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Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual information.
This report provides sample answers or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.
The statistics in this report may be subject to rounding resulting in a total more or less than 100 per cent.
Section A
Question 1
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	2
	7
	38
	53
	2.4


Students were required to describe a specific Indigenous peoples’ relationship with an outdoor environment prior to European colonisation.
High-scoring responses identified a specific group and named an environment, providing detailed examples of cultural practices, land use and connections to Country that demonstrated custodianship and deep ecological knowledge.
Lower-scoring responses: 
used generic environments without specific detail
referred to post-colonisation practices
gave vague or broad statements. 


The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
The Wathaurong nations relationship with the Geelong/Bellarine region before colonisation (60,000 years ago) was one of deep cultural and spiritual connection, perceiving themselves as custodians. They viewed the land as a mother that would care for and protect them. By living semi-nomadic lifestyles they would gather the Murrnong Daisy slightly inland of Geelong’s Eastern beach, they would only take as much Murrnong as they need, and would replant the bulbs for future harvest. This ensured they didn’t deplete resources, making their method sustainable and less impactful on the environment, showing the symbiotic relationship the indigenous had.
Question 2
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Average

	%
	3
	3
	8
	17
	20
	22
	27
	4.2


Students were required to use the time periods provided to outline non-Indigenous peoples’ relationships with the Yarra River as shown in Images A, B and C.
High-scoring responses linked each image to the correct historical period and described how non-Indigenous peoples perceived, interacted with and used the river at that time.
Lower-scoring responses: 
did not link the outline of each relationship directly to each image
applied the wrong historical time period to an image
outlined Indigenous relationships instead of non-Indigenous relationships
provided broad comments without referring to visual details in the images.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Image A
This image of the Yarra in early colonisation signifies that settlers were drawn to coastal and river environments where they felt familiar. Their perception was that the land was unowned and therefore a land of opportunity, somewhere to be developed, farmed (you can see farmland in this image) and ‘improved’ according to European ideals.
Image B
This image shows a large sailboat coming into a the Yara River. This would have connected with the rapid increase in population during the pre-Federation period, particularly influenced by the gold rush. The ships represent merchants and gold seekers arriving into the ports before travelling onwards to regions such as Ballarat and Bendigo. This demonstrates a relationship in which the river was viewed as a gateway to economic opportunity and national expansion.
Image C
This image reflects the significant population growth and industrialisation of Melbourne with large buildings and a smog line of pollution evident. Development along the river illustrates a perception of the environment as a resource to support infrastructure, industry and national progress. It highlights how the Yarra was increasingly modified to facilitate urban growth and economic development.


Question 3a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	10
	16
	32
	42
	2.1


Students were required to use a specific example to describe how a pre-1990 historical environmental campaign began.
High-scoring responses identified a correct campaign and selected a specific example of the campaign’s origins using accurate dates, key events, locations and organisations involved.
Lower-scoring responses: 
did not include specific historical details such as dates, people, organisations or places
selected post-1990 campaigns, which did not meet the requirements
gave general statements about environmental concern instead of explaining how the campaign began
mixed up the campaign’s origins with later actions or outcomes
provided limited or inaccurate historical context.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Franklin River campaign:
The Franklin River campaign began in 1978 when the Tasmanian Hydro-Electric Commission announced plans to construct a new dam on a remote river in Tasmania’s South-West. Following the earlier 1976 flooding of Lake Pedder, public opinion was divided, and concern grew over further environmental loss. The Tasmanian Wilderness Society (TWS) emerged as key leaders in opposing the proposal.
Question 3b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	19
	17
	26
	23
	14
	2.0


Students were required to evaluate the effectiveness of the environmental campaign described in Question 3a in influencing a government or political party prior to 1990.
High-scoring responses presented a clear evaluative judgement supported by specific evidence, demonstrating how the campaign shaped political decisions or policies.
Lower-scoring responses: 
used post-1990 examples, which did not meet the requirements
described campaign events instead of evaluating its influence on governments or political parties
provided an overall judgement that merely restated earlier points rather than adding insight
did not identify which government or political party was influenced
failed to link the campaign’s impact to specific policy changes, decisions or reforms.


