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[bookmark: TemplateOverview]2026 Administrative audit
Will all schools be required to complete the VCAA VCE administrative audit each year, or will the audit apply only to selected schools, similar to the previous subject-based audits? 
[bookmark: _Hlk223422537]All schools will be required to complete the administrative audit every year, except for schools in their first year of accreditation as a VCE provider. 
Who within the school is responsible for completing the administrative audit?
It is up to the Principal to delegate the responsibility for completing the administrative audit if they wish; however, it is strongly recommended that responsibility for completing the administrative audit is delegated to someone that has administrative oversight of VCE delivery at the school, such as, for example, the VCE Coordinator, the Assistant Principal, or the Head of Senior School. The VCAA does not recommend that subject teachers be given responsibility for responding to the administrative audit.
Does the Principal Agreement requirement apply to single Language Other Than English (LOTE) providers?
Yes. All registered providers will be required to complete the Principal Agreement whether they are a provider registered under Community Languages Victoria (CLV) or independently registered with the Victorian Registrations and Qualifications Authority (VRQA).
If VCE policy documentation for staff and students is hosted online, what evidence should be submitted for the administrative audit?
In Week 8 of Term 1, schools will be sent an email that will include detailed information about the administrative audit requirements, including the evidence required for submissions. Evidence should be uploaded to the audit submission form in PDF or Word format, so the preferred option in this case would be for the relevant sections from the online resource to be copied and pasted into a Word document and uploaded to the audit submission form. 
2026 Subject-specific audit
[bookmark: _Hlk223429901]What is the scope of the subject-specific audit? Will it include Units 3 and/or 4 of audited subjects?
Further information regarding the subject-specific stage of the audit program, including timing, will be provided to schools in Term 2, 2026 on the VCAA website. The timing of the subject-specific audit is designed so that, regardless of subject audited, schools will have developed any required curriculum and assessment documentation at the time of audit. Schools and teachers are encouraged to contact the VCAA throughout the year if they are unsure about any of the requirements of the VCE study design or how a particular outcome or task should be assessed.
Will subject-specific audits apply to all VCE and VPC studies, or will only selected subjects be audited? 
The subject-specific audit will focus on the delivery of VCE studies, including Vocational Major studies, VCE VET scored programs and VPC studies. Further information regarding the subject-specific stage of the audit program, including timing, will be provided to schools in Term 2 2026 on the VCAA website.
The changes to the audit program are intended to streamline the VCE and VPC audit processes and reduce the administrative burden of the audit on schools. Timing of the subject-specific audit will take into consideration workload for teachers and schools in Term 4. Further information regarding the subject-specific stage of the audit program, including timing, will be provided to schools in Term 2, 2026 on the VCAA website.
Will schools be required to submit all SACs for a subject as part of the subject-specific audit?
Further information about the subject-specific audit will be provided to schools in Term 2 on the VCAA website. Page 35 of the 2026 VCE Administrative Handbook outlines the requirements for retention of school-based assessment.
As the subject-specific audit will now occur in Term 4, does it review studies delivered in the current year or those planned for the following year?
The subject-specific audit will audit VCE studies, including Vocational Major studies, VCE VET scored programs and VPC studies in the calendar year in which they are delivered.
If a school participated in a subject-specific audit in 2025, will it still be required to participate in the new audit program in 2026?
Further information regarding the subject-specific stage of the audit program, including timing, will be provided to schools in Term 2, 2026 on the VCAA website.
Will the subject-specific audit now take place only in Term 4 each year?
Yes, that’s correct. The new audit program has two components:
Administrative audit conducted in Term 2 each year.
Subject-specific audit conducted in Term 4 each year.
The timing of the subject-specific audit is designed so that, regardless of subject audited, schools will have developed any required curriculum and assessment documentation at the time of audit. Schools and teachers are encouraged to contact the VCAA throughout the year if they are unsure about any of the requirements of a particular subject (VCE studies, including Vocational Major studies, VCE VET scored programs and VPC studies), including how a particular subject or assessment should be assessed.
Redeeming outcomes
Can redemption tasks include additional scaffolding to support students?
Yes, they can.
How many opportunities should be provided for students who are not demonstrating the required key knowledge and skills?
This is a school-based decision, however, a satisfactory result is to be determined holistically, not from one single assessment or scored result. Formative work completed in class also contributes to a satisfactory result. 
When redeeming an outcome, can a student receive an S based on their original SAC if it is considered alongside other evidence such as classwork and oral assessment by the teacher?
Yes, this is appropriate.
Do the minimum of two opportunities to redeem an S/N result occur in addition to the original task (for example, the SAC plus two additional opportunities)?
