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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. These are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 
The statistics in this report may be subject to rounding, resulting in a total of more or less than 100 per cent.
Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual information. Student responses have been redacted to illustrate the relevant assessed aspects of the response.
Part 1 – Extended responses
The extended responses are directly related to the passages, themes and ideas from the 2025 passages for special study. This part of the examination is almost always from Unit 3 outcomes 1 and 2. Questions 1–3 were worth 10 marks each. All the questions consisted of two or three parts, and each part had marks awarded to it. High-scoring answers addressed each part of the question, clearly signposting the individual parts of the question, and often in separate paragraphs. 
Low-scoring responses did not answer all parts of the question or included non-relevant information or discussion. Setting a time allocation may assist.
Students must show care to respond to the set text they have studied.
Question 1
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Average

	%
	16
	3
	6
	6
	9
	13
	15
	13
	10
	6
	4
	4.8


Qur’an
In Question 1 from the Qur’an section, students were required to use two examples from Surah 19 to outline the concern of Maryam, explain Maryam’s predicament and discuss how her people reacted to her miraculous conception.
The following is from a high-scoring response:
After angel Jibraeel descended by the command of Allah and announced that Maryam would give birth to a child she was concerned of how she could possibly give birth when… After she had given birth her concern changed into how she would return to her village …  Just as Maryam worried, the people of her village upon seeing a baby … began to question how she could possibly have given birth when… However, after Isa spoke on behalf of his mother the people ceased their queries understanding that her son was … 
	
Question 2
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Average

	%
	16
	1
	6
	7
	9
	13
	14
	13
	10
	7
	4
	4.9


John
Students were required to explain why examples of fulfilment of messianic prophecy included in the Passion narrative are used for John’s audience, using two examples and explaining the significance of each example.
The following is an example from a high-scoring response:
There are numerous examples of fulfillment of messianic prophecies in the Passion narrative. Such fulfillments of prophecy were of profound significance … as it communicated to them that their faith … One such prophecy that is fulfilled … is that of the suffering servant (Isaiah 52 and 53) [which] speaks of … Another messianic prophecy that is fulfilled in the passion narrative is that of Zechariah …
Question 3
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Average

	%
	10
	2
	6
	7
	13
	16
	18
	10
	12
	4
	2
	5


Luke
Students were required to explain the significance of Chapter 2 and discuss what the chapter tells us about the Kingdom of God, using two examples to support their response.
The following is an example from a high-scoring response:
Chapter 2, which outlines the birth and childhood of Jesus, significantly underscores the beginning of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, and frames the understanding of his identity … The chapter further emphasises the proclamation of the kingdom of God … The boy Jesus in the temple indicates this understanding … in the role that Jesus plays in promoting the kingdom. The chapter confirms their place within the kingdom …
Question 4
High-scoring responses addressed all three parts of the question.
Many lower-scoring responses provided content and discussion more appropriate to past examination questions.
Some low-scoring responses did not name a theme from the set text, did not name a particular period of history later than the formation of the set text or did not discuss how the later interpretations affected the religious tradition. Some lower-scoring responses provided historical summaries but did not link them to the questions.


Question 4a
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	17
	29
	35
	20
	1.6


The following are examples from high-scoring responses.
Luke
In the early 1900s, the viewpoint of women in society began to shift with the suffrage movement … thus inciting questions within the church about the ability of women … Particularly, in a speech … in 1987 [which stated] …
John
Over time … ideas about Jesus were greatly divided … One proponent of these ideas was Arius, who lived … Arianism was refuted by the Council of Nicaea in 325 CE, in favour of consubstantiality …
Qur’an
During the period of revelation, shirk consisted of idol worship… [but] during the … (8th–13th century), shirk shifted more to grave worship …
Qur’an
Dhabiha was always traditionally done by hand … However, during the late 1700s, the occurrence of the industrial revolution and mass production, automated slaughtering machines were created … Soon many Muslim countries … adopted this … which required further analysis [for] alignment with Islamic beliefs.
Question 4b 
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	23
	28
	30
	19
	1.5