The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Franklin River campaign:
The Franklin River campaign succeeded in gaining widespread support across Tasmania and nationally, significantly influencing the outcome of the 1983 federal election, which resulted in the Labor Party under Prime Minister Bob Hawke coming to power. The new federal government subsequently moved to protect the Franklin by seeking World Heritage listing, and in July 1983, the High Court ruled in favour of the Commonwealth’s authority to prevent the dam from proceeding, overruling the Tasmanian Liberal Government’s pro-dam stance.
Overall, the Franklin River campaign was highly effective, as it not only protected the river but also shifted national environmental awareness and prompted future governments to adopt policies recognising their responsibilities to the environment.
Question 4a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	30
	19
	18
	34
	1.6


Students were required to explain the process for a group to become a Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP).
High-scoring responses explained how groups progress through formal custodianship pathways, demonstrating required criteria rather than simply listing the roles of a RAP. Supporting information regarding the key knowledge point associated with RAPs can be found on the VCAA Outdoor and Environmental Studies page, in the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document. 
Lower-scoring responses: 
identified features only, rather than explaining how the recognition process works
gave vague statements without a detailed explanation on what groups must demonstrate, such as right people, right country or organisational capability
did not recognise that RAP status is granted through formal legal pathways, including native title, Recognition and Settlement Agreements (R&S), or assessment under the Act
confused RAP registration with general cultural heritage protocols or land management activities.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
To become a Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP), a group must follow a formal recognition pathway under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic) or similar and demonstrate key criteria. They must show they are the Right People, meaning they represent all Traditional Owners with rights to that Country, and demonstrate Right Country through a continuous connection and agreed boundaries. They must also have clear decision-making structures, show organisational capability to manage cultural heritage responsibilities, and be incorporated to act legally on behalf of the group. For example, Djarra became the RAP for Dja Dja Wurrung Country by consulting with Traditional Owners, agreeing on boundaries, establishing decision-making processes and registering an incorporated entity.


Question 4b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Average

	%
	23
	8
	14
	15
	15
	12
	14
	2.8


Students were required to discuss how a Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) could influence both economic and conservation relationships with an outdoor environment they had visited or studied.
High-scoring responses addressed both relationship types and clearly linked their discussion to the chosen RAP and environment.
Lower-scoring responses: 
described only one relationship type
explained RAP roles rather than how their actions influence relationships with the environment
gave generic statements without naming a specific RAP or specific environment
discussed cultural values without linking to economic outcomes (for example, employment, bush foods or tourism) or conservation outcomes (for example, restoration or species recovery)
did not show actual impact, such as stating a RAP ‘works with Parks Victoria’ without explaining how this changes economic or conservation relationships.
The following are examples of high-scoring student responses.
Example 1:
The Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation could influence the economic interactions with the Barmah National Park by using the King Fisher Cruise. Through viewing the Murray as a resource to make monetary gain, the Eco-tourism service can provide Indigenous knowledge and understanding, to educate society on matters such as the health of the river through Indicator species. The conservationists will endorse this sentiment furthering their understanding of environmental Indicators such as the Broad Shelled Turtle in the Murray. Where the Indigenous Elders guiding these tours can utilise the money to fund further conservation in the National Park, such as conducting data collections on the species population of Broad Shelled Turtle. Using modern scientific evidence and data collection the Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation can prove their legitimacy in being able to manage Barmah, potentially leading to an extension of the National Park, and additional funds to preserve its natural value.
Example 2:
The Gunaikurnai Land and Water Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC) has influenced the economic relationship between Wanders Boat Tours at Norman Beach in Wilsons Promontory by promoting an understanding of the environment as something that must be cared for and protected. As a result, Wanders Boat Tours has reduced its carbon emissions by transitioning to solar-powered boats and incorporating Indigenous culture and perspectives into their tours. These changes have led to a reduction in CO₂ emissions, helping to mitigate the impacts of climate change at Norman Beach, while also increasing awareness and understanding of Gunaikurnai culture, values, and beliefs among visitors.
Furthermore, GLaWAC has also influenced the conservation relationship of Parks Victoria rangers, who now view the land at Tidal River in Wilsons Promontory as something that must be actively protected and preserved. This has resulted in collaboration between GLaWAC and Parks Victoria rangers, including the use of cultural burning practices (cool burns) at Tidal River to reduce undergrowth and manage invasive species such as bracken fern. The effects of these practices include a reduction in the frequency and intensity of bushfires, as well as an increase in native biodiversity through the removal of bracken fern, which can smother native plant species.