Yes. In line with the requirements outlined in the VCE Administrative Handbook, if, in a teacher’s judgement, work submitted by a student is incomplete or does not meet the requirements for satisfactory completion (S) of an outcome, the teacher must provide “further and alternative opportunities” (p. 70) for the student to demonstrate satisfactory completion. In simpler terms, teachers must offer multiple – at least two – opportunities to redeem the outcome after the original decision of non-satisfactory (N). 
Opportunities to redeem an outcome are offered after the initial award of an N outcome, therefore any set work and/or assessment tasks that were used to determine the N outcome cannot be considered in the requirement for “further and alternative opportunities”. Opportunities to redeem an outcome may include class work, homework, or additional tasks or discussions (p. 70).
Which 4 elements of redeeming outcomes were outlined in the Briefing?
The 4 elements of redeeming outcomes covered in the Briefing were:
1. Score: Redeeming a non-satisfactory (N) outcome does not change the original score given.
2. Further opportunities: Student must be given at least two further opportunities to redeem an N outcome.
3. Alternate opportunities: At least one redemption opportunity must be delivered in a different mode to the original assessment (e.g. written instead of oral, practical instead of written, presentation instead of report). The task must be substantially different and not a reworded or slightly modified version of the original task.
4. Delaying the final award: Schools must work with students to ensure that the final award of an outcome is delayed to allow time for further and alternative opportunities described above. An N result given 24 hours after a school-based assessment does not meet this requirement. 
Vocational Major
For students completing the unscored VCE VM pathway, is VET still required as part of the VCE Vocational Major program?
Yes. VET is a compulsory component of the VCE VM. VET is an optional component of the VCE, even if students choose to undertake completing the VCE without the calculation of study scores.
Assessment
Are schools required to provide students with their numerical scores for individual SACs, or is a letter grade indicating the level of achievement sufficient?
Scores are required to be given to students. Page 73 of the VCE Administrative Handbook states that ‘students should also be provided with their initial school-based assessment score for individual SACs.’
If schools choose to give grades that is their choice – noting that these grades are not calculated the same way final grades are calculated by the VCAA.


Why are students completing an unscored VCE pathway required to undertake assessment for their level of achievement?
Students who are completing their VCE without the calculation of a study score are not required to be assessed for their level of achievement, but they are to be assessed for satisfactory completion. Satisfactory completion is based on evidence gained through the student’s overall performance on assessment of a range of set work (learning activities) and assessment tasks (including school-based assessments) related to these outcomes and must be consistent for all students in each study. 
What processes can schools use to authenticate student homework?
There are many ways to authenticate student work including homework. Schools should have a documented authentication policy and/or processes for staff. See pages 75–76 of the VCE Administrative Handbook.
Regarding ‘specifying in writing’ the requirements for students, are digital versions acceptable?
Yes, digital forms outlining the work required by students to attain an S are appropriate.
What is meant by the ‘result’ of an assessment task? Does this need to be a numerical mark, or can performance descriptors such as High, Medium, or Low be used
The outcome of an assessment task must align with the nature and purpose of the task. For formative classwork, and in accordance with school policy, it is appropriate to report achievement using performance descriptors such as High, Medium, or Low.
In contrast, for a School Assessed Coursework (SAC) task—where the result contributes directly to the student’s study score—a numerical mark must be awarded and formally recorded with the student.
If students must receive a copy of their completed assessments while schools must also retain access to them until the end of the academic year, how can schools manage this requirement efficiently? 
Students must be provided with a copy of each completed school-based assessment, and the initial school-based assessment results for each assessment task. 
Students should also be provided with their initial school-based assessment score for individual SACs. When initial SAC scores are provided, teachers must advise students that their scores may change following statistical moderation.
Schools must also have access to work completed for assessment until the end of the academic year in which the work was undertaken. Schools must maintain digital or physical copies of student work or supervise the storage of student work for this purpose. Schools who decide to return original copies of school-based assessments to students should advise students that they need to retain work completed for assessment until the end of the academic year in which the work was undertaken.
Miscellaneous
How does the rule that there are no prerequisites for entry into Units 1, 2 or 3 apply to Specialist Mathematics, given the study design states that it assumes knowledge of Mathematical Methods? 
Study of Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes concurrent study or previous completion of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. Page 4 of the VCE Administrative Handbook outlines the rules governing entry into VCE studies. It states that specific and relevant advice for each study are detailed in the corresponding study design.


Will the VCE Teachers Briefing cover the same material as this briefing?
No. The VCE Teachers Briefing has been designed to ensure that VCE teachers develop a clear and comprehensive understanding of VCE processes and requirements. 
The session aims to address and clarify common misconceptions and long-standing myths associated with the VCE, in order to promote consistency, fairness and equity in the delivery and assessment of the VCE across schools.
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