The following are examples from high-scoring responses.
Luke
The parable of the good Samaritan forms the foundation of social justice … a model of faith … a modern [interpretation] to promote the ideal of human dignity.
John
[Based on John’s Prologue] Arius justified his idea by saying that … The Council of Nicaea disagreed, and emphasised consubstantiality in the Nicene Creed, as Jesus said he was one with the Father (10:30).
Qur’an
The Qur’an details the theme of shirk, by stating that Allah is One (2:163), and not to commit shirk … Abdul Wahhab from the 17th Century used qiyas to interpret grave worship as shirk …


Question 4c
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	20
	22
	29
	21
	8
	1.8


The following are examples from high-scoring responses.
Luke
Various changes within the Catholic Church resulted from the reinterpretation of social justice … sought to work with economic systems … the reinterpretation of social justice has led to continued efforts for political [and economic] justice.
John
This teaching significantly affected the religious tradition as it moved the church to clarify its teaching … adoptionism was denounced as heretical … reaffirming that Jesus is fully God and fully man.
Qur’an
Due to scholars’ interpretation of shirk and providing [new] understanding for Muslims … believers are thus able to reflect on the various forms of shirk that emerge and understand the various ways they may fall into such acts of … shirk. 
Part 2 – Exegetical response
Questions 5–7
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	%
	2
	0.7
	0.9
	0.2
	0.5
	0.9
	0.7
	1
	2
	2
	3
	3
	3
	5
	4
	4



	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	Average

	5
	6
	7
	6
	5
	4
	4
	5
	6
	4
	4
	5
	4
	2
	2
	18.2


The mean mark for the exegetical response was 18 out of a possible 30 marks. Approximately 45 per cent achieved 20 or more marks, and 46 per cent achieved 10 to 19 marks.
High-scoring responses demonstrated: 
a confident grasp of the required exegetical elements – context, literary analysis, themes, significance for original receivers or audience of the selected excerpts
solid knowledge of a range of scholars, and an ability to integrate commentary meaningfully, rather than simply quoting or listing
an exploration of textual layers with nuance, demonstrating understanding not only of the surface meaning but also of broader thematic, structural and theological implications.
Lower-scoring responses included:
sections of the exegetical exercise that were not completed
references or comparisons to other writings or scholarly opinion not relevant to the passage being analysed
references to other passages from the set text, which did not add to understanding of the context nor the analysis of the passage
sections from the passage that were misquoted, or analysis of ideas not found in the passage.
Part 3 – Essay
	Mark
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	%
	3
	0.4
	1
	1
	0.9
	2
	3
	4
	2
	3
	4
	2
	4
	4
	4
	5



	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	Average

	5
	5
	5
	6
	5
	2
	4
	2
	4
	4
	3
	5
	4
	2
	2
	16.6


The marks allocated for the essay component of the examination remains stable from year to year, with the average mark for the essay questions this year 16 out of a possible 30 marks. Approximately 37 per cent achieved 20 marks or more; 44 per cent achieved between 10 and 19 marks.
High-scoring responses usually included:
discussion directly relevant to the question, including addressing key terms and theological concepts in the question
discussion of all parts of the question, including whether the examples or evidence were from the set text or excerpts, and the correct number of examples as nominated by the question
skilful scholarly opinion, including direct quotes from scholars
clear signposting or ‘topic sentences’ in the style used in English essays, used to structure the discussion of the question.
Lower-scoring responses included:
discussion that did not answer all sections of the question
apparent misinterpretation of key terms, which led to inaccurate responses
references to other writings and scholars that were not directly relevant to the question
apparent use of prepared answers, without reference to the actual question
brief, or repetitive and sometimes lengthy, responses without addressing the question
responses answering sections of the examination paper that did not apply to the relevant tradition.
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