Question 5a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Average

	%
	13
	6
	13
	20
	22
	27
	3.1


Students were required to describe one method that each group could use to influence decision-makers about the proposed ban on private vehicles in the CBD.
High-scoring responses identified a valid method for both Liveable Cities and Keep Us Moving, and explained how each method could influence council decision-making using details from the stimulus.
Lower-scoring responses: 
identified a method without explaining how it influences decision-makers
failed to use information from the stimulus, such as environmental or business concerns
suggested violent or unlawful actions, which did not attract marks
provided actions that do not meaningfully influence decisions (for example, generic online complaining)
confused methods used by groups with processes used to resolve conflicts (covered in Question 5b).
Acceptable methods included:
non-violent protest
formal petitions
scientific research and presenting reports
media or social media campaigns
use of prominent or influential people
forming partnerships
letter writing
lobbying or meeting with decision-makers.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Liveable Cities could commission could use research and evidence to demonstrate the environmental and social benefits of removing cars from the CBD. These experts could draw on data from international cities that have successfully implemented similar bans, supporting the group’s argument that improved air quality, safer streets and enhanced liveability justify the proposal. This method can influence decision-makers by providing credible, research-based justification for the ban.
Keep Us Moving could create a formal petition using a platform such as Change.org to gather support from local business owners and residents who are concerned about the economic impacts of the proposed ban. The petition could include personal statements outlining how reduced access for private vehicles may affect deliveries, customer traffic and property values. Presenting this petition to council decision-makers demonstrates community concern and may influence them to reconsider or modify the proposal.


Question 5b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	34
	11
	16
	24
	16
	1.8


Students were required to evaluate one process that could be used to resolve the conflict between Liveable Cities and Keep Us Moving regarding the proposed CBD vehicle ban.
High-scoring responses identified a formal decision-making process, explained how it works and provided a clear evaluative judgement about its effectiveness for resolving this specific conflict.
Lower-scoring responses: 
described the process without offering an evaluation of its effectiveness
selected processes that were not formally recognised in environmental decision-making
gave generic strengths or weaknesses that were not applicable to the CBD vehicle ban context
failed to link the process to how it could help reach a resolution for both groups or for council decision-makers.
Acceptable decision-making processes included:
community consultation
an environmental effects statement
a referendum
the court system / litigation
legislation
a management plan.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Community consultation could be used to resolve the conflict. A strength of this process is that it is a non-biased, government-funded investigation that considers the social, economic and environmental impacts of the proposal. It invites submissions from a wide range of stakeholders, including business owners, residents, scientists and interest groups, ensuring that multiple perspectives are considered. A committee of five members compiles these submissions into a report with recommendations that can guide parliamentary discussion and decision-making.
However, community consultation can be time-consuming and costly, and not all stakeholders may feel equally represented in the final recommendations.
Overall, community consultation is effective as it promotes transparency, encourages compromise and can provide a basis for a balanced outcome that considers the needs of both groups involved in the conflict.
Question 5c.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	30
	4
	17
	16
	33
	2.2


Students were required to propose how two federal political parties or representatives might respond to the proposed CBD vehicle ban.
High-scoring responses referenced two correct, current Australian political parties or federal representatives and provided plausible, policy-aligned responses that reflected their recent priorities and positions.


Lower-scoring responses: 
referred to incorrect, outdated or non-existent political parties or representatives
misrepresented party positions or attributed policies to the wrong party
gave responses that were not grounded in current federal political discourse
provided vague statements without proposing a clear stance, action or policy direction
discussed only one party or representative.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
The Greens would be likely to support the proposal to ban cars from the CBD. This aligns with their broader emissions reduction agenda, including their Net Zero by 2035 target. They would emphasise the environmental benefits of reduced carbon emissions and improved air quality, and may propose expanded bike lane infrastructure and enhanced public transport options as practical solutions to support the transition.
The Liberal Party may adopt a more economically driven position, emphasising the importance of private vehicle access for business activity within the CBD. They might highlight concerns raised by local businesses in the stimulus regarding deliveries, customer access and property values. Given the absence of a fixed Net Zero policy timeframe, they may focus on maintaining or improving parking availability and consulting directly with CBD business owners in order to support economic growth and gain voter support.
Question 6
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	15
	15
	39
	31
	1.9


Students were required to describe one national strategy that could address rising ocean heat, using the graph to support their response.
High-scoring responses described a valid national-level strategy, explained how it could reduce greenhouse gas emissions and explicitly linked it to the upward trend shown in the graph.
Lower-scoring responses: 
did not make a clear and detailed reference to the graph, which was essential for full marks
chose strategies that were not national in scale, such as state or local strategies
suggested actions unrelated to climate change or ocean heat
failed to link the strategy to reduced emissions, the driver of global warming and ocean heating.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
A national strategy that could address rising ocean heat is the federal government’s Climate Change Act 2022, which includes significant investment in upgrading Australia’s electrical grid to support greater storage and distribution of renewable energy such as wind and solar. Increasing renewable energy capacity reduces reliance on coal-fired electricity, which is a major source of carbon emissions. Lowering carbon emissions slows global warming and reduces the rate at which oceans absorb excess heat.
The graph shows a steady increase in global ocean heat content from 1960 to 2023, with the rise becoming much more pronounced after 1970. If this trend continues, coral ecosystems such as the Great Barrier Reef may face further bleaching and potential collapse. Transitioning to renewable energy at a national scale directly targets the cause of this trend by reducing atmospheric greenhouse gases.


Question 7
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	21
	21
	35
	23
	1.6


Students were required to use a specific outdoor environment to explain how social and environmental sustainability are interdependent. High-scoring responses showed how improvements in one pillar supported or depended on the other within the chosen environment.
Lower-scoring responses: 
described the pillars separately rather than explaining their interdependence
gave definitions only, without applying them to a specific environment
focused solely on social or environmental sustainability
provided generic statements without real examples of ecological, community or wellbeing benefits.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
‘The Cape’ eco-village at Cape Paterson reserves 50% of its land for native habitats, including heathlands, wetlands and coastal sand dunes. These areas support biodiversity by providing habitat for species such as wallabies, parrots and wombats, demonstrating strong environmental sustainability. These restored environments also enhance social sustainability, as residents can spend time in natural surroundings that support mental health, relaxation and community wellbeing. In addition, plants such as tea-tree, which grows naturally in the area, have medicinal properties that can help relieve symptoms of colds and flu.
Together, these examples show how protecting the environment also improves human health and wellbeing, making social and environmental sustainability interdependent.
Question 8
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	14
	9
	27
	26
	24
	2.4


Students were required to analyse the impact of one environmental threat (other than climate change) on both society and outdoor environments.
High-scoring responses demonstrated clear cause and effect links, showing how the threat has led to specific environmental impacts and how those impacts have affected communities (society).
Lower-scoring responses: 
described the environmental threat rather than analysing how it has caused specific environmental impacts
failed to address both society and the outdoor environment
selected climate change as an environmental threat, despite it being excluded.
Environmental threats specified in the study design included:
land degradation
introduced species
urbanisation
climate change
flood
fire.


