students needed to read the stimulus text and write a speech in their own words. Some students did not use the information from the stimulus but used their own ideas for the response. 
Students who scored highly demonstrated the ability to incorporate relevant information and express the content with minimal reliance on the language in the stimulus. These responses also adhered to the requirements of ‘persuasive speech’ and demonstrated an accurate range of grammatical features and vocabulary. Responses that did not score well tended to copy the stimulus text into their answers, and the writing was not well structured. 
The speech could have included the following points from the text:
Lọng bướm là một chiếc dù với khung bằng tre, tán bằng giấy màu và được dán bằng nhựa cây. 
(A butterfly parasol is an umbrella with a bamboo frame, a canopy made of mulberry paper and glued with tree resin.) 
Ngày xưa, lọng bướm được sử dụng làm vật trang trí với ý nghĩa cầu chúc cho sự trường thọ. 
(In the past, butterfly parasols were used as decorations for noble families, symbolising longevity.)
Quy trình làm lọng bướm khá phức tạp, đòi hỏi sự tỉ mỉ, kiên nhẫn và khéo tay. Người làm lọng bắt đầu bằng việc cắt tán dù tròn thành hình dạng chính xác và sơn màu nền lên cả hai mặt lọng. 
(The process of making butterfly parasols was quite complicated, requiring precision, patience and dexterity. The making process started with cutting the round umbrella canopy into a butterfly shape and painting the background colour on both sides of the canopy.) 
Bước tiếp theo là sử dụng chỉ màu sắc khác nhau để đan vào các nan tre bên trong, để tạo sự chắc chắn và đẹp mắt cho sản phẩm. 
(The next step was to use different coloured threads to weave into the inner bamboo slats, which made the product sturdy and beautiful.)
Tùy theo sự sáng tạo và óc thẩm mỹ của từng cá nhân, người làm lọng dùng màu bột pha với keo để trang trí ở mặt trong và ngoài với nhiều họa tiết khác nhau. 
(Depending on the creativity and aesthetic sense of the owner, the parasol maker used powdered colours mixed with glue to decorate the umbrella with a range of motifs.)
Việc làm lọng bướm thể hiện rằng thế hệ trẻ đang trân trọng và bảo tồn các giá trị văn hóa cổ truyền. The activity of making butterfly umbrellas demonstrated that the younger generation appreciated and preserved traditional cultural values.)
The speech could have included the following points from the visual stimulus:
Trên lọng bướm, có hình vẽ/ họa tiết động vật [ví dụ: bươm bướm] và thực vật [ví dụ: hoa cúc, trái na]. 
(On the butterfly parasol, there were drawings of animals [example: butterflies] and plants [example: daisy, custard apple].)
Lọng bướm thường được trang trí theo quy tắc đối xứng, bởi nó cần có đôi mắt tròn và hai chiếc râu. 
(The butterfly parasol was often decorated according to the rule of symmetry as it needed to have a pair of round eyes and two long antennae.)
Section 3 – Writing in Vietnamese 
In this section of the examination, students chose from one of the four questions, which required different writing styles and text types. All four questions were selected by students, in which the most popular was the informative email (Question 5) and the least popular was the imaginative story (Question 7). 
In preparation, students are encouraged to practise writing extended responses in Vietnamese within the specified timeframe as some students did not have enough time to complete their writing task. Students should read the question options carefully to ensure that they understand and are aware of what is required for the task. They also need to ensure that they include the features of the required text type as well as address the specific audience and the purpose of their writing. 
Responses that scored highly were relevant, well structured, detailed and demonstrated fluency and depth. These students demonstrated a strong understanding and command of the Vietnamese language and expressed their ideas with a high level of sophistication, with the ability to manipulate a wide range of grammatical structures relevant to the task. 
[bookmark: _Hlk215897425][bookmark: _Hlk219117385][bookmark: _Hlk215838652]Question 5
Writing style: informative 
Text type: email
Audience: a friend in Vietnam
This was the most popular of the four questions in Section 3, with over a third of students responding to it. 
Students were asked to write to a friend in Vietnam about one of the festivals in their Vietnamese community, and to detail how the activities observed at the festival contribute to the preservation of Vietnamese culture in Australia. 
High-scoring responses understood and addressed the question adequately. These responses not only introduced their friends to one of the yearly festivals in the Vietnamese community but also explained how activities observed at the festival contributed to the preservation of Vietnamese culture in Australia. Many students only recounted the activities at the festival without mentioning their cultural significance.
The email could have included the following points: 
introducing a festival celebrated by the Vietnamese community
describing the festival’s activities and how they contribute to the preservation of culture
providing examples of what made the festival memorable
suggesting the importance of cultural preservation.
[bookmark: _Hlk215899303]Question 6 
Writing style: personal 
Text type: journal entry
Audience: self
This was the second-most popular choice of the four questions, with a third of students responding to it.
Students were asked to write a personal journal entry around a discussion with their careers teacher about how their education and work experiences could influence their future career choices. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219117315]While some students understood the task requirements and produced very good responses, others wrote about their dream jobs, not explaining how their education and work experiences influenced their future career choice. 
The journal entry could have included the following ideas:
reflection on education:
how specific subjects, teachers or school experiences have shaped interests and skills
favourite subjects or key learning moments that influenced career aspirations
Example: ‘Studying literature has made me realise how much I enjoy analysing texts and expressing my ideas through writing.’
work experience and extracurricular activities:
description of work experience, part-time jobs or volunteer work that provided insight into potential careers
explanation of how these experiences confirmed or changed previous career ambitions
Example: ‘Working at a local newspaper during the summer helped me understand the fast-paced world of journalism and made me even more excited about pursuing it as a career.’
future career aspirations:
connecting past experiences to future career goals
expressing doubts, challenges or excitement about their chosen path
Example: ‘I know becoming a doctor won’t be easy, but my passion for helping others and my love for biology make me feel this was the right choice.’
Question 7 
Writing style: imaginative 
Text type: story
Audience: judges of a writing competition
This was the least popular choice of the four questions. 
Students were asked to write an imaginative story about what happened after they saw an amazing advertisement that had changed their life. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219117337][bookmark: _Hlk184713548]High-scoring responses were those that met the requirements of the task. Students should practise more with imaginative writing to improve their skills in developing effective and interesting plots, characters and settings.
Their story could have included the following points:
setting: describing where and how they saw the advertisement
the ad promised a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
despite doubts, they decided to follow the ad’s instructions
describing what they had to do next, including unexpected challenges, obstacles or concerns
climax: 
the ad’s promise was fulfilled in a way they never imagined
life took a dramatic turn
big moment: reaching the final stage
what happened
how this new experience impacted their daily life
how their perspective on life changed
ending hook: leaving the reader with a thought-provoking question or a twist.
Question 8
Writing style: evaluative
Text type: a review
Audience: school magazine readers
Students were asked to write a review evaluating the impact of digital learning on their learning experience. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219117347]High-scoring responses featured an evaluative review and met the requirements of the question content, discussing the impact of digital learning on their personal learning experience. It is recommended that students read the question carefully. Some students only wrote about the impact of digital learning in general without reference to their own learning experience. 
The review could have included the following points:
advantages of digital learning: 
flexibility and convenience 
better organisation and planning
encourages independent learning
challenges/disadvantages of digital learning:
lack of interaction
technical issues and accessibility
distractions and self-discipline
the impact of digital learning on your learning experience.
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