Country – Teaching and Learning Sequence – Example 3

VCE English Unit 3, Area of Study 2: Creating texts
Sample lesson plan for generating complex ideas about your Framework: country
Lesson 1: generating complex ideas
	Lesson objective
· To explore complex concepts of place, belonging, and memory and consider how they relate to a sense of identity where the concept of ‘country’ is both a literal and metaphorical theme.


	Lesson starter 
(up to 5 minutes)
	Put the following prompt on the board / screen for students:

Think of a place that feels like ‘home’ to you. Describe it in a few sentences, focusing on sensory details (sights, sounds, smells, etc.). Then, make some notes about why this place holds significance for you.



	
Teacher-led instruction / group responses
(up to 30 minutes)
































Sharing ideas
(up to 5 minutes)
	
Introduction to the concept of ‘Country’:

· Provide a brief overview of how the concept of "Country" for Aboriginal Australians extends beyond the physical land and includes spirituality, memory, and identity.

Useful resources: https://www.aboriginalheritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/taking-care-culture-discussion-paper/land-our-future-caring-country 
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/aboriginal-melbourne [footnoteRef:1] [1:  This is a Melbourne-specific website and thus it is recommended that a website about Aboriginal people whose land your school is located on is used as an alternative.] 


· Prompt questions for discussion and notes:
(recommend that students use the resources above as a starting point to their discussions and ideas)

· How does Country have a ‘memory’?”
· What might it mean for someone to ‘belong’ to a place rather than own it?
· How does ‘mapping’ a place in order to show its hidden historical past alter our understanding of it?

Broadening out these ideas:

· Offer students the two following questions and ask them to relate them to their own experience as well as the information that they have already accessed. If this is discussion-based, students should be asked to make notes from the discussion in journals that they can return to:

‘Can memories of a place exist without people to remember them?’
‘How can a place have two or more, simultaneous identities?’


Groups or individual students should be invited to share one key idea – this should be noted by those not contributing


	
Individual student task 
(15 minutes)
	
Students write for 15 minutes engaging with the purpose of ‘reflect,’ using one of the big ideas discussed. They can consider employing or experimenting with some of the text structures and language features they have identified and discussed in their study of mentor texts.


	
Lesson re-cap
(up to 5 minutes)
	
Remind students about the opening prompt for the lesson. Ask them to consider if their initial reflections have been changed or made more complex as a result of the class discussions.


	
Individual student work outside the classroom

	
Students are offered the choice to:

1) Re-work their individual writing task and edit it for errors and to improve it
2) Do further research into the ideas from class and write them up to use in further tasks
3) Complete a second text in consideration of a prompt that they did not write on in class

It is suggested that student work is completed in a journal or workbook that is brought to class each lesson. This forms a progressive record of their ideas and writing that can be re-worked and re-visited throughout the unit.



	
Note: teachers can offer formative commentary or feedback on student work whilst students are completing their individual student task. Verbal feedback or simple annotation would offer adequate guidance and support as students draft and refine their ideas at this early stage.






	
	
	