The following are examples of high-scoring student responses.
Example 1:
Fire as an environmental threat that has had significant impact in Bunyip State Park, particularly during the 2019–20 fire season, when lightning strikes ignited a fire that burned more than 60% of the park. The ignition led to extensive vegetation loss, which reduced habitat availability for native species and disrupted ecological food webs. At the same time, the heat from the fire triggered the germination of certain native species, such as eucalypts and banksias. 
The same fire generated substantial societal impacts. The destruction of environmental assets, such as forests, exposed nearby communities to greater risk, leading to the loss of homes, fencing and farmland. Smoke generated by the fire affected human health, contributing to respiratory problems. The large-scale damage to both environment and personal property also generated long-term stress, anxiety and trauma for residents.
Example 2:
The introduction of invasive species such as hog deer at Tidal River has had a negative impact on the environment. The effects of this include increased soil erosion and soil compaction caused by the hog deer’s hard hooves, which damage fragile soils and vegetation. In addition, hog deer reduce habitat availability for native bird species, such as the grey galah, as antler rubbing on trees damages branches and strips bark that would normally be used for shelter and nesting.
Hog deer have also had negative impacts on society at Tidal River. The effects on society include a decrease in the conservation and aesthetic value of the area due to environmental degradation. Furthermore, the presence and behaviour of hog deer can disturb visitors, reducing the overall visitor experience at Tidal River.
Question 9
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	Average

	%
	5
	3
	8
	14
	23
	25
	21
	4.0


Students were required to use two different observable characteristics to describe the health of a specific outdoor environment, and to recommend one solution to improve its health.
High-scoring responses used correct study design terminology (for example, ‘water quality’ and ‘species biodiversity’) and linked the recommended solution directly to the issues identified.
Lower-scoring responses: 
did not include a strong reference to a specific outdoor environment, which was required for full marks 
only named an area (for example, Wilsons Promontory); to achieve full marks, students also needed to use details of a place that is part of this area 
used characteristics that were too general or not aligned with the study design (e.g. ‘water’ instead of ‘water quality’)
provided a vague solution that did not apply to the environment the student had referenced. 
Observable characteristics from the study design included:
water quality 
air quality
soil quality
species biodiversity
ecosystem biodiversity.


The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
At Lake Bellfield in the Grampians, water quality provides strong evidence of good environmental health. The lake showed low turbidity and no visible contaminants. Water quality sampling identified mayflies and stoneflies, which are known indicator species that only survive in high-quality water conditions. Their presence demonstrates a healthy water quality.
A second observable characteristic was species biodiversity in and around Halls Gap. The area supported a wide range of eucalyptus species, as well as wildlife such as cockatoos, kangaroos, emus and wombats. Within the lake itself, both brown and rainbow trout were present and appeared to be breeding successfully, further indicating strong ecosystem function and overall environmental health.
A recommended solution to further improve Lake Bellfield’s health is to reduce the scale of school paddling activities. During observations, large groups were seen damaging riverbanks and leaving rubbish, which could negatively affect waterbirds, macroinvertebrates and fish species. Limiting or better regulating these activities would reduce pressure on the lake’s edges, helping native species to feed, breed and thrive with fewer disturbances.
Question 10a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	10
	10
	22
	21
	37
	2.6


