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VCE Extended Investigation – Technical specifications
[bookmark: _Hlk191460396]VCE Extended Investigation 
Critical Thinking Test
Online test – 2026
The operating systems and hardware to be used for the Critical Thinking Test for 2026 VCE Extended Investigation are outlined below.
[bookmark: Approved_software_programs][bookmark: Operating_systems_required_for_the_runni]Approved operating systems
Only the following systems will be supported:
Windows 10 and Windows 11
Mac OSX 14.00–26.00.
Please note that any new operating systems not listed above will not be supported. Any provider unable to meet these requirements must contact the VCAA immediately.
Any queries about the technical requirements for the Critical Thinking Test for 2026 VCE Extended Investigation should be sent to VCE Examinations Unit: examinations.vcaa@education.vic.gov.au
Approved hardware
Each student will require access to the following hardware: 
a PC or Mac device
headphones. 
The hardware used in the examination should run at a speed and with sufficient memory to allow the Safe Exam Browser to run and be used effectively.
Requirements
Schools intending to deliver VCE Extended Investigation in 2026 should be aware of the following requirements for hosting the Critical Thinking Test.
Each student must have a computer in excellent working order. 
Computers must be on the school network and have internet connection. 
Desktop or laptop computers may be used. Students may bring their own laptops.
There must be sufficient stand-by computers, configured for use, if required. It is recommended that 2–3 stand-by computers are available for every 15–20 students.
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