Meet the Exhibitors, Top Designs 2026
[Juan Sebastian Espinsoa Lancheros, Coburg High School / Northern College of the Arts and Technology, VET Integrated Technologies]: 
My design is a customizable drone. 
I've never had a drone before and I've always wanted to fly one. 
So getting a drone will be pretty fun. 
Building a drone will be very interesting. 
It was a very big task ahead of me. 
The first project of building something. 
I managed to get a lot of skills of project planning. 
I had to make myself a timeline on how to get things done.
I made a whole list of the problems I encountered and how I went on about solving them. You are going to encounter some problems along the way and that's fine because if you have the time and experience, you'll eventually get through them. 
I was so proud of me when my drone just was like this much above the ground. I was already feeling a huge sense of happiness to know that I managed to get this to fly up even if it was for a few seconds.
[Maya Soha, Star of the Sea College, VCE Product Design and Technologies]:
Here I have the Bolero...
My product is a multi-sensory dementia garment. 
It has multiple different sensory elements such as textural elements and visual elements and they aim to address agitation that individuals with dementia may have. 
My grandma is in an aged care facility and she has dementia. 
That personal connection to me is really what I considered throughout the whole designing process. 
But then also the idea of creating something that's ethical and will actually improve people's lives.
It was a process of just exploring all the different parts and then picking the most valuable things and the things I really thought would add the most to my product.
It's really important to just explore all of the ideas regardless of how like if they're impossible to create. I don't think anything's impossible to create. Ideas are the starting point and that's just where you create from.
[Melissa Tan, Ringwood Secondary College / Ringwood Training, VET Engineering]:
It's a model of a spacecraft from one of my favourite movies, Alien. 
I just thought the main character was really cool. She was just, you know, a badass. 
We were like, "Oh, we want it about this big." And then we sort of planned it from there on CAD and we drew it out. It was my first time using CAD, so it was quite hard, but I did find it quite nice because we could sort of tweak the length of it, the width of it. 
We used the plasma cutter to cut up the shapes. We folded it on the pan break. There was no computer helping me. It was just my hands, so sometimes I folded it too much and then I had to flatten it out again. 
Sometimes I didn't fold it enough, so I had to go back in. We just welded it up together with a laser welder and a MIG welder as well.
It's quite durable. I've dropped it a few times and it's still here. So, yeah, you don't have to worry about that. We put the main body together. That's when I realized that it looked pretty sick.
[Emma Best, Gippsland Grammar School, VET Furnishing]:
I'm Emma Best. I went to Gippsland Grammar, Sale and I did vet furnishing 3/4. 
I knew I wanted to make coffee tables. For each table, we made 3mm panels of the timber and then we got about 50 of them and put them in the jigs. 
Had to use clamps to clamp them down. It took a couple goes to get it down pat. 
I love the look of it, the colour, the grain is really easy to cut and it looks really good with Jarrah. It's a Jarrah inlay and it's put against the grain of the Vic-Ash panels and yeah, so it's sectioned into four pieces and compliments the grain. It changed so much in like just the little things and I think that's what made it look the way it does.
[Liam Holmes, St Helena Secondary College, VCE Systems Engineering]:
Hi, my name is Liam Holmes and I created a rover that goes around and plants trees. We learned a lot about deforestation on a global scale and the wildfires that occurred in Australia. I felt a bit helpless at the time and I thought that this would be the perfect opportunity to tackle it myself. 
My rover can be controlled remotely from anywhere in the world. It goes around, it digs holes, it plants tree seeds, and it covers the holes back up. 
I really wanted it to be used in low socioeconomic areas. Anyone could make it, anyone could repair it. If the user can't repair the product that they've just bought, then it's just going to be thrown out.
I created my folio with the purpose of it more so being as a guide that you could follow. I tried to use some high modality language and technicality but I wanted it to be easy to understand so anyone could follow along. 
I never expected it to come together in the way that it did as creating all these subsystems at this sort of level that work together is really quite amazing to me.
[Mosea Abdelmalak, Carey Baptist Grammar School, VCE Visual Communication Design]:
Sora isn't just a building. It's also a primary supportive system for refugees who might be coming to Australia. I created Sora to be a place where refugees can feel safe and also supported. Not only that, but also feel like that they are a part of a community. 
When society puts value in something or they value something, they're willing to invest, you know, their time and their resources into it.
A big part of it was creating a language feature. No matter where you're from, you can understand how the facility works and how to access different support mechanisms. For example, legal aid or counselling. 
I really wanted to use natural and sort of softer colours and materials really just to create an inviting environment.
[Kai D’Orsa, Geelong Grammar School, The Farmers Wife and Her Fancy Hats]:
Hi guys, I'm Kai. I've illustrated a book, The Farmer's Wife and Her Fancy Hats. 
My product is a children's illustrated book inspired by my mom, how she makes a lot of hats. 
“Hats with feathers and hats with bows. She made hats every single day.”
I love drawing and I love using the programs. I love putting together something like a design. 
“Millie loved to make hats.”
Fonts really play a big role in creating emotions, mood. You want something that's definitely playful for a children's book. 
“She tied a blue bonnet on the pig. Oinktastic!.”
I made so many tiny adjustments that people wouldn't even have noticed. But I'm sure they will appreciate it that yeah, it looks a lot better, I think. But they will never notice the tiny slight details that I've made adjustments for. 
“I think I'll make a hat with heaps of flowers today. Millie giggled, sewing away.” 
I took my book to the primary school. They actually sat down and gave feedback, but they actually started creating their own hats. That was really special. That was probably the one of the highlights for sure. 
“Well, Millie, the animals seem to love your hats as much as you do.”