Students were required to describe one Indigenous peoples’ land management strategy and one non-Indigenous peoples’ land management strategy appropriate for the new 10-hectare park.
High-scoring responses clearly described actions using current land management terminology and examples relevant to the past decade.
Lower-scoring responses: 
used outdated or incorrect terminology instead of contemporary practices (for example, cultural burning, co-management and cultural site protection)
described general roles or values rather than a specific strategy
confused land management strategies with individual or community actions (assessed in Question 10b)
did not link the strategies to the context of the new park, particularly its location beside farmland
described only one group’s strategy rather than both.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Indigenous peoples’ strategy:
The local RAP of the park could work in collaboration with Parks Victoria and the CFA to perform cool burns at the park. This will help regerminate the land and reduce undergrowth at the 10-hectre park which will reduce the frequency and intensity of bushfires. In addition, the cool burns will also remove and manage invasive species such as the Bracken Fern which smother native flora, thus improving biodiversity at the park.
Non-Indigenous peoples’ strategy:
The local council and Parks Victoria could use facility management to maintain the park. They would do this by ensuring the public spaces for walking and the paths for bike riding are maintained. This will reduce visitor impacts on the environments as there will be a decrease in habitat destruction and fragmentation caused by the creation of new paths.


Question 10b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	Average

	%
	36
	17
	29
	19
	1.3


Students were required to evaluate one community action that could support the health of the new 10-hectare park. To access full marks, students needed to select a community action listed in the study design and provide an evaluative judgement supported by strengths and/or limitations. Strong responses acknowledged the context of the stimulus, particularly that the park adjoins private farmland, and explained how the community action could influence the health of the park.
Community actions from the study design included:
regenerative farming
Trust for Nature
Landcare
community groups such as ‘Friends of …’.
Lower-scoring responses: 
did not recognise that some community actions, Trust for Nature and regenerative farming can only be implemented on private land, meaning that students needed to explain how these actions occurring adjacent to the park could still influence the park’s health
described the action without offering an evaluation (for example, strengths, limitations and overall judgement)
selected actions that were not included in the study design or referred to individual actions instead of community actions
gave overly general statements such as ‘it helps the environment’ without linking actions to specific ecological outcomes for the park
did not connect the action to the new park context, including its adjacency to farmland and the need to protect biodiversity.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
A community action that could support the health of the new park is regenerative farming on the adjoining private farmland. Regenerative farming focuses on improving soil health through practices such as using organic fertilisers, minimising soil disturbance, and revegetating boundary areas. These changes can reduce nutrient runoff into the park, lowering the risk of water pollution and supporting native species’ habitat quality. Improved soil structure and increased vegetation cover along the park boundary would also help create a wildlife corridor, strengthening ecological connectivity between the farm and the park.
Question 11
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Average

	%
	34
	9
	10
	18
	18
	11
	2.1


Students were required to compare two individual actions that could be used to sustain a specific outdoor environment.
High-scoring responses provided at least two clear comparison points, used explicit comparative language, and linked both actions to a relevant outdoor environment or environmental issue.


Individual actions from the study design included:
environmental activism 
environmental advocacy 
ethical and sustainable consumerism
green home design. 
Lower-scoring responses: 
described two actions without making multiple comparisons
included only one similarity or difference (at least two were required for full marks)
chose actions not listed in the study design, or confused individual actions with community actions
failed to link the actions to a specific outdoor environment
repeated the same comparison point instead of offering distinct comparative insights.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Ethical and Sustainable consumerism refers to Australians switching their consumption to more environmentally and responsibly sourced goods and services. This includes practicing zero waste principals, changing energy consumption habits and buying local and seasonal produce such as buying from local farmers at the Cranbourne Farmers Market. However, green home design refers to creating structures using processes that are environmentally friendly and resource efficient. This includes building with recycled and non-toxic materials, installing energy efficient compliances and installing water recycling systems such as the wastewater recycling system found at Cranbourne Botanic Gardens. Green home design would have a bigger impact on the Cranbourne Botanic Gardens as it will reduce climate change more as green home design has a bigger impact on an individual’s carbon footprint compared to ethical and sustainable consumerism. Although, ethical and sustainable consumerism is easier to implement compared to green home design as it is cheaper to switch what products you buy compared to investing thousands into solar panels or water recycling systems.
Question 12a.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Average

	%
	14
	17
	26
	20
	21
	2.2


Students were required to describe the two Acts or conventions that they selected from the list provided.
High-scoring responses accurately outlined the purpose, scope and key functions of each Act or convention, without modifying titles or adding incorrect information.
Lower-scoring responses: 
rewrote or altered the title of the Act or convention, which did not attract marks
gave vague descriptions without explaining the purpose or specific mechanisms of the Act or convention
mixed features of different Acts or incorrectly attributed responsibilities (for example, suggesting that the Ramsar Convention manages national parks)
described how the Act or convention would be applied (assessed in Question 12b) instead of describing what it was
provided broad statements such as ‘it protects the environment’ without referring to specific functions, such as action statements, threatened species listings or international obligations.


The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 (Vic)
The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 provides Victoria’s legal framework for conserving biodiversity. It includes requirements for the development of action statements, which outline the status of threatened species or communities, the key threats they face and the actions needed to support their recovery. The Act also strengthens processes for identifying critical habitats and managing threats across Victoria.
Ramsar Convention (international treaty, 1971)
The Ramsar Convention is an international treaty focused on protecting wetlands of international importance. Its primary aim is to ensure that migratory waterbirds have access to the breeding and feeding sites needed for their survival. Wetlands designated as Ramsar sites receive international recognition and support, helping local and national authorities implement stronger conservation and management measures.
Question 12b.
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Average

	%
	25
	14
	19
	20
	14
	9
	2.1


Students were required to compare the effectiveness of their two selected Acts or conventions in managing the Eastern Wilderness Walk.
High-scoring responses identified similarities and/or differences in effectiveness and discussed themes such as scope, reach, protections offered and relevance to the environmental threats highlighted in the stimulus.
Lower-scoring responses: 
rewrote the stimulus information instead of analysing how the Acts or conventions could manage the walk
relied on the use of comparative signposting words without discussing the actual similarities or differences
did not link the legislation or convention to the specific management needs of the Eastern Wilderness Walk
provided two separate evaluations rather than a comparison
assumed an Act or convention applied beyond its scope (for example, Ramsar protecting all ecosystems)
focused on the purpose of the Acts (covered in Question 12a) instead of their effectiveness in this scenario.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Act 2019 (Vic) (FFGAA) could be highly effective in managing the Eastern Wilderness Walk because it already lists cinnamon fungus as a threatening process. This means rangers can access detailed information, action statements and guidance on mitigation strategies directly relevant to one of the key threats identified in the stimulus. The FFGAA also covers a wide range of threatened species and ecological communities, providing broad support across different parts of the walk, not just wetlands.
Similarly, the Ramsar Convention could provide significant protection to the wetlands along the Eastern Wilderness Walk. If these wetlands meet the criteria for designation as a wetland of International Importance, Ramsar listing could strengthen management obligations, require monitoring of waterbird habitat and elevate the profile of the area in national and international conservation efforts. This could enhance long-term protection for wetland-dependent species.
A key difference in effectiveness is the scope of each instrument. The Ramsar Convention is limited to wetlands; its influence would not extend to forested areas or other biomes affected by threats such as cinnamon fungus or fox predation. In contrast, the FFGAA applies across all Victorian ecosystems, giving it a broader and more flexible reach.
Overall, the FFGAA would likely be more effective at managing the Eastern Wilderness Walk because it directly addresses threatening processes already impacting the environment and provides statewide mechanisms to protect biodiversity. The Ramsar Convention is highly effective within wetlands but has more limited relevance outside those areas.
Section B
Question 1
	Marks
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	Average

	%
	7
	1
	3
	4
	6
	7
	10
	10
	10
	10
	9
	7
	7
	5
	3
	3
	7.6


Extended response commentary – Question 1 
This question required students to discuss how Australians have participated in outdoor recreation during the Post-Federation period and in the last decade, explain how recreation supports individual physical and emotional wellbeing, analyse how changes in recreational activities have had an impact on outdoor environments, and use primary and secondary data from at least two outdoor environments.
To achieve a high score, students needed to demonstrate a clear knowledge of historical shifts in recreation since the Post-Federation period and accurately link these shifts to contemporary recreation patterns. Students were required to explain wellbeing benefits with relevant examples and use appropriate terminology to discuss how participation supports physical and emotional health. Responses needed to be well structured, use specific detail rather than general statements, and demonstrate a clear understanding of both historical and contemporary recreational contexts.
Higher-scoring responses: 
showed a sound understanding of participation changes over time, although many students only provided limited examples of recreation activities during Post-Federation
clearly explained wellbeing benefits with relevant examples
used primary data effectively to describe environmental impacts.
Lower-scoring responses: 
described recreation activities in this past decade only
referenced only one outdoor environment, limiting marks in Criterion 3
provided general environmental impacts without linking them to changes in recreation that are explicitly linked to two outdoor environments
provided vague or historically inaccurate descriptions of the Post-Federation period.
To improve marks, students should refer to two outdoor environments to access full marks for evidence; move beyond description to discussion and analysis, particularly when linking recreation changes to environmental impacts; and ensure that historical references to the Post-Federation period are accurate and relevant.
Students could practise extended responses using multiple environments and data types, and ensure that they understand the different time periods within the study design, including in this past decade, through the use of relevant examples.
Note that the requirements of data in this question did not expect students to have rote-learned the data collected. However, the logbook remains a required and valuable learning tool, whereby entries such as observations and images can help create a strong connection to, and recollection of, outdoor environments and assist in providing the detail required. The fourth and fifth paragraphs of the student response below provide a good example of the expectations around using data and referencing outdoor environments.
The following is an example of a high-scoring student response.
Australians’ participation in outdoor recreation has changed profoundly between the Post-Federation period (1901–1960) and the past decade (2015–2025). Using French Island and the Alpine National Park as examples, this response explores how recreation practices have evolved and how these changes have influenced individual wellbeing and the health of outdoor environments.
During the Post-Federation period, Australians gained greater access to leisure time as industrial reforms introduced the eight-hour working day. Outdoor recreation began to emerge as part of national identity, offering escape from urbanisation and connection to the land. At this time, French Island, located in Western Port Bay, was still regarded as remote “scrubland.” It was primarily used for farming and subsistence activities, with limited recreation such as local fishing, walking and family picnics. Few management systems existed, and minimal infrastructure meant impacts such as soil compaction, vegetation clearance, and campfire scars were common where people visited coastal areas.
In contrast, the Victorian Alps became a growing recreational destination. Bushwalking and skiing gained popularity, supported by new access roads and mountain lodges at Mount Hotham and Falls Creek. Participation supported physical wellbeing through fitness for recreation through bushwalking and alpine skiing. However, recreation was largely unregulated; erosion and vegetation loss occurred around ski runs, huts and horse-riding routes due to repeated use and grazing practices.
In the past decade, recreation at both locations has become more structured, inclusive, and environmentally aware. During our school camp to French Island National Park, my group collected primary data by observing dune erosion, beach-access tracks, and trampled vegetation around popular camping areas. We also recorded management responses, including fenced dunes, interpretive signage, and nesting-site protection for Hooded Plovers. These observations align with secondary data from Parks Victoria reports highlighting sustainable visitor access and rehabilitation projects.
In the Alpine National Park, my class gathered primary observations of track erosion, soil compaction, and vegetation damage near Mount Stirling caused by hikers and mountain bikers. Secondary sources, such as Parks Victoria (2021) and the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies textbook, explain that visitation has risen since the 1970s, leading to the construction of boardwalks, zoning systems, and seasonal closures to protect fragile alpine ecosystems and species like the mountain pygmy-possum.
Today, recreation at both French Island and the Alpine National Park strongly supports individual wellbeing through physical activity for adventure both active and passive such as bird watching and bike riding, mindfulness, and cultural connection to Country. These areas illustrate how Australians’ relationships with the outdoors have shifted from exploitation and limited access to recreation that prioritises sustainability, education, and care for the environment.